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TO THE 



RIGHT REVEREND 



JOHN, 



LORD BISHOP OF NOVA SCOTIA. 



MY LORD, 

The following discourses, which I have pre- 
sumed to dedicate to your Lordship, have 
been preached on various occasions within 
the Diocese of Nova Scotia ; and some of 
them which have been delivered before the 
Bermuda District Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, have 
had the good fortune to elicit considerable 
liberality, in aid of the Society, from the in- 
habitants of this Colony. 

Although I have not the vanity to hope 
that this Volume will serve to justify the 



Yl DEDICATION. 

patronage which your Lordship has, on the 
purest motives, extended to a Clergyman 
known to you only through the exercise 
of his profession ; *yet, my Lord, I trust it 
may be considered the humble instrument 
of expressmg to your Lordship the earnest- 
ness of my gratitude, and of evincing to the 
pubUc my sincere desire to merit a pro- 
motion which has been so generously and 
disinterestedly conferred. 

r 

I have the honour to be, 

• • « 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most respectful 
and faithful servant, 

AUBREY G. SPENCER. 
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PREFACE. 



The Sermons which i|i tl^is voluiQe are of- 
&re4 witjbt mjach diffidence tp the Public 
pon^f^^ .no re^guJar series of Discourses) 
but are selected out of a largp number 
which have been preached by the Author 
during a ministry, of Sfiven years, in the 
colonies of Bermuda and Newfoundland. 

Aware as I am of the difficulty of render* 
ing this species of compcRntion sufficiently 
interesting, to the general reader, — ^aiHffi- 

ft 

culty considerably aggravatdd by the muHi^ 
pticity of similar attempts,-^! can only hope 
tliat die circumsitahce alluded to in my de^ 
dication to the venerable Bishop of the 
Diocese, will be admitted as some apology 
for giving pubUcity to a work whidb I should 
perhaps otherwise have suppressed. 



Viii PREFACE. 

From the first hour of my entrance into 
the pulpit, the main object of my preaching 
has been to place the indissoluble connec- 
tion between piety and morality in the 
clearest and strongest light; to shew that 
the latter in a state of separation fi'om the 
former can be neither permanent nor ge- 
nuine; and that virtue exanimate of reve- 
lation is like a body without a soul, which 
may be painted indeed with the hues^ and 
sculptured into the lineaments, of life; but 
is totally destitute of its vivacity and vigour. 
In my treatment and illustration of this 
subject, it will be found that I have strictly 
and loyally adhered to the doctrines of the 
Church of England, in whose bosom I 
was bom, in whose tenets I was educated, 
in whose service I was ordained, and in 
whose commimion I shall die. That I have 
not interpreted her articles in the ; high 
Calvinistic sense which some learned and 
pious members have attributed to them, 
will be evident to my readers ; but in this 
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difference of opinion which will» I fear, at 
some future day create a more alarming 
schism in our Church, I have but enlisted 
mjself under the banners of the very large 
majority of the most enlightened and reU- 
^ous of our Divines. In concurrence with 
them, my endeavours have been uniformly 
directed to exhibit Religion in her most 
amiable and truest aspect, to render piety 
practical, principle active, and faith produc- 
tive of those blessed works, wliich, to the 
limited perspicacity of mankind, must ever 
constitute the only evidence of its sincerity. 
" Quid leges sme moribus vanae proficiunt ?" 
is a question as applicable to religious as to 
civil society. Of the composition of these 
Discourses, I will only say that they have 
been conceived in a warmth of feeling which 
I regret has not suggested a more eloquent 
expression ; that many of them were spoken 
before they were committed to writing, and 
that if, in the hurry and fervour of delivery, 
1 have usurped the sentiments or expres- 
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sions of any of my predecessors, and have 
subsequently adopted thepa as my own, 1 
am qtute unconscious of the plagiarism. 

Oh their success as a publication, I must 
leaYe those who will condescend to read 
them to decide ; but my motives in consign'^ 
ing them to the world I humbly confide to 
a Higher Power, in the full conviction thdt 
He will approve their purity. 

Immujais aram si tetigit manus, 
Non stimptuosa blandior hostia 
MoUibit aversos Penates 
Farre pio et saliente mic&. 
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. ON THR FROORI&SS OF CHRISTIANITY'*'. 






i>;. . ACTS XII. 24. 

V BtU^tke Ward (^ God grew and muUiptted. 

7HiiA simple words contain for the satisfiictiaQ 
of the believer a most interesting piece of in£6r* 
matbii. They rdate the happy progress d tl^ 
6ospel nad^ circiuwtances of seeming disad* 
vantage, wd, by- manifiesting the co-a^jutancy <^ 
Oo4wMi the Apostles^ afford even to tiie present 
l^eaifftti<m a mighty evidence to the truth, of 
C M iMMt Mf . The preceding verses in this chiqp* 
At MMiipk: tika Jost, bat mehmcholy fate^ of a. 
pyvra^nionardi, who had been through life a 
cruel perseeufoar of the Churchy and mho, a shcort 
time previous to his deatib, had pimtsbed .with 
mwoiless severity the unoffending soldiersj from 
whose custody the apostle Peter had been; 4^ 
li vered by miraculous interposition. '' And upon 
a set day Herod sate upon his throne, arrayed 
in royal apparel, and made an oration untp the 
people ; and they gave a shout, saying, it is the 

* Preached before the Bermudas District Society for Pro« 
moting Christian Knowledge. 
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roiee of a Godf and not of aman; and imme* 
diid;dy the angel of tibe Loidamote him, became 
he gay e not ^boA the gknry, aaid he was eatm of 
wornu^ andgife np'tfae g^bost" 

It IS vri&^tUB aWM event 4he Wifimg^Mtt has 
duM&k to contrast the eniinent success of tho 
Gospel Itisatthismoment^whentheAbnjg^ 
with a breath had dissipated the prosperity, and 
blasted the pride of an impious mortal, tiMit we 
sue told, ^' The waoid of God gvew and jnnitir^ 
plied.^ 

V Thoe is nothing in the whofe.cowpassiif gw* 
fiufle-histoi^ai^dloaaeqQiond^ with titjaiiyh 
portant £idt*rr-The pnogroia of Chriatiaiiil|r»i» 
liquidity miraoidiios with its primiry Mi!el|Kl|flii; 
It' is one of those .eimt>Ie .>bvi convj&oiQg mtgB^ 
wuk&'tcit omr saeried inth, whiiih .fttewMMilO 
IhniM^t a s^BQEdble endimc^ wf^iehi Wfiiaa iw 
ttctraordinaiy- espaosioii of intdleet }to\gna|^ 
and no nttcommon degree of lesraieg tor jqwMriSf. 
gate* It remaiiis a steading and altoifl^ciMit 
monument of truths wUdi neitlier the aitfblinh 
geanity of eeeptieism nan jindenninet, nor the 
t6|}6» effiirts of ihfideliiy oveii^^ 
: The period of eur Saviour^sdealii^lfa^iightpior 
dnetlve of saob ineslaBmUe benefit tp mas^i^ 
fSfdfeBd a Impontfy gloom over the pnisped^ eif 
his followers in Jerusalem. Notwithstanding 
his preternatural conception had harmonised all 
that was discordant^ and fulfilled all that was 
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satmAl&tig, i« the siagnlar prophecy which fore- 
told it {--H^kotiii^hstandiiig the testimony of the 
Atigiitc: ^mt, at his ^traoTdinaKy birUi ; not- 
withstanding t^e inun^ddat^ conduct of his life 
iMi^Mi^filteeffin^piixifty Gff his doctrines; not- 
^hstomdillg^his stnpoidpuB miracles^ in which 
«llM%hty power was f» beautifully blended with 
t]ttli]nj|jBd\b«B#?ole]|ce; notwitiistandipg eveiy 
tsto^iof cftfri^r^ aod every exertion of omnipo- 
1ftiii(t^^rp9e, whioh img^t have avouch^ his di- 
ykAtV • we li^am^ jthat, when he exppre4 as a 
4M||^iH!to; oll^ the orossj and no imnyediate yen- 
gj^a^de striick his peisecntcHrs^ feyra the apostles 
^0|ilsabrjBs^-*-4he faithful eonipaniras of his ma- 
winttf,fmi the dme and constant ofaserv/ei^of 
14»r4994Act^ hfgMi to ''nraver in 1^ fiijth/' 
^hsy htd '' trusted k was he whicdi should ^?6 

lii ftmcifiximi; Thejr had professed themsdives 
Ma4yv|io>-l^w jiim to piyai^ «ad to dett^, bill 
dnt 40^ Iwd dniQoiicerM ikeix oimMeMt. 
itttt^iiidiflrotyod not itibe adbeiae of bvoniut se- 
^MtaqrtiAib They weie yet in « state of Uindaesa 
wijth regard to Kile atonment; Qor was it tMK 
aaif tlM9'h«diFlt»essed Usglomwreannreetioii 
4»A'-m9^imm» and bftd lyesn tttaninod by ^ 

fproiqiwd deacawt of the Comfoj^ter, that they 
ffiUy,. ^jvm^^rtehieqj^ the mystjerii^ terete of the 
1^^ wjloch .they were to teach, and the necessity 

fxf that $7i)fii£i^ Emanuel, whose suffi^gsthey 

b2 
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had the privflege to partiei J)ate. But no mnmer 
were the dfeeiples potssessed of these neeessftiy- 
ittfonhations, than they eamestfy applied 4kem^ 
i^Tes to their disseminatioii. In this great en- 
terpme^ distinguished alike by its iinlDtHt]M»t 
peril and niti versal a«9ity> they resorted t^ means^^ 
wfaich^ to human apprehension^ seemed the noirt^ 
lidpetess of success. They exeveised no tempo* 
risiiig policy/no tender defevciMS^ to the fUrcjit- 
dices of 'I3ie ag6 iiti which tlk^ liV«d, or» to Ike 
fices of the t^^ whonl'th^-Weri^ 4gotkili^ 
sioheid to refonA. Ih ]^nrsnance of Ihdir h^Mttify 
mission they'4raveHed fnto Greece> flie ^eitti 
literature; of ai^s> and'of plnlosophy/andtollEeise 
seihs of scieiK^e 4hey amte, '^not with tile isn- 
ticing words of mortal wisdom^ b^t with deHiOQr 
stlmtiori of the Spirit^ and of power.- De8pi»!ng 
tiie jargon of the schools^ and the sopliistiiMled 
rhetoric at that time in vdgqe^ the^ applied iin 
the plainest language to tte unde»rt«iiling8 ^of 
A^ir auditon^ and with path^c femonstniieeB 
ap|)ealed to their feelings. They pleaded the 
consebus nabeciMty of hnnum nature^ summpmsd 
the experience (rf" erery individttut to the ^aigoo 
dient ; convinced him first of sin, «aiid 'thto 
adverted to the necessif^i;' of an atonement ; ifaewed 
him where that atonemeftft was to be fotad><aiid 
by what method it could be appfied with ^caey. 
They entered into no impious compromise with 
their prosely tes* they preached *' the naked tmih 
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as dt was i|^>|esQs/' ivithout addition^ and without 
iJIpy* There was no softening of what was dif- 
£e«]U^ nof daf l^iening of what was luminous^ no 
9t^tmg doiTii of what was entire. They unequi- 
iW«AUy declared that men must relinquicdi aU 
}Mpm oi sal^ration by ^l^eans of their own merU^ 
jmifife subdue eveiy natund antipathy to this 
fttjpdavieRtal doetriac^ and receive the Christie 
teiif^n, iie$ as a scheme consonant with their 
^fi^im f»!iU. Bad fanciful theories ; not as a rule of 
tfimdiMt l^uaded on seeular expediency, and 
fiiDBdHi^ in thie wisSeni of men ; but as a holy 
im^Myif^ dispensation^ involving the doctrine 
iif human corruption^ and offering the only re- 
m^y, established by the immediate agency au»d 
IMMner of God. 

IrhO; voice of pmise^ the acquisition of wealth, 

itiie siotice^ol &me> had for them no charms. TM 

(ihieatst of tyranny, the chains of captivity/ the 

mea^ prai^ect of martyrdom, had for them no 

rjteirocte : They were the apostles of God, and 

6i£ley> eosflded in his protection ; they were the 

fdisoqdasiof iemis, and they shrunk not from his 

fisompUi; (they were the messengers of the cove- 

^aoltt, I and they; were faiUifluI to their trust. In 

(nieblJqebping as thit, f^lhe word of God grew 

fand tettitipti^d^'' U advanced with unexampled 

vapidity; < Ife operated with inconceivable power ; 

it wrought a thorough conversion in the heart 

jind ' behaviour of its proselytes ; it changed 
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bfespfaemy into prayer; subdocfA fiHe itifo M^ 
mility ; abased the migbtiest ttders from ilMfe 
throne of state to th<3 fbot of th« eatat; tiftfmph^ 
over passion in its wildest throbSy oVer 6t^d#4A 
iti^ richest robes ; and finally sueceed6d ifi j^llfit^ 
ing the Church of Christ in the capitol of IMiHU^ 
in thfe fanes of Greece^ and in the temifle df J» 
irnkal^m. -^ 

Now from this sntvey of f be prinal ^vmmiI^ 

gatioii df Christiianity, bH^f and imperfect «* It 
is^ yod may remark a codjiinction of ffviUfe tti^ 
hnmah means operating^ )ts^ astoniiihfiig BXiimm 
Of the former, I shall say hd ihtite> siflci» it k«d^ 
so far applicable to us as it furni^es tid WUli 4m 
likcohttovertible evidtoce to the truth of recite 
tion ; but I shall solicit your attention tortltt 
latter, from which we may gather mtwhiitfori- 
matiofli df praeti^ii importance to the w iii fc tfli^ 
which we are this day aiRsetaabled ; the woikiof 
multiplying the word of God, of pnmioing 
Christian knowledge among Hie present genoni- 
tiohs of the earth. . :^ 

If we look to the peeuHar diaraoter ofthefirid 
ministers employed in this graciom dispenaation^ 
we slttQl see them distinguished by an ad a n imblt 
combination of humility with firmnesB/ chairilyr 
with justice, and good sense with courage^ vwlriok 
in the fallen state of humanity nerer existed in 
the same person, without the sanctifioation-ef 
the grace of God. It waS: this humilkg/iitbiA 
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iMMMtifirtiiMiidldi tHem o£ tbeir fanner eatmi 
^itf^chtsagbt^ tbern to. distrust themselves^ and to 
ptif kUAfto^y fbr a eoatinuaace. of divine assist^ 
iiaife; it IMS tihiii jftrnme^s which enabled them 
^ ta ta96]» tlie fidth;* and to bear steadOy. onward 
«o#atda thiit '' ctown of righteoosness^" which 
WCiSr to MWdtd their labours ; it was this cAort/^ 
wMtfh indtfced that conciliatory spirit St. Paid 
i^'heAati&lly describe in hia Epistle to the 
Corinthians, and which was unequivocally ex^ 
j^cessed i& Ms desiye to be '^ all things unto all 
Am;^ it rnns tU& Justice and good seme which 
ifMliMd them that as their conversion was wholly 
attHbatable to the fitvour of God, '' they had 
Mthing tci glory in, fbr necessity was laid on 
ihim to {rf each the Goipd ;'' and, lai^y, it was 
tida c&israge wlucb sent them forth '' through 
bMtMlt and dishcmMir,. through evil report and 
good report^"* on the perilous expedition of 
|ireaefailig the Goiqiel \ the Gospel, which had 
]»en rejected by the Jews^ and proscribed by 
the Gentiles, but which had been accorded to 
them so graciously, and had been aothenljoi|ted 
to them so wonderfully, and had been ex^ 
I^ned to them so luminously, that a perversion 
olf its truths would have been inexcusable, and 
ignorance of its doctrines impossible ; with such 
inducements and auxiliaries as these^ one cannot 
be surprised to hear St. Paul exclaim, *' woe is 
me if I preach not the gospel." And, oh! it were 
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aft^ol delusion in^a Chrisbiim 
thfy confined the aj^lieation of this threat^^ thw 
i^pe^enouncing sentence to tlie Apoatlfu W« 
^4iot 80 conaideT it; we.aeeito terrors jmp^od* 
^ over a Ipng snccessi^.of the mtnietry:; im 
pray that from our pulpits may nevefc iMoe.thft 
oraclpi; to call it do^ra ; and ey w.now in ihs. vciry, 
discussion of its hearings we tremhlc^ J|iest.|Hri4ft 
orpassion^ or any other hnmdn inj^noi^ «h9ttl4: 
fijll^ject us to its punishment 
^On ministers then an imp»ative necessity, 19, 
Iaid« that they {preach the Qoe^l^ und the^Gpsr 
pel purely; that t^^ey dimwish it hy, fto^ f a-? 
sillanimQUS concessions,, that .they ext^djft. 
I^ no extravagant theoipies^ th%t v tlpej . mii^p^ > 
i| to no political exigencies^ that ,the^.aL4(p54^, 
b|r no. constrained analo^iii^ \ >u|; tl^A th^joi;*: > 
poun^itin all its severity^ *nd » flW i^PNWO'.^. 
an^ in all its. ad»ptati»ji* <^ ^)i6vi9A^/Vft|i#yv^ > 
hjpiinan .cbaraqter^ by th6 infle3dbl#\ aj^f^KfiitioQ 
of. common sense and common ^£^nmar tq^lho 
construing of the genuine , and unadnlterato4 
Icjttiqr of the Bible. No.w this incooiitroyerHblQ 
iqaxim makes nothing against the use of h^QviaR 
abijkity and lefuming in tilie diffusion qf 1^. Gqp^. 
pel; ^nd I am the more induced to offieor tlusiobr^ 
seryation, because it is our fate to hear the v^r^ 
qualifications of the clergy of the Church of. 
Ec^and urged against their fitness for the mi- 
niSjtr^ ;^a^s if a heated iipaginatipn wero. th# fl^Jy.: 
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prodf of the iHntniili^ioit of the Divine Spirit ^ 
aad a wind ditordered by bigotry; and clouded 
by ignwanee^iwere the oidy ajypropriate recep* 
tade for divine grftce. But the Gospel is not 
confined to the lowest order of intellects^ though 
it graeioudy embraeeitf them ; and as no man can 
ofpwate conviction on the undeTStanding of the 
tifitdang part of ihe^ommunity, miless he. him« 
'itelf possess the materials for ar^^mnent, it is ob« 
vious that to ** multiply the word/* the person 
who is employed in that office ' should not oidy 
feel' its truth, but apprehend its informations. 
There are expressions in* jScriptare which the 
liiost learned' tenntot Construe; there are aml»i<* 
guiti£» Whidh the mo6t perspicacious: cannot 
eluiiidatet;' there are iajSbeti^ which the most 
d^ble cakmet'^eomprehend ; but with all these 
diSdiiKeSi wlneh, if their removal were ntees* 
sNltfyi^SkM WetfldtundoubteAy remove, it is in- 
cliiidb«Bt dn tMthat we » use aH 'diligence,* that 
#e'sit dtmtt to our l^ibtical studies widi thehu- 
n^Hty and dooOity of children ; that, as we grow 
iip grace and knowledge, we should bring the 
ctflo^h^ied force of prayer and learning to the 
task: ai)d, that finally, when we issue from the 
doset iM'the cloister to the performance of our 
dtttf^s here, we shall be held responsible, that: 
the' cup we bless be the communion of the blood 
of Jesus ; that the doctrines we hold be the in- 
stintctidn of the Bible ; and that the plactide we 
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KteMGttlte ov these tli&i|^> oikt giiw o«i«dt«i 
iytaiii% to tlieutt;" and thfo Aot noro Ibt «ur twh 
Wbed, 4km ib&t '^otir pvofttfog auky Hj^pett t6 
lUL^ W& «re not oid^r t<^ ^ti^« fteed t6 <ni(i- 
8ekll»> afid to tb€i ddetiritid/ tor fteooydiiig M 
ttle apdMilic injanctidtfi/ We dte to ** e&HHHMlA 
msiUL- Ota Chsastim mcsb k d«6^»lbed by the 
tifuiA"!^ 6hmucbellixed hf tfl Hie t&tiAae6i6€ 
U etffilli^ tike St. Pftta> i^iufeU ** fight fSkb 
i|bdd i^t ;'* not iddeed ioMei the hloddy bttnneitt 
ti tienttporal witfare, htit xaxdnt t\Bi triufbphattt 
dtan^fdoftf^ioMlvi^toty. MeftaudAftfAveiil 
yf4 dafi upon ^ok to astist in thii honoutaMil 
iBHAteet : m^ aUc j^tMr aid to the miAdpiicatiofl of 
Ibe weird, to send it foftib *'4K>»|naifiig and^to 
eoB^cr." W4 mimmon yoa ndt cnfy to thtt 
ewAttt but -to Hw' ttittfi^h;- not oidy to tiM 
ttkuHpIi but to the Mberty whish ft tixApM^ 
dMiey ereii ** the gloriou* liberty of the? ioni ef 
GkMi," We bid yon to the light of tlrtftli> and €d 
the freedom of the GospeL We ptess yott^to^ 
inS& youv soab tb ei&erge firdm the g^ni df 
Mpetstitioni and to shak6 off the bondage- of 
iniquily. These are the objects of the tti6- 
d«rn minister of tiie word, and it is for you, my 
hear»s, to give them assistance, attd el^t li 
it for Mm to endure, and to persevere. Not 
the audacity of the arowed atheist; not the 
euniiilg defviees, <he iugeniou iMittuttiot»> of 
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a»^timb'pmiiaa fuMA ; am tM mm. -ttOettti 

|«Me^<6Mtar&a 1i%6fry must torn 1dm baek; 
Wke Ause ^f lAtb dHMb i*in his keeping, abA 
Iw^eaimoteliotfiftlmtinifotdiiiit) Ihe budder of 
fin1lii8onhi8ann,aiidli6wiEiK>tTelaxit; the 
tm«i^'^ ^ Spjbrit i» JB Mr chit^e, afid he dsras 
}i»l4i^ k dotni.- These ate-the ** ymttpmm otMi 
miAae" €XA Utty hecnren dlMict them to fbd^ 
fr<^-end;v M flhaB they be «* niiglftjr ftr 1M 
^liSii^cdnimi ^ etioiig htflds, the dteting doilr« 
|^b«fi<Rus4adet«ty h%hthh)^ that exaiteth 
ftoetf ^agt^t jt&e iniofrltdge ai <iod« and id 
tlM>U£bi^i%eTeiy thDHghl^iil*o^ the eapdrity off 

^^fcrieCc" • .- 

i<>Fr<Mat tte itthtistry of the woid in iMs spiii^ 
•tdby these iasttaihettb, " gioij to God in tii4 
ii%hedf' has been the hfitald of ** peace upon 
efOthvT Foflinnng - th)e- ezan^e - of -her ever>> 
las^ Bndegtotai, the-€hrfotian Church had 
Mnt<lbrth h^ ooimmfesioned servantii to {ffocfadni 
(iie glad tididgs ^ saH^tionto mankiiM. Thd 
puiifing words'ol^ Jesns, '^ go; and preadi/' hard 
liibrfttt^ thorough the world, and the Grapef 
lOi^jBdge has drclihtted iidth a cderity; and ob^ 
tili«edlri& a success, fort which th6 promised 
p!e8«iioe <^its Alm%hfy Qiy«r can alone account; 
If an,- m the ]^de of ieariiing,— man; in the depth 
«f ignotsBee,^ has received its authoritative tes- 
timony i Sluiithephilosopher/^nian^theidolater^ 
WibittiBft BMSbMiage etafis, has embrspecl^^ 

13 
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ifrt ■■! Till [•!■-■'-'- >■■>■. Mi ^dr 

AmBm. dt^iri^ iB Ae pcdi of Oe w^ iM 
iwiilliiil fti I ii«liw|il Mi iililiiijiij. iji. mil 
«a Aiac W it ipAa, Ae oyp^il'w •>>< 
yiuKiilicm if witfad noi, wMe Oey taaeit, 
■ad lUuggM , aad nfind fcr mn^i etenttd 
w«16Mt. Their nooeai has, hawereTj been i^Mtt- 
-mensmate with Ae lieBeroIeiice of ite piomoteM. 
T« any Adr gigantic dcfligne into execlk^#, 
the Holy Spirit tea been their ^eDvtke^elJr 
«ible lUB been tkeir amnlet ; and tlie hipp^DlM- 
(eqoAlce has added secidar, to ^iiitnalj ini^fWtS^ 
oent. They sped them to the vildenie«,^l6d 
Hj/g Bow of Sharon bloomed beneath theif^Saf- 
etep'- 1'hey sped them to the hanntsofsivRit!^, 
Hrhero "'^ "*'' ""'' ">° ■»io^ were aliketa'dw^ 
j_ I they have left them, the one enriched'l^ 
j,-c, oiul the other embued with the lowdf 
,, , / :ictttor, and softening into alltheaymptf- 
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tfales of kindled, atid^ hbaie. Tbey sped* theH 
to tbe Yemotest jpaits of the habiteUe i[lobei«iid 
jrinJuKkiDQ has mariced their piogresty and tiie 
iiHMgidiapellM»;bedQ their. miammomiU ud^i^ 
religion <rf the heart has graved thdr^^itapiii 
and iSke aoid-CDlleoting bdl haa woke an obfao 
among the dark moaataina of idoktry ia tdl 
(ihBir:tale of triumphs from pole. to:pol6. .My 
iBrfthmn> &m k not the mere hgrpathoie ofM 
AmdanihniianftilMidyingfi^^ 
atjbtw.io^iwett i^MUi^ Imt if kb^ifhe laqgdago 
Hf pMtaiQnate acfanirati(ai> belwre me> it owm iti 
JMN^]^ to lsl>e Jnspiratioit «f jtcKthi^ ..Tho.pMof 

8i(A^F8t|^i9i;i^it;B wprliatftin^ to tb^m I )>ld jmi 

mffri-iinn beuBS, Mf thfl San fltf BurbtettiiiDBMk 
,|^)t9.Airu% QQC^fiw^tMfg: PWNk the fql» flf 
,« jji|iipei9titi«n« Uack M life <s)ii}dr«|i«apd ^«|Rd 
^ Jle^'diiiapttet, ndw reftinilg>fr juicing. iM^i^.tp 

Uflpa f^« h€9ii8q»nt :pi»iv«f wl^ch Jft fmUow 

,AJNglity.lw>4 19 «itfeis i]}»timlt.tiiU94g mvi^ffh 

$griom. <dianicters, '' thy ^i)igicl«B|i is 4«pi9^4 
ifrom tii^*" Ijook^ ip (h« last pUpe, to jtfa§ Chrif- 
4wW'mi8aipiaryJii.iiiMi]r It iMPifBlfss dJI^tnctt^ijirho 
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Uttiiigli fidd0 M'ptaee aad plmty, and hevcs of 
^motet 9iid> ko^telUy, wwwmiliag fte siw^ «f 
gwtitiide and ths voice of prayer* ftatolOito 
ivl^frare lat^tho soenoi «f tihe Moat «i;»f 
otiUe xacrifieeB, and firom Iqs wftoaa er^ vtr 
tacHnee vias talaspbemy to .God. 

Thus, a^y Friends, haFe I laid befinef Ml abmc 
«f liiose hvBf^ cansea, which, nsder ihe anq^ioaa 
of a fai(g^ power, haw pfooaoted ihs pwgw a a 
of CJiHrittianity, and aooie of <iie CKcdIamt dfecta 
Whidi have fidlowed its extenaon. To eqter 
Into <hs ton details of ilds iMerestii^ Salge<« 
UrtmM. reqidie meie knowledge iSbaA I peases^ 
and to treat it ai aU iSbo magwificCTiee <^ ^q^na- 
atmi,wldfih i^ seems toad^ woidd demand « ftr 
^her atrain of Ihonght and language than any 
mYaSoi I can exert. FeeUe, and&idty, howevei^ 
as my appeal has beofi, I ahal not sit down with- 
out a fcope tihat it has not been prefened in t^SoL 
Of Hhofio who hear ne^ some^ no doubt, w9 le- 
ton to Aefar homes oihifiiiiBied and unimpioved» 
»Mt attifbute thenr ignoranee andllieir apatlqr t* 
AedeAcraides of the ^readier* But the mab 
of caadou and the man of sense, and pttsonsitf 
liotfa ^ese quafities Jiien are, I trust, in ttis atf- 
seiod^, wffl overiodL the insignificancy of iiie 
i^eader^ m Ae strength and justioe of hte pleit. 
Th^ ?h1 desire, they wffl aid the propagation 
of the Clospd, «or wiQ they lea^e this housb 
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inlhout tilt ftttssliiig record of Aeir own oon* 
scieiioe9»tkat> Mf theur geMvosify and our exer* 
HifnB, " the word oi God hatT even Hut diqr 
*.' jgiDwn «ti4 mnitiplied.'' 
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SERMON II. 



THE christian's RBWARD*'. 



MATT. XXV. 40. 

And the King shall answer and say unio them, verily, I 
say unio you, inasmuch as ye have done ii unio one of 
the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto me. 

Dark must be that understanding and depraved 
that hearty My Brethren! to which the tremen- 
dous scenes of final scrutiny and final judgment 
can be wholly uninteresting. Whatever may be 
the general influence of near and temporal things, 
whatever may be their tendency to withdraw 
our thoughts and affections from objects so re- 
mote and future, those scenes can hardly be 
&irly represented to us without awakening the 
hopes, the fears, the doubts, the apprehensions, 
and all the prevailing passions of humanity. In 
the passage before us, amidst images of splendor 
and sublimity, unparalleled in fancy or reality, 
our blessed Saviour describes the manner of his 
second advent; and while he excites every 
emotion of awe that can stimulate the sensible, 

* Preached before the Bermudas District Society for Pro- 
motmg Christian Knowledge. 
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and of terror^ tlvsit can alarm and harrow the 
' guilty bosom^ he proclaims the redeeming vir- 
tues of charity, and inculcates its practice by an 
argument and illustration which it would be 
almost irreverent to ^ve you in any language 
but his own. 

'' When the Son of Man shall come in his 
glory and all the holy angels with him^ then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory ; and before 
him shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall 
separate them one from another as a shepherd 
divideth the sheep from the goats. And he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand^ and the goats on 
his left. Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand^ come ye blesded of nly Father^ and 
inherit the kingdom r prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: for I was an hungred 
and ye gave me meat/ L was thirsty and ye gave 
me dtink : I was a stranger aild ye took me in : 
naked and ye clothed me : I was sick and ye 
visited me : I was in prison and ye came to me« 
Then shall the righteous answer him^ sayings 
Lord^ when saw we thee an hungred^ and fed 
thee ? or thirsty^ and gave thep drink ? when saw 
we thee a stranger and took thee in ? or naked, 
and clothed thee ? Or when saw we thee sick or 
in prison^ and came to thee ? And the King shall 
answer, and say unto them,Verily, I jsay unto you, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.'' 

c 
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^ My BketltrtD^themofving leflson whush thts^ di- 
vine fikffiptuie ^nbodies is easily elicited* It is^ 
UmA rrety work of chariiy which from a love of 
Chfist is lUMStentatioiisIy operated in &voiir of 
a^fellow-creatiure, is written in the book of life^ 
as an obligation conferred on God^ that sudi 
deeds, of whatsoeTer description they be> whether 
of supplying to the necessitous either fbod^ot 
ramenty or Gure« or comfort, or instruction, 
(which may supply the place of all) will deTcdve 
vpoD their doer tiie everlasting happiness of 
l^rm; and that upon such benignant qnrite 
dhall be iterated firom the judgment-seat oi Christ 
the bteBsed sentenoe, which will confirm theii 
ndieritance of that ^ kkigdcmi, which was pre* 
paved for them before the foundation of the 
world.'* 

The truly apostolic institution, whose cause I 
am here to plead to you, contemplates in its 
whole compass that extensive benevcdence to 
which our Saviour has herein annexed the 
choicest remunerations of eternity. While its 
main efforts are directed to the relief of spiritual 
wants, its subordinate exertions are productive 
of considerable temporcd mercies, while ite lead^ 
ing design is to secure the salvation of siimMS 
by the promotion of Christian Knowledge, tiie 
steps by which it proceeds will not fail to pro- 
mote incidentaDy the safest elements ei earthly 
prosperity. 
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Ta go fbrtik into all the worid, and preach the 
Gospel to erery creature, to spread abroad tha 
f^ai and glorious tidings of man's jredemptieii» 
to destroy the mantle ^hich Satan hath cast 
over all people, to enlighten those who am yet 
sitting in darkness and in the valley of the sha* 
dow of death, to died the waters of spiritual pu- 
rification, and the beams of moral intelligence^ 
and the domestic charities of Christian fife, over 
every grade and caste of human existence; to 
speed the message of the covenant over every 
barrier which mortal wickedness or mortal folly 
sfaaD erect against it ; to teach the strangcar and 
the stranger's children those heavenly lessons 
which alone constitute the dignity of life and the 
hope of immortality, to do all this unto the very 
humblest of our brethren; surely, surely these 
Mce objects of benevdience well wortiry of the 
ambition of either men or angels; and tiiese are 
the objects which we thi& day summon your 
liberality to aid and to accomplish. 

The little ones of the earth, the least of these 
his brethren, in whose behalf our Saviour so fex-* 
ventiy invokes our compassion, are the young 
and the ignorant, the sinful said the unconvevted, 
whom it is our especial duty to educate and re^ 
ferm. 

Every mouthful of the bread of life which we 
provide for these hungry, every cup of living 
watw which we minister to these thirsty claims 

c2 
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ants on our bounty^ will tend to enrol ourselves 
among those '' blessed of the Father/' who are 
noted as' gv^ing unto Christ. But by this em-* 
ployment of our time^ our talent, and our wealth, 
we are not only advancing the Jinal sanation, 
but we are working the present happiness of our 
&lIoiw*creatures. To attest the truth and im- 
{lortance of this remark I call upon the best and 
noblest feelings of your bosom, and invite alike 
your reason and your affections to be my com- 
purgators. Are you a friend to human nature ? 
Do you wish well to your country, your relatives, 
or your kind ? Are you a patriot, a philosopher, 
ox a philanthropist, and where will you find 
principles so likely to achieve the dearest ob« 
jects of patriotism, of philanthropy, and of phi- 
losophy, as those for whose promotion I am now 
contending? What influence so promising to 
ascertain and keep in being the blessed boon of 
liberty as that, which, by iirst purif}ring, best 
capacitates the human mind for its enjoyment 1 
What spirit so competent to breathe " peace 
upon earth," and '* good vnll towards manl" as 
that '^ divine philosophy not harsh and crabbed 
as dull fools suppose," which withdraws his pas- 
sions from scenes of quarrel and contention, aiid 
fixes them in calm and grateful adoration on the 
God of peace, of mercy, and of love ? What 
sentiment can so efficiently bind us in obedience 
t$)| the laws of justice, and embue us with the 
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sense of honor and of kindness, as one which 
teaches us to despise every temptation to the 
opposite vices^ by exhibiting, in the events of an 
hereafter, a superiority of allurement so just and 
so decisive? Every scheme that the ingenuity 
of man has devised for the amelioration of hfo 
race has failed to an extent and with a rapidity 
proportionate to its departure from these prin^ 
ciples. ** There are many devices in the heart 
of man but the counsel of the Lord shall standi^ 
Perish those dreams of Utopian vanity, which 
would erect the fabric of a nation's happinessr^ 
on any other basis than a nation's faith ! Perish 
that bastard, ill-named generosity, which would 
proclaim to the captive and the slave, freedom 
without religion^ and liberty without law ! Perish 
those destructive writings of renegade genius, 
and every corollary upon them, I care not from 
what gifted mind they emanate, which would 
establish a law for nations incongruous with the 
laws of God 1 Against these principles, we fear 
not to avow that we bear a hostile front ; we 
are ready to oppose those perilous experiments, 
whenever they shall be repeated, that have put 
the established religion of our land in jeopardy 
to obtain at best a douhtftil good. The enter* 
prise to which we invite you is not characterized 
by its novelty but by its usefulness. It is a duty 
coeval with the creation ; it is to teach man the 
knowledge of his Maker, and to prescribe " the' 
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wOTship of Gk)d in spirit and in truth/' To tfaMe 
objects of the Society, simple and ihteiligiUe as 
I trust they are now become to all, I know that 
i am sarrounded in this diurch by friends and 
allies. For the credit of human nature I can 
hardly expect to find within these walls one in- 
dividual so blind as to overlook the purity and 
excellence of its intention, and hardly one $o 
coldly disposed to religion, so little friendly to 
human happiness, so utterly reckless of morality, 
as not to wish us success* But it is more than 
good wishes, my hearers, that I am here to so* 
licit of you. There is no charity, as St. James 
very pertinently observes, in saying to the bun* 
gry be thou fed, while you give him no food, or 
to the naked be thou clad, while you give him 
no clothes* As the advocate of this cause, as 
the minister of Christ, I must demand of you 
that liberality and positive exertion which the 
occasion warrants, so that your prayers and your 
ahne may go up together, like those of the good 
centurion, as a memorial unto God. 

But again. My Brethren, are you cautious in 
your bounty, and do you require a pledge that 
the object of your benefactions shall be ulti- 
mately attained ? Your requisition is most just, 
and you shall be amply satisfied. We will not 
propose to you promises as a guarantee, or pro- 
fessions as a proof, of our intentions ; we will 
not plead to you the reputation, the magnitude, 

10 
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tlMTimtiqiiity^ the sacred cteractev of the Ittiti*- 
to4kMfiM» which we sprung; known luid eawd* 
]mil aa are these attributes^ we will not found on 
lihcan wr dainis to yoiv support; we wiU give 
jrott « sensilde denumsttation ; we bid yott come 
and «ee ^' the good things that aire oome out q( 
Nazareth*'' 

We have provided fior yon every security that 
€an be given by ^any corporation , to its ooii<- 
stituents, that your offerings at the blessed shrine 
of diarity shall be perverted to no alien purpose t 
while a proportion of our funds is dedicated to 
the general designs of the Parent Society^ a veiy 
large majority of them^ as you well know^ is de«- 
voted to the education of the children of this 
colony. It may not be given to you to ascertain 
all the good which one portion of your bounty is 
operating in the common cause of humanity ; it 
jsiay not be ^ven to you to see the improved 
condition of the distant tribes to whom your 
donations may extend ; it may not be given to 
you to hear the gratefUl thanks of millions whom 
you have helped to redeem firom perishing, and 
directed into the narrow road which leadeth unto 
life. In vain^ however^ shall time and distancf 
separate yon from the objectsof your benevo- 
lence ; in vain shall the mountain rise^ and the 
desert spread^ and the ocean roll^ between you 
and ihem. Their prayers like your generosity 
shall be acknowledged where they are more 
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xiraiUngcthMroQimoKtdeas^ A .Yoio» sfrom i&e 
Remotest .t^aaaetetMibfir. ^oke irviiidi your Sqb^ 
tures * shaU> htve ^ieiled # * a^vofee from^ Africa^ 
from America, and ** from &rthest Ind f a yoke 
from the sea/ and from the wilderness; a voice 
from savage and from cultivated man, shaU arise 
in your behalf to heaven, and return like the 
benignant dew which it exhales in ten thousand 
blessings on you and your posterity. 

But here. My Brethren, on this spot, in your 
own home, will be erected the perpetual monu- 
ments of your pious care. Here shall you behold 
the children of your native soil bringing up in 
habits of discipline, sobriety, and religion ; here 
shall you see the sacred tree of knowledge 
planted and expand, while the young shall eat its 
fruit of joy, of life, and of immortality. Hence 
at the approach of Christian education shall idle- 
ness, and beggary, and drunkenness, for^e 
your land, and leave their haunts to be filled by 
honest industry, and manly labour ; '' mercy and 
truth shall have met together; righteousness 
and peace shall have kissed each other." The 
proofs of your benevolence shall accumulate 
before your eyes ; the virtues of the orphan, 
and the gratitude of the widow, shall be elo- 
quent of your praise ; through you the hungry 
shall be fed, the sick be comforted, and the 
ignorant be taught ; and in the hour of death 
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aad at tte day of judgment, the eternal wordf 
elnU^cbeeY you ; ^ Inatmmeh as ye hme done it 
4^ iile least ^ these my bretkren, ye have done it 
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ON THE DUTIES OF JURORS^. 



ROMANS XIV. 10. 

But why dost thou Judge thy brother? or why dost thou 
set at nought thy brother? for we must aU stand before 
thejudgmefU seat of Christ. 

The Apostle, in these words. My Brethren, simply 
prescribes the use of charity and candour in the 
estimate which men form of each other, and in 
the censures which they mutually pass upon 
their character and conduct. It is of harsh and 
unnecessary judgments that St. Paul is speaking, 
and not of those judicial acts which are essen- 
tial to the peace of society, and to the welfare of 
every nation on the face of the earth. " Do unto 
others as you would they should do unto you," 
or in other words, as you reasonably think they 
ought to do unto you^ is the rule of charity ; and 
if this is to be applied to the common conversa- 
tion oflife, how doubly, how fearfully imperative 
is its obligation on them, who, in clear, though 
distant, analogy to the tribunal of omniscient 

* An Assize Sermon. 
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powtt, are to minister that portion of jusdee 
wliich potains to man on this side of the grara 
It is by bringing Christianity to bear on these 
momentous transactions of human life, that you 
can best discharge the duty of reasonable and 
responsible beings. Your religion. My BrethreUt 
if it be genuine must be of a practical nature. 
True religion confirms and sanctifies eyery obli- 
gation which an improved condition of nature 
and of reason had previously prescribed. It is 
the cement and the seal of justice, honour, bene- 
volence, and patriotism ; one great and luminous 
proof of its divine authority is built upon its 
obvious applicability to the affairs and exigencies 
of our mortal state. It contains a principle of 
holiness, which not only contemplates the devo* 
tions of the closet and the temple, but asserts 
an influence over all the designs and deeds of 
associated man, supplying them with an energy 
and rectitude of direction, which nothing but a 
ray of divine intelligence could possibly have 
communicated. Were the Gospel dispensation 
understood to abrogate the codes and institutions 
of our country, what could arise from such U 
misinterpretation but broil, and anarchy, and con- 
fusion ? Were the various employments and pro- 
fessions, into which mankind are necessarily 
distributed, to be washed away by the waters of 
baptism, how useless would be those heavenly 
precepts of our blessed Saviour, by which on 
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this scene of trial he has taught us to exempltfy 
the force and virtue of Christian sentiment aj»d 
education ! Of those that surround me^ many 
are. this day called upon to enter on one of the 
most sacred and momentous duties, that the 
necessities and infirmities of humanity have de- 
volved on man. Divine and human is the char- 
ter under which you are to act. The voice of 
the eternal God, whose habitation is judgment 
and mercy, no less . than the common weal, has 
summoned you to this awful task. On this occa- 
sion, I am here, as the messenger of Christ,, to 
demand of you in your several capacities as judge, 
or counsel, or juror, or witness, that you give to 
thef world an illustration of the Christian princi- 
ple of future responsibility, by an impartial ad- 
ministration of those just and equal laws, which 
are at once the highest honour and the dearest 
blessing of our native land. To preserve the 
stream of justice unpolluted, to protect alike the 
rich and poor, the powerful and the weak, in the 
enjoyment of their respective rights ; to rebuke 
the insolence of tyranny, and to restrain the 
oppressor's arm; to keep entire the majestic 
pyramid of society, to secure property, and to 
perpetuate liberty, the wisdom of our ancestors 
devised, and their fortitude and vigilance have 
transmitted to posterity, that noblest monument 
of ancient days ; that amulet of native freedom ; 
that palladium of the British constitution ; that 
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most venerable of human invention, the Trial by 
Jury^ While^ in our legitimate admixatioacf this 
inestimable system, of which the simplicity of 
truth and the majesty of learning are the con** 
stituent materials, we wonder at the blindness of 
those nations which have rejected it; let us re- 
member, that the chief value of the trial by peers 
must of necessity depend.on the prevalence of in-* 
tegrity and knowledge through the people among 
whom it is introduced. . The best constructed 
fabric may perish prematurely from the rottenness 
of its materials ; and the iniquity, or even the ig- 
norance, of a jury may defeat the very object of 
its institution. To the eternal honour of the 
British Empire, be it said, that her judges have 
ever been &s conspicuous for their religion as 
their learning, nor is it possible for a foreigner, 
to read the report of a criminal trial in an English, 
paper, without being struck with the piety which 
pervades every fatal sentence which is passed by. 
the presiding judge. Against the corruption of 
the bench, every security, which human jealousy 
can exact, is afforded by their education, and their 
independence ; and I know not that any thing 
eould be added or wished for to the improvement 
of that part of our inestimable constitution* 
But, My Brethren, if any good can be hoped for 
from a discourse like this, it must be from di* 
recting it more particularly to another class of 
men who are elected, sometimes unexpectedly, 
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fron the great body of die people, to perftmaa 
novel and most anxious part. Of all the dUi* 
gations which bind yon to society, of all the civil 
duties which you can at any period of your his- 
tory be invited to perform, that which beloi^s 
to a juror in the administration of justice ill the 
most solemn in its nabaae, the most arduous in 
its performance, and the most eventftil in its 
issues* It is not enough. My Brethren, that in 
such a situation you should preserve the most 
religious r^ard to the sanctity of your juri- 
dical oath, it is not enough that you labour to 
divest your heart of every enmity, prejudice, and 
partiality ; but you must hold yourself as bound 
1^ an inviolable tie, to keep your understanding 
awake, and to devote every faculty of your mmd 
to the meanest cause which the exigendes of 
your country may have submitted to your inveo* 
tigation^ In such an office I affirm, that indo* 
iCTice and supineness are scarcely less pardonable 
than downri^t dishonesty and corruption ; since 
the consequences which result from the former 
may be as fatal to the ends of justice as those 
which accrue from the latter* It is no easy tadc 
for the most enlightened and exercised mind to 
detect the sophisms of ingatious advocates ; to 
unravel the web of cross and oontradictory tef^ 
timony, and to remove from beneath the com|^ 
cated mass the plain and naked truth. T^ ca- 
pacitate yourself for the conscientious discharge 



SBRMON HI. 81 

of. a &iictiQii^ to vhidi so madh is entmstod^ 
nqfmeBp he assund, not only the exertiont of 
thft moment^ but some preparatovy process* The 
first essential is the control of yonr passions, 
and the next the improvement of your mind; 
withoat these> a man of the most honest and eov- 
rect intention may become the instrami»t ot 
gross iniqaity. Unused to submit his feelings 
ler the test of reason, unacquainted with the rules 
of 6yideiioe> unaccustomed to the exercise of hia 
judgment ; the least appeal to hia passi<MMj the 
slightest opposition of argument, the most 
tsi^ial perplexity <^ testimony wiU oyerpowar 
hi» undeiatanding and divert him firom a fair 
eonclufiion. The prudence of the legislatuie 
baa indeed provided considerahle assistance to 
the jory in the pleadings of counsel, in their 
acute crossi^xamination of witnesses, and in the 
fiaal^^haige &omthe Bench ; but as the best mo* 
dseiaes turn to pnison in the hands of the un- 
skSful piractitioner^ so do these auxiliaries not 
unfi^qnently become the excuse for mdiffiHrence 
and error to the unprincipled and nnthinkiqg 
jmrer# Far be it from me to detract from that 
MTerential respect which on questions of fact aa 
weit as of law ia undoubtedly due from Ae panel 
to the superior penqacuity of a judge ; yet I am 
ftte to declare, tfast^ concerning those points on 
which it is the peculiar province and proud pri« 
vilegfe of a jury to decide, they cannot, without 
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thogj^ than tibe cofcyirtioM trfcJA Me cpented 
<» their own oadeistanding: Canyi^^ widi yva 
Mb prind^ into the jmj lio^ M j Kediren, 
ifriB Off modi iiD^ortaiice flat yon 
hetween that fiimw wUdi is 
istic of wisdom and iuh^iity , and tfiat ohstinaqf 
whidi arises firom %iiomioe and adf^onee^ 
To hold with dogged pcftinacitj am arroneons 
opinion in opposition to the most eonrincii^ 
avgnmenty is indicstiTe only of nneonunon 
dnfaiess or miconnnon d ejp r s f ity of iirfHifrti 
To constitute a jnst and sqisiHe yeidict» yon 
must avail yomsdf of all the lights wfaidt 
our excellent system of trial is ralmlated to 
afford you. You most candidfy and cantiondy 
deliberate not only on the pleadnigs of the le* 
spective advocates, the testimony of the wit- 
nesses, and the comments of the judge, hot on 
the reasoning of the humhiest individual that 
may be impanneDed witii you on die cause, what- 
ever reason you may have to credit the superi- 
ority of your own judgment ; whatever be the ad- 
vantages of your own education and e^erienee ; 
whatever prior grounds for suspidon and anl« 
mosity may have existed between you and your 
brother juror, you are bound to Ustai to him with 
attention and to keep your mind open to con- 
viction. It is here, that you may call to memory 
the remonstrance of St. Paul ; ^' Why dost thou 
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spt atf* nought 4hy bn^hev T You^ lany har^ 
lagnff gen^^ sagacity thaa he, aad yet . ikmim» 
^ng in this particular cause may have occumd 
to Aim, which has escaped ffour penetration* He 
may have beeu impressed with sinne passages of 
evidence which have . failed to strike you wkk 
equal: force. He.may suggest son^ething in the 
toQe> the manner of a witness, whieh^ though 
il,pnotioed by you^ may have been highly worthy 
of regard* In, fii^e, firom a hundred contingencies^ 
.wlLiQh, :^ were impossible for me in a discourse 
^ofrthis .lin)ited mature to mention, a n^an of fai 
la&riQr talents may win you over to his opinioB> 
afirithout any. disparagement to your head or to 
-your heart. This indeed is not often to be ex- 
{lOicted; but for that which is ov^ypomble it is 
t|\e. part, of wisdom to provide. I am happy to 
bielieve that where a jury is much influenced by 
fk^^Yfox: by. an. individual^ of its body; it is the 
igg^ influence of virtue and ability that alone 
.^^vails^. To.be cautious and firm is highly ne- 
;aessary in a juror, to be . obstinate and over- 
bearing is a most pernicious vice. Of the fidelity 
£Mad openness which are the attributes of an 
bme9t witness, I trust that a very few remarks 
will aujOGice. It is in a Christian land I preach, 
and to a Christian peo]^e I address myself, and 
^iwoilg ^uich I ^presunjie thei^e breathes no human 
^iNg, who knoi^St xiot the mean and despicable 
.wkkedness of a cos^mon falsehood, the detested 
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ai OMBMW fiflt «r « nalatei <mA ; in the per- 
ftiBHtt «f Ae MliHB do^ of a witness, 1 
M|le «iBi tt J uffc il y, 1^, a siiq^ reserrar 
tiiM «f Ae tr^, wKf iHToIre the complicated 
«Bmm«t\jm^ ttcA, and vorder. It is impos- 
^ie fa^h^— ■ fara^ht to jwrcdict in what fafcd 
caaaeqMHna Ae d i^ tc s t cferiatiffli from jn- 
Jkal tr^h msy tcnmate. There was a pre- 
tjmam at the ictnbiitive prnDshment among the 
Jem of oU, ^aiMt the peqmer, which I almost 
gc g i tl hM Mt heea "■**»**'*^ hj modem legis- 
^ton. ItiiwritteBmthebookofDenteronomy, 
« if a fidK witnesB rise up against any man to 
beatify ■gaiiMit lum that wluch is wiong> the 
f^^es JmH make diligent inqoiralioD ; and be- 
^jM^ if the witnen be a fidse witness, and hath 
^ff ffiH^ ftbety agunst his brother, then tfaey 
^isH io mito hhn, as he had thought to have 
joncBBto his brother." In this ordinance there 
^ BO imftw aererity; for berides the deadly ef- 
fects that may foDow a judicial peijary, the 
-ime implies so thorough a baseness of heart, 
the prevalence of somach evil principle in the 
breart of the perjurer,a8 renders Mm most jusUy 
the oluect of social abhorrence and legal punish- 
ment. 

^ou, then. My Brethren, who, in tbe ap- 
proaching trials, may be summoned to give an 
evidence, whether against your friend or enemy, 
benare lest enmity or affection communicate tbe 
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islightest coloiuriiig to jour wooods. And oil, if 
«U; any hour on the chroniGies of lite, x>r at aiijr 
plaee beueath the fiun^ the laws of Good and maa 
should be influential on the human hearty let 
them act like chains of adamant upon human 
passions^ when^ summoned by your country to 
her halls of justice^ a more than mortal voice 
proclaims unto your soul, Thau shalt bear no 
false witness. Them shalt do no murder. 

And now. My Brethren, may all that are con* 
cemed in the necessary, but perhaps melancholy, 
duties which must follow this discourse, depart 
from this house with a resolution to fulfil them 
with fidelity and industry. The sternness of the 
law, and the guilt of human nature, oblige us 
to a painful task, and the peace, and order, and 
happiness of society demand that it be executed 
with impartial severity. '* He that justifieth the 
wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even 
they both are an abomination to the Lord/* But 
remember, that with the condemnation of proved 
guilt the obligation to severity ceases, and where* 
ever there is room for doubt, there is room for 
mercy. This I may safely aver is not less the 
doctrine of the constitution, than of the Bible. 
It is a principle well adapted to the infirmity 
and fallibility of mortal judgment. 

It is a principle recognised in the coronation 
oath of our Sovereign, it is one " that becomes 
the throned Monarch better than his crown," 

d2 
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and H is one that I pray may bring on him 
and on his subjects the blessing pTomised to 
the merciful — " even that they shall receive 

mercy." 
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ON OUR DUTY TOWARDS OOD. 



1 CHRONICLES XXVin. 9. 

I%au, Salomon, my son, know thou the Qod of thy fathers, 
and serve him with a perfect heart and with a witting 
mind; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under-' 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: ffthou 
seek him, he will be found of thee ; hut \fthoufoT' 
sake him, he wHl cast thee off for ever f 

If the wisdom and strength of man be msuffident 
for his entire guidance and protection ; if there 
be times and circumstances^ under which his 
reason falters, and his footsteps faU ; if distress 
can shake^ and sickness overcome, the nerves and 
faculties of the proudest philosopher ; if huma- 
nity be frail and feeble, and liable to ills and 
misfortunes which no powers of its own are com- 
petent to prevent or cure ; in short, if every day 
and every hour be pregnant with calamity and 
death to many who deemed themselves far distant 
from their approach, then must this dying charge 
of the Royal Prophet to his son come home to 
every bosom, with a pathos so touching, a hope 
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SO animating^ a confidence so irrefragable^ and 
an application so appropriate^ that the passage 
must seem to have been handed down to posterity 
for the immediate nse of the individual who 
peruses it. 

In discoursing from this impressive text^ I 
shall consider Ist^ the necessity of knowing God ; 
2dly> I shall advert to his omniscience^ which 
^^ searcheth all hearts^ and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts f and^ 3dly^ I shall 
ecmclnde with some reflections on his promises 
to them who '* seek him/ and his threats against 
them who '' forsake him." 

L To each individual among my present hear- 
ers> i repeat the solemn injunction of the king of 
Israel ; " know thou the God of thy fathers.*" As 
the knowledge of him who made yon, who pre- 
serves you, who has power over you, who can be- 
friend you when human assistance is of no avail, 
and who at last shaD everlastingly reward or pu^ 
nish you, is a science of far greater importance 
than any other species of wisdom ; so must the ne- 
cessity of early instruction in the book of God's 
gracious revielation, which contains all the rudi- 
ments of that science, be obvious to every intel- 
ligent parent and guardian of youth. At the first 
dawn of reason, there are in most minds a curio- 
t\ty and an earnestness on this subject, which only 
require to be directed into a proper channel ; and 
however some sceptics, and I an^ sorry to say some 
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sectarians^ may blame the interference of parental 
authority in spiritual concerns^ I must insist that 
there are some principles to which the preposr 
session of the cluld should be secured ; and that 
a belief in the Spn of God^ a habit of prayer for 
the aid and Spirit of God, and an acquaintance 
with the written word of God, cannot be begun 
too early, or be pursued too diligently. If we 
be Christians at all. Christians of any sect, of 
any denomination, we must admit the truth of 
the Script^res, and with scriptural truth we can^- 
not be too soon or too deeply conversant 

Remember also, that it is not because '^ God's 
judgments are unsearchable and his ways past 
finding put," that we are to give up that poirtion 
of his ju4gments which he has made known to 
us, or that enquiry into his ways which he has 
not only authorized, but enjoined* It is not be^ 
cause '^ we now s^ through a glass darHly,'' that 
w« are to close our eyes against ^' the light that 
sbin^th in darkness'' and to ^'r?gard it v^tJ* 
The right way to know Gpd, is to know hjfa a^ 
the Scriptures and as the Son have revei^^ 
him; to know him as the ruler not oidy of th^ 
extended universe, but of the individual heart i 
as the Father not only of the human race, but of 
^ every good and periect gift'' which adorns and 
dignifies it 

The right way tp serve God, is '' with a per- 
fect heart and with a willing mind." To hii^ aer- 
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vice^ we must bring all the vigour of our fesolu- 
tioh, all the steadiness of our judgment^ and all 
the warmth of our affections. For his service; 
we must in some measure alienate our thoughts 
and attention from the worlds and giving up 
many of its idle and criminal amusements^ fix our 
earnest regards on him '^ who inhabiteth eter- 
nity.** By his service, we shall really complete 
to ourselves, '' a new heart and a new spirit ;'* 
we shall acquire that necessary knowledge of the 
power of the Creator, on the one hand, and of the 
powerlessnessof the creature, on the other, which 
will cause us to see clearly the absolute depend- 
ence of the latter on the will and mercy of the for- 
mer. To yield up ourselves in an unlimited obe- 
dience to that will, and to accustom ourselves to a 
fervent supplication for that mercy, as it is ^ our 
reasonable service," so will it be our desire and 
pride. The devout Christian will address his 
God in the spirit of the Psalmist, and applying 
that sacred writer's observation on the frailty of 
the works of creation, to the sickening vanities 
of men, he may exclaim, '* They shall perish, but 
thou shalt endure ; they shall, wax old as a gar- 
ment, as a vesture shalt thou change them, and 
they shall be changed ; but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail." 

Neither will his devotion be confined to ex- 
pressions. The sense of that exalted power and 
boundless mercy, which gives warmth to his 
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prayery and affection to his praise^ will gire wis- 
dom to his purposes, and consistency to his con* 
duct. He knows *^ that God is too pure to be* 
hold iniquity,'' and knowing this, he will serve 
him not only with his lips, but with his life. The 
one will be the humble organ of entreaty and ad- 
miration ; the other will be a continued proof 
that his voice in the tabernacles of the righteous 
has not been lifted up in vain. 

The devoted disciple of Christ does not utterly 
relinquish the world, though he abhors its sins, 
and conforms not to its vicious customs. Hu- 
manity requires that many of its pleasures be 
enjoyed, and religion, ever merciful, does not 
prohibit them. They are the roses which God 
has strewn on this path of care, and it would be 
ingratitude to trample on them. ^Love and 
friendship, health and fortune, rank and abilities, 
are blessings. The vicissitudes of the seasons, 
the fruits of the earth, the very air and light of 
heaven, are blessings, and it would be sacrilege 
to despise them. The good man knows this, he 
se^s it, he feels it, he says, ^^ my Father made 
th6m all," and he endeavours to turn them to 
account. Religion lends her beauty to every scene 
and circumstance, and communicates a soul to 
nature. Who has not felt in the peaceful hour 
of his faith, a revivifying influence, which dis- 
tress or sickness could not bid away from him i 
Who has not felt the compassion of the Mercifii}^ 
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in the unexpected removal oi edaimty^ and tke 
return of health ? God indeed ^ tempms the 
wind to the shorn Iamb ;*' his h>Ye gives us aU 
that we e^joy, and removes from us aU the con- 
tingent evils we have escaped. It is this love^ 
that feeds the gale of morning with incense and 
with health; invests the beams of noon with 
splendour ; robes the parting day in mellowed 
glories, and gives to night her shades and her 
quiet, h^r safety and repose. How varied are 
the means, by which the Deity makes known hia 
attributes; how, powerfully nature pleads to the 
eternal truth, that ^^ God is love !" He is in the 
refreshing breeze that visits my throbbing tem^ 
pies ; He is in the affections that comfort my 
aching heart ; '' He compasseth my path and my 
lying down^ and is acquainted with all my ways." 
In society, when, with shame be it spoken, I 
am forgetful of him, he remembereth me ; in the 
solitude of my chamber he is with me also, and 
in the silent watches of the night. Every breath 
I inhale is drawn by his permission, and if he 
t^ke it away, I shall suddenly die. He is the 
protector of my life, and I will know him ; He 
is the friend of my soul, and I will love him ; 
He is the '' God of my fethers,** and I will '^ serve 
him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
mind.'* 

II. I would direct your attention to the om- 
niscience of God ; which is privy to all the ac- 
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tions of men^ and will nerer suffer goodnen to 
go unrewarded or villainy to escape unpimished. 
The love ynd fear of God are certainly better 
nK>ti ves for virtuous behaviour^ than the applause 
and blame of man. They are hoUer and purer 
as principles^ more genaral and efficacious in 
their extent, and more safe and exalted in their 
reward. Let these then. My Brethren, be the 
springs of action among you. Let a conscious- 
ness of the presence of a never-sleeping evid^MO 
incite you to the constant discharge of evoy 
duty. Let this assure you, that of every hist 
you sacrifice, and of every charity you perform, 
though men be ignorant and &me be silent, yet 
angels shall be the witnesses and God the judge ; 
and that one good work wrought in secret for 
the benefit of your neighbour and for the honour 
of your Heavenly Father, shall gain for ybu^ '' a 
Weight of more exceeding glory/' than the proud- 
est display of pharisaical exactness. Be it yours 
then, my Christian firiends, to keep this consi* 
deration, so replete with comfort, constantly in 
your minds, and to remember, that although the 
blessmgs and chastisements of God be not al«* 
ways the immediate followers of virtue and of 
vice ; although this mortal life is often too short 
in its duration for the purposes of divine retri- 
bution ; yet sooner or later the day of reckoning 
will infallibly arrive, when the good shall be re- 
ceived into glory, and the wicked be consigned 
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to their portion^ even^ '' the blackness of dark- 
Bess for ever/' Hence we gather the essential 
truths that we came not into the world for 
slumber^ but to undergo temptation^ trials and 
misfortune ; and in our progress through it^ we 
shall do well to consider our souls as in a state 
of preparatory tuition for their eternal destiny. 

Devotion must subdue^ virtue must purify^ en- 
durance must prove^ and grace must sanctify 
them^ and all these must continue in active and 
unceasing exertion^ till on the tree of earnest 
and undoubting faith be grafted the beauteous 
blossoms and the fruit of righteousness^ and like 
- the good Cornelius^ our ^' prayers and our alms 
shall have gone up together as a memorial unto 
God." 

For it is not the actions alone which the Lord 
regardeth ; he ^^ searcheth all hearts^ and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts." 
For sins conceived as well as for sins actually 
committed, we are amenable to his tribunal, and 
God of judgment as he is, how awful is the re- 
flection, that he records them all in the volume 
of his remembrance. Our blessed Saviour has 
instructed us how to restrain and regulate our 
evil thoughts. He has taught us to purify our 
desires as well as our actions ; to dedicate the 
affections of the heart, and the powers of the 
mind, together with the temple in which they 
are lodged, to the service and worship of our God ; 
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— *' to him all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from him no secrets are hid.** In vain, ye 
troublers of the world, would ye seek the shades 
of night to conceal your deeds of darkness, in 
vain would ye retire from the haunts of society 
to perpetrate your wickedness ; with regard to 
the Almighty's perception, ye are in constant 
day, and to him your machinations are exposed 
in all their . naked depravity. God looks unto 
the seed as well as to the fruit of evil, and duly 
appreciates the endeavours to eradicate and the 
desire to retain them. No victory over the 
passions, no contest with the instigations of Sa* 
tan, which pass within the deep recesses of the 
mind,- are unobserved or unrecorded by him. 
Every instance of self-denial, every sacrifice per* 
formed for the sake of conscience, every trial 
undergone in the cause of religion, every plea- 
sure relinquished for the cross of Christ, are 
written in the Book of Heaven, in the ineflb* 
cable 'characters of life and light; while every 
vicious emotion jrielded to, and every bad in- 
tention formed, and every sinful concupiscence 
indulged, will find a potent tongue of accusation 
to implead the wretched criminal at that last 
Assize, where Jesus has resumed his Godhead, 
and the Saviour has become the Judge. 

III. I would ofier some remarks on the pro- 
mises of God to them who seek him, and his 
threats to them who forsake him. 
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iiexe, with what a heaT^nly emphasis does the 
admonkion of David again recur. ^ If thou seek 
him, be will be fouod of thee^ Imt if thou for* 
sake him^ he will cast tiiee oS for ever.'' The 
pradeiit son neglected not the advice of his 
Royal Parent ; we read, that he sought wisdom 
and the knowledge of <jod, above sSi the trea* 
sures of the earth; he acquired that knowledge, 
and the treasures w^re added ateo. But how 
are we to seek God? Not by directing the 
search of impious enquiry into mysteries wisch 
he has pronaunced to be concealed. Not by 
questioning the equity of his ways, and cavilling 
at «very dispensation of his providence : not bj 
elevating ourselves to the seat of judgment, and 
by degrading him before the bar of sophistry and 
eri^r. Not through the blood of goats or bulls, 
the burnt offering and incense-breathing sacri- 
fice : not through the intercession ai departed 
saints and mediating Angels, but with a changed 
and contrite heart ; with a soul desirous to be 
saved alive, aifd panting fer a more intimate 
communion with its t«ord ; with passions con- 
quered, feelings chastened, love fixed on its 
worthiest object ; and with a faith, animated and 
practical, confidently though humbly leaning on 
the bosom, and trusting to the atonement of our 
Redeemer. Our search for God can never be in 
vain. If his person be invisible, his attributes 
are every where manifested. On every stage 

15 
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and path of life litte showered his gntaitoaa 
blessifigs. On erwy o)>ject 4^t pvesento itself 
to the sensie> die eye, the cenc^tioa, wje may 
discern the iminress of divinity. It is stamped 
upon the earth, it is sealed upon the deep ; it is 
emblazoned in the Heavens ; it is engrav^i oil 
€ke heart of man. The gods of the heathen aie 
departed from their shrines, Jupiter has left the 
Capitol, and the falling odumns of the Grecian 
deities strew the land they were miahle to defend. 
Where are the idels that surronnded Israel ? 
Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad T 
Where the gods of Hena, and of Ivah, and Se- 
pharvaim ? They Me rotting with their sense- 
less worshippers in the dust, but thou. Lord, hast 
^' suddenly come to* thy temple!* and ^* with a 
strong hand and an outstretched arm hast thou re- 
deemed thy people*^ The world was '' dead in 
trespass and in sins,'^ it became like the valley of 
the Prophet, tiU thy eternal Son did breathe tyinm 
it, and bade those ^^ dead bones live**' Thus then, 
mil we bow before thee; and seek thee in the mvln 
titnde of thy mercies, and in the congregation qf 
tky people ; thus, tpiU we acknowledge thee, praise 
thee, and bless thee.; thus, O God of our salvation, 
wiU we confess thy pmver, and " all the earth shaU 
worship thee the everlasting Father /" My Bre- 
thren, in bringing this discourse to a dose, I 
must advert to the dreadful threat denounced 
against those who forsake their God. Alas ! be 
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will " cast them off for ever !** Oh ! ye, who 
now in thoughtless levity tread on the very 
brink of this ttemendoujs^ precipice ; ye, who in 
the giddiness of youth, the worldliness of man* 
hood, or the apathy of age, pass on your useless, 
dangerous ^xistenoe, in nag^igpmc^: or defiance 
of your heavenly Father, pause, I implore you, 
and ponder on this decisive sentence. If the 
simple appeal, if t^?. fcoQf^gg generosity and 
obvious justice of my text, make no impression 
on, your hopes or fears; vain Will be all humafb 
jlj^eaching, and vain, Ifi^r, your listening to hu- 
man argument. I know, I j(^/ that the/wprds 
of this text are far beyond my power to illus- 
trate. Their sense, however, i& 44^i - aftd * «i)i- 
Ti^inn, and inteHigible. ' Art cannot emb^Biilft, 
eldcutibn cannot heiglit^ it. lUs is^ no 4bMiB 
for idle declamation, to while away a leisui^ 
'hour, and then to perish from remembrance^ this 
is no subject of mere speculative cur iofitty, but 
a matter of the first and last impbrtance to your 
mortal and immortal lives ; to your doaiest titte- 
rests teinpoAland eternal. . As isuch. My Bre- 
^thren, I again present it to yoti, and> eam^stfy 
^and affectionately i I put it to you, wh«their it be 
^better to ^ know the God of your fk^ers, tsA 
ko serve him with a perfect b^art,^iidi«9itli^^^ 
wiHing minds'* oi^to fdrsak« in him the ottly 
prospect of Salvation, and^ to be ^' cast off*?4rtth 
the wicked"^' for -ever/*- : . . » .v 
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Which now qfthe^e thinkest th^u wag iieighlxmr to him 
, thaifeU among the thieves? And he said, lie thai 

showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him^ Qo 

and do thou likewise. 

The first of these vases concludes one of thoset 
excellent paxables in which our Savionr fre- 
quently conunjinicated instruction to his dis- 
cqples; it contains a question which compels 
from his hearers the moral truth of their rei^y^ 
and he dismisses them, fraught with this con- 
viction, with the solemn injunction^ to put it 
into immediate practice. 

The parable, as you wdl know, relates the ae- 
cident of a certain Jew on his road to Jericho 
&Iling among thieves ; who, having robbed and 
maltreated him^ leave him half dead ; in this 
dismal situation he is first perceived by a Priest 
of his own fisiith and his own country, who, in- 
stead oi tarrying to relieve, avcMds him ; a Levite 
also, who was bound to him by every tie of law 

E 
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and kHidredi '^ioQhs an /bwt. and- ^acwea txy*f^ 
Balrat l^igtb, a SaixiaHlia&> a miEiii of =4 different) 
njgition^ and a differeot sect, jotumies where he 
lies bleeding and helpless^ and has compassion 
oftihiih ; Ke binds up his womida, poura in thsm 
the oil and^ wine be- had ^wii^ for fait n^t^es^ 
sities; 6et8himonhisownbe$st, conveys himta^ 
t&e shelter of an ina; and» b^iKg obliged to 4s^ 
port tlience on his' busines^^- leaves ;inoney with 
the host to defray the expences incid^dtal to his 
cure, with the additional charge *' whatever thou 
spendest more, when I come again I will repay 

thee." , , . ^ , , 

^^ueh is the delightful and instructive paralde^. 
with which our Sarviout chose- to^ ipswer liiat 
questidn of a Jc^isli^ Lawy er> '* wha js; my ne^ii^ ' 
b^rT !A.^^e6tion most probably. occasioned, biy^ 
an^t^Hiofi too preval^t amiong the Jews, that. ; 
a <^mm to the giood office^' of neighbimrh^spdr . 
wjM^>e§qfined to peesoas ^xT thc^r own, cooQtrijr^ 

in order to lay before you this ari;am^|ifj| 
o^ SavtoalT: in it&^s^Migf 8t> l^t,,aiid,^ eosili^t. ( 
i«t &il fooce.#nt]iequ««tie9 pc^ ^.Vj^y^ilie^i. 

nece^AMry to stote4Q< jjoru^c^i^^ 
Iat»v^ to ithe > enmity ; 4 ul^wiisting bet^fv^ >.^,^ 
J6;«»a]iditibi^fi^afritaBs^ Tlm^^wmpy^ ^bif^rii < 
fr4mM»MPffvw^ apdi Iqpg cwtinii»ni{e iie^iudu^^i 
peoveBbidli jee(Bis*tah»v«.ofiginaj;§d %t,jiher^^^ 
of ^e /tan tribes of B^boboam ; rand theii: l^ea^ . 
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Jetoboim petpetualed it, by fisdng his nifir 
ca{Htal at Saotuma, and by greeting tlie shrine at 
a godless azid idolatrotts irarship at Dan and 
BdtiieL'V^'- 

But tiffi^^eamstanci^ whieh renderod tiia^ 
Dneof eeparalKon'iiiQve imipassahle beltwaea them, 
was the snbsequait erection of the celebrated 
alter on Mo«qeKt Beriskim, to whidi they ascribed 
mDreholiiiriBS'AABr'fo'tiie'teniple of Jonsalem 
itsiel£^^'0«ir' Fathers," says the Woman of Sama^' 
riir^'t'/ wwAipped on tUs mountafai, but you teach. 
tfiMiin J^rusideai men ought to wonh^" Foe 
the service of this altar th^ consecrated Ma*' 
n|ti3ses to the high Priesthood, in aTOwed riTalrj^ 
t&'iSbai difitin^utehed (rfftoe among the Jewsw 
lit kibmeipieme Af these pnkseedings, all the* 
eiu^i^Mttuiiica<fe^ dnd disaffected of Judeaflodkeft* 
to^Maifiussds ia'nd took sanctuary wift the Saaauiri 
ritftnsi iahd 4i6ucefbrth'<9iese two naticms/sepa^ 
raifiiitB'iii r6B^d&;in gbvemtoent^ and in hnm^' 
hated eadi othisr with Uie-bitteieBt aniaMsity t 
hid 'jio delEi!Kn|fs; nd comeotiDn tc^ether y tot- 
hi/Bif^HiS fateMotiise;sind eartied their vurtudr 
deferta1i3ii sofilw m to'Witidi^ the «>niaion 
civilities and assistance wMth no strahger sent-' 
pl^^oaflfoTd^iinother.' IPhfUsthe eont^tlm i^ 
inF^^H^^ dffifereilcest bttS §» v^liM i deadly) 
leikgth such difibrences wiU carry theur sevesal 
adW6cat^; We h»v^ biit t6b siatiy dad fibfr tnehMu- 
cholfM^oUiAers 4n ^the ttnnds bf CkriBtiaxiitf ^ 

b2 
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itself; at t))^ sqioe time^ that thi^ is a Bfini nt- 
terly ioconsisteiit with the will and temper of 
i^8 Divine fouqder^ would he evident to all alh 
servers, had they no other grounds on which to 
^rm a judgment than the paraUe before, us. 

To convince the narrow*minded seotariat of 
hia enror> to exhih^ m, its proper colours the dis* 
gusting selfishness 'Ofbis;(ppaciples^ and to^^heiK 
thfiriextensive fi^^^^of^XIIbrntian charity^ I ^j^e* 
jlff^ to be the intention of J^sus Chxist iu^ th^ 
^$^ee aUuded to. And^as there is not agenepul 
flaaxim in the Gospel ordman/oes which cannot 
he brought home with advantage .to the indivi* 
4aal who hears or reads it> I shall endeavour, My 
Brethren, to direct.your attention to two principal 
considerations, deducible from the parable of the 
good Samaritan ; and before I quit my subjects 
frshan hope to Jeav^ on your minds a dear and 
definite impression of the principles which bear 
immediately, oi^ that great law fi^ the ^^ighty, 
Tkdu shait lam tkjf neighbour i^ thyfi^^ prii)T 
^{des which are . necessary to the right i:widi^r- 
atanding of the. law, and withoujb which it would 
be but a dead letter, and an unmeaning record* 
^ Let us then enquire, . 
, L To what ei^tent we are bound to admit .the 
i^Hom pf neighbourly love as it regards person^. 

..JI. To wh^t ^xt^nt we ane bound to exercise 
iJuO; lov£ {88 it regards the benefits it confers. 
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Thdse appear to me the* only material ques* 
fions which arise on the face of the command* 
ment^ and having made up our minds on these 
points according to the model set before us, it 
only remains that we give vitality and vivacity 
t, the »««m™t, ted " g. «rf d, like^.- 

I. The fiipiift of Parity which the Gospel 
hicufcates, is as difihsive as the ascendency 
whidi the Gospel cfaiims is absolute ; not con<^ 
Sued to country, dime, or colour, they go ibrth 
tiDgether, the friends of men in idl the divercdty 
of his species; wherever nlan is to be fomMi, 
there is the Gospel to be preached ; wherever 
the guilt of Adam attaches, there they assert the 
|K>wer andiiie'^tivflegeto counteract the taint; 
the anger of God, for the disobedience of but 
first parent, was kindled against the whole race, 
iand who sliall dare to deny that hiii mei^ ift 
cdmniensurate with his justice 1 

After God'^ own image was man created t bat 
6fa! how* poorly does the creature image hfe 
tJteatbr^s mindt— We recur to the parable. 1*0 
Priest of Jtldah saw his ndghbour in distrels 
and mis^/ Perhaps he paused to comider 
whether he was ope to whom he was religiously 
Itouiid to apply that term aild to fdlffl'tbat dttty. 
Had the poor sufibrer been afolrei^^i'^tMd bftrd 
hearted monster would not, I dare say, have tad 
tJie delicacy to turn aside, but would have jour- 
neyed recklessly on, in the comfortable convic- 
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tittk that he \9ia vkiit' cdle^ tipofi^td^^ttfa^ a 

6thinx3trti tribe; tag own oity;li^Mm«Ai^dn; 
diie>%roin Ki» laW'^^ins \dm iohAxMytHik 
pity and )b r^lieveftdtii kindness; andi4nldoeii 
he dat Dtfown on' the slevie resocttete of 'lih 
own mean and^tiailaus soni, he adopts a donduet 
i!rh!cb w91 sate at mice his consdeneo^ hA» 
ttKrable^ and his p^rse ; he aifeets to be igtioriBi 
of ''his nbighbouansi extiittaiity^ aiid ^ piUBses bjMQ 
l^e other side f tnify I wist not iMs was a FrieM» 
^ but God ^hsil tatdte thee, flioa whitod sepidi^ 
iBire r The Levite cornea ; Wke his psadecessor^ 
he is a bigot taiow^ a hypOMito to rd^fioiij, ani 
a stfdngorio InimaRity; Initiated/ by omiositgfr, 
and probably with somo steiet hope of fiadng 
him an aliens hb looks . upon the. poov i mnHkA 
giroanittg by the way sido. JStel hb diaoofeie 
him at once to be a: legal.iiei^boiiY^ tohdft a 
lej^tiifnatedemand'Oii^.hiseompassicaii IiepatiSee; 
pethapshe is mored with' some omnpiindiMiir 
Tifalting* tf cons^Moe ; he^ timiB, a^/ loo^ 
a^ain; but^ noyiiil pasi^oa is tooiiiti)»% f«Mi 
nioftitor; hisJairsi^iciaties.k against'hiSipll^^ 
dnd While he toO' sneaks away>. aady ter: pMtomte 
<li6 app<iara^ce itf decenc^^.j^passesfairoajthtf 
otheir-sMe^^^^e Ibrlorn bbyect 1^^ fobbaib* 
enieTty and the neighbour's neglect is Mts to 
ike ftttther casoalties of the high read. And 
here^ My Brdtfatw^ can I glance mj eyes wound 



thin fihriiHiiim Mffriiihlri iradirwfiiTf thtwniin tbA 
didifffatiid fUrtMiiftHiiiTih thflt IhfiT do not <mflnnnfA> 

tfeHtr^flft fmtiPti(t ef thiiH9axNe< 9«ta|iw no «QQf 

<iBM0it:«ba)ll i^.pnfm'^tV' ^s*^ fviwt Mid 
t)M&Jb«l¥it«i«aiU0|;1iiBri|rCf^ HI att.^. ^iliMBS. ifC 

irk9 .am iKN!^- ^m99e^v«» Mt^ffe^kv iMoocesat, 
<tf^w«wiiililit9L and^ivarioe!* agninrt the ^ appsiil .«f 
%^IWl|^.^e'€ta9%«*i>Xl»e g^Uto{ hum^ wMinc^ 

^mriiwi^ (g/T >£r«iH«» ,v ,^ Aipif?,'' ( We. 90W u^vk 
t^i^bd. oprntj^ilplatiotik lOf a diSB^rcstittchaxactar. • , . 
0tTiu^n9Xt-traYaUer isa.S&inariU|a«; byttjboi^ 
lte.yiras.ii.jHitiirf.0f l^annu^a, ]^ was %citvEqn oC 
4pej««rl4;v: t^ »waii,a fi\aU> «! hiun^R »»*?¥« ; h^ 
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lie iras Idooudd' to lier peHaHie^/ alliim»teA'4M|r 

her passions^ sensitive fo her pshis; wiisA- tr6m- 

-hiingly aHve to her luiseries; Irmn fail} own he 

thttdk^oiiedto jiidg0t^fcth0^ik' wee^ ani':6eeH^ 

r^ feUow-^^reature Hr 4iattess, be stirfed not 46 ^A 

fhis naiBbe> hia irihe^ hia kiadred; or his faith^; 

iMoiagb iar rfais kuid* aad masAybetkt, Ifaai te 

If^is a tmrther of Ifte same specie^; that be wflis 

.iMfMse 0{ h&s fooafe, and ftesh^ hii^ fltehr^aaiB 

^0tigh he XB]gbt> hive' perceived 'by hi»> habit 

>|iiili he waaa ie?r ; and^lfy tiicf same tok^ thiit 

,Jb|e IMS an ei^my^ hfs^U asiy tliat be^ waer a nuU^, 

Mm wis smiple but unitrersal ounm wasBiiffic^ieBt 

j^^Us ]^3anthropib mind^ to call ibrth e^ear^ 

dB39E^f%> and to ov^ower every hattedy and 

fto paratyse eVery prcjudiee/and to exdte igo^ 

nercms and an unreserved surrender <^ aU the 

sfii&eeB of hnmanity^ The history is but the 

Gi?6ation of a benevolent mind ; tiie good Soma* 

iftaili Uved but in tlie &me of the parable ; the 

flestou h an eKhibition of human aatwei mther 

i[lifeifejh0rid^be^!ihail4» k»;{ bM the nboWci- 

cft>i!ded the monument our Saviour waMed^ on 

Mhidb to grave the most touching and the most 

subtime of lepitaphs ; ^' 0Kess6d are the merciful 

fw they shall obtain mercy.** This then is the 

;«Kt^t» and this the boundary of the claim of 

te%hbouihood ; an extent^ which enfolds within 

ila jample pale every class and description of 
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^;|]i2Afibear1;fae4mifaant<foK^^ wai pri- 

viBgefofiClfariitlaiP Anrily^ ^ '^ . • *;< -^ *>? 

ofl ILvd lmV0nftH(r teL'sd^rart to tkielr ttconf qafai* 

^ ilAki^ycdka^ataM our^ isfidghbow « 

:allrBiI£'/^Alldiiwto><4IMy r4raftdJttpiM^:earteib 
nf^<imni. iiae^A inrt idigrMBiftoib tte dMvpter 
(jbafow Ufi^^tln fttrabknlft ^MBIl nif biief^rawi^ 
flunre; mdjit td^iiiistaiie^- ite^aui^iiti^e lesMfti, 
^d:f pciibt( ihem 'to tbe^iifeaiid mamMrs^of 'tlie 
j^. f Had tmrvbtetted: Samoiipo&oiai tocabiM^ 
\ilKtt inq[iartaAt/iiBt;Sictton' 
Aoski&id of a &SUe, I'4MDk;lioXIip8iiaii.% 
^fwvei dctaMdd ita siifficdent: apjdioataoii tottbfe 
tcaae hss d6liigiied>to:iilofltrate ;- but; wliea^mrape 
Ifoil? !tlie ' parttUe was doa^oaed^'^ and i«|[ito& 
fiBiielljr Ar ike purpose of&pMmng th^dMtrifie^ 
dite ibay be ^uldy certain tiiat it envbraces every 
brandi^ <tf ther subject; and timtit contaiiu^lf we 
odtopse te'elieilf Hy ^fWt&dihti'ymdtio^ mik^ 
tsofatooi/vitiUe iidfaaEniali0iii^ . Let •nsiiaom 
jritf^ciwdidiliidfbpen Jbisdi^ 46 .idvUrt^di life 
^^u:ficiiftBr cfaaaraeter of ^tbe^SainaaitaaM lave to 
MsmcdghBotur. Thefiiitpeoi^tiarity MtitiiSi'dis- 
itfiiguishes it^^is dmuHr^stedkegs ^ He enee^Mh 
ctetrs a mflkerabK bfelng'by the tray^sidey rdbbed, 
fwouiided^ and deserted; he knoifs'not ^c^Aie 
ds^ ov/if he does knoWy fcmows -only ^ that :he is ^ 
ju .odio^a JEaoe ^lie caldulates^tipdn rnof possible 
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HryssoM* Md niDvM^.QPuljr, bjr pity, .the. j^Tin^M^. 
aitribute t)£ au», he fffoj^ ibimiiivttff^.mHl 

mxy: 800) .•€ i( lieii^, «n4; ift.fW Mtcpfbrnl^ im 
b6^ififlie«e» »Jiicihifr«qpieirt)7 «aH9e».«-igil& qwmi 
iniUgtif, to ott<ac«igb tbe . ymnim^ invmi^q^. 
TlMiSamaiitfwit wn» o» a j$ti»ni«y»^ piipJ»l^j{,ftC 
feaiv»der^lftfiOiiMiqpie»fieMi44^ IK} b)oa#0C; 

^avubto.put hk awn ptM^y; g«0l«F inti^ (^S s^ai^ 
dgwmtithdii&flf ft ^dkntfXweAtttre.in&Hr tbetim^ 
bft; -BbandiMiB his. icodtetpriie* • w&ltli«y«K H qaair^ 

haTe^beoi^ and.itiia 4Nti>M hft Jbaftj»N'i4de4 hi^ 
•mi comfovtst iiap<«reiMi«d hi^iQwa purs^ se^a^ 

PdifWjr^ s«4 ^QVid<^ Jigfi|q9t^\i4 flOiitiiV^cy of, 
(it»h^s%.';tb»tbftput»i)^bipjopniey. . ^ . , 
i 'TbR IsfA liBi^ui^iI rRhfiJIl isenuNTk i^ tiu$| exhir 

bilioB oCuftigWi>qiwiy>v^ isj?riK^«» , . „ . .. 

«wfew .i». ^b«i»ij b.u$ iwt tvm>wi ; /tjiere , i^,<ft. 
fto 4m»ij»t^iKijr i« bis. 9<»a4upt; thfi^e ie:«^,p)<^^ 
a40ptat»QSii of ibft mfifm ^ tht eifi£fia(Dfies.jp^<^, 
<ssejb«for9. bw.: *b»^ fs.a j^r^wjiag spirit of 

I 

tkeite i8. no wa«t« or v^ardesp^Bs i it ^o}il4Jbe, 
to .say. lis. did tao m^j^h? and it wfml4 



liee^ to kave i^ofxuwatiiv>aft tiMr.4ai«)« 
|erfec<^in^-dbttrH;^\M toipennittgd to>hiiBUt» 
idt|r> and tlw &vlM iniith^ictof thteirif 4i^^ 
It^BlynMi^asary to add/4Midr«H£iig tfceiUdijctd 
the kiik^yirr In «|iait Uoiuvand to.yo«» ton^M 

to^osa ab0dei^aiid'(iiO004mic^ 
maysoolibeoftited upon tot jpractiso . wliat yaa 
Iwre thig day Iiiiafd; mA Ol My Brethrai^ if 
Ais^^smissiony fitebly^aA ithas beeait^eKted^Jiaf 
daimed^f^m'tliei]itfiii9io.Yahie ofvthe.snblecsk^ 
Mj^hab^eai in yottr boeoiaui ^ iC-tlflaBaKnitivaixC 
tlie gdod €!ammtanr loved as ifc k m Soifiuicyaad 
retired in manhood^ hfts tad aay power to airrwt 
your momentary attention ; nowj let not Hb h^ 
nignant lesson expire with the voice of the 
pre&cher ; bbt lei it he inde!n>ly iMprinted on 
your hearts. Let it be a talisman to wean your 
Sections from sordid selfishness ; a touchstone 
to try your benevolence^ and an exsimple to lead 
^u unto God. But there is yet a further iBus^ 
tVation to which I must brieiy advert before I 
disnnss my subject. It is the iUustration it re-- 
cbives firom the authority of him who proposed 
it ; it is the identification of our blessed Saviour 
Himself with the Samaritan of his parable, that > 
siamps it perfect. He framed the character 

13 
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from his own mihd^ inspired it with his own vir^ 
tues> ondued it with his own tenderness, and left 
it as an example to his own disciples ; He is in- 
deed the : good Samaritan ; He fomid humanity 
lost and . destitute ; He raised it up redeemed 
andliopeful; He found mriiappy man left help* 
less by the wayH^ide^of h£e, robbed and wounded 
by sin and misery.*; and curing his wounds, . and 
strengthening his powers, he conducted him ixi 
a place of rest, of virtue, and of happiness. Go, 
then. My Brethren, and learn, though at humble 
distance, to imitate this benevolence; go, and 
wherever you find a brother sinking in want, or 
pining in. ignorance^ rqjoice that you hdve found 
afield for charity and love; I and if, in adsalms- 
tering relief and remedy, you advance a little be- 
yond the common prescriptive rules of liberality, 
and spe^d a little more than worldly prudence 
would dictate, remember there is one that pro- 
wfeeth '^ token J come again, ItoiU repay ^e!*- 
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l^klBtlANttT TnfE ONB TftNli' irBfeDFtrL; OR THE 
^ < CA«fi i6F MARTHA ANI> "MARt^ eONSIDEftED. ' 
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And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things: but 
one thing is needful ; and Mary hath chosen that good 

' parti which shaU nof be taien away from her. 



» %•• 



I^T.was never ^ithiii ike scope and intention of 
Christianity, to absolve mankind from th<e per* 
fpnnance pf those duties . towards their fellow- 
crej^tutes, to which, by the law^ of natu^ej the 
laws of society, and the laws of es^edienqy, they 
stood immutably bonnd. That Gospel, which 
was deemed worthy to be heralded by the tongues 
of angels, breathed nothing but ^' peace upon 
earth." That dispensation which was to emit 
*' glory to God in the highest," was also fraught 
with *' good will towards man." Heavenly in 
its nature, it sent no earthly pageant as its har- 
binger, and brought no earthly riches in its 
train, but, if it occasionally militated with worldly 
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pi^jq^eriiy# k pnaxrisedto die finii bcA^ tbe 
ample oonqpeiisaiibn of *' peace and joy ki be^ 
Ueying:" a peaee^ of which^ not disappocatment, 
not adyeaasitf^ not taHiii»> eould deprive him ; 
and a joy^ wUcdi kioking to Christ for its origin, 
its fruition> and its fulaess, was wholly inde* 
pendfiQt of sensual gratification, and triumphed 
in its .immortality* 

With these preparatory reflections. My Bre- 
thren, I wish to lead you to the consideration of 
the little narrative in which the important in* 
struction of my text originated* 

Our Saviour had no sooner answered the ques* 
tion of the Jewish lawyer, concemiiBg ike extent 
of love required to one's neighbour, than he was 
called upon to dispose of another topic in relignm 
and morality, not very easy of adjustment. 'On 
his journey from die country round Bethsaida 
toward Jerwidem, became to a little viHage, and 
entered nito the house of li certain woman SRatmed 
Mtfdrtha* Thib' Woman, who seems to have bebn 
no • WAys deficient in amiafMoiess afad hospitiility; 
immediately began to biii^ hersdf with much 
eanitefeaess, on some little i^ces which * were 
requisfto fer his accommtkla^ion. It is probable 
that i^e had not at this time entertained any 
distinct ideas concendng^ thci missidn' ct Jdsius^ 
that she did not recognize hkn as -the gloriocfs 
Messiah expected by her nation ; that she bad 
barely heard of Ms teacbing in fShe vicimty ; aiid 
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mid toi'atttend to iiin with kindoMs, hgr tin lUrta^ 
T^ ^foodoMs of ker temper^ undcby airtsong SMise 
0/ idiitjrviinirardB teir .mI^^ QtnattoMui in 
hi» MsfoAtkiniiMc metAmn^o^ .tolwrelieeii Mf^ 
mitesU i]testitafe«'of ^MiK^Csi dui ivteite O0O»» 
nbsiyvfilliJErtitnwpiii 1^ had 110 bbmpa^ 

mto but her sistery chiefly deTtil?0d upenUnselit 
Uiidir titesler cfeoiiiiistj^^ pmaed ftr 

tlHM^fliid^epMrtioii byrthe sndobm atiivid of s 
gdcst^ it -ibiHHhiiral liuH^she uhofiAA hofve expiated 
t]^ assistaaice of^iier imntttei ^:lHlt Meing'her 
sotted :al i A0 feet of : Jcsnsp and firtenitag^' to hia 
dwicfltme'So Inkeiitiyyaa Ito ibigcitlAw 
biH»ii@a0,iBfa^tt»med^4o«tfMr^e «teaag«r^ snd 
aciB0|yhl]n:mih»iMiie'in^^ aiidruQipstiBiice^ 
'Vtliordi'doit thou trnt'cme that my s&tertottii 
leftniti^ to'sc^Fe^cpel Bid heir therefore that 
sli» bieJi^ ioie^^ AiadtleraBansvrered'imdaaalriiBitd 
h^ViiMwti^ Maithi^ thoa avti^flfiil^ apd'tam« 
bl^ AboiitiinM^itiMigBi: !biit ooe thing i^cieed^ 
fok ^ «ni linry ^inutb idMiieit^that giioApattnirliidi 

e0f|)$bK^i«9pgpis)>^ ,• -v .■• <• -- t^, , * - -...-■; 
wi^ me ill i9£U!^^M]^Jt^ifef tips r€»^^ 
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of our SariouT could not hy any poflsibiUty, be 
intended to blan^the motives vilAch actuated the 
kind hoapitaHty of his hoatessi and which so wdS 
accorded with the spirit of the paraUe which he 
had just relirted^ and which concluded with the 
ttuphatic and memorableinjunction — '^ go and do 
thou likewise.* Who> with greater energy than 
the blessed Jesus>eTer pressed upon his disciples 
those duties of considerate and courteous kind* 
ness which tend so admirably to sweeten the bit* 
ter draught of this World's sorrows and anxieties t 
Who^ with more earnest fervency than the mer** 
eifiil Redeemer^ erer taught^ by precept and by 
practice^ that universal compassion and phi]«i-r 
thropy^ which r^ards with charitable purpoee 
every caste aild character of created man; whidi^ 
if carried into such extensive operation^ .as I 
trust in God is yet in reserve for it^ would ei^h^ 
brace the interest of millions now separated and 
revolting from its influence ; and would enfold 
in one capacious and harmonious family, the 
mighty population of a Christian world I No^ 
My Friends, he who was .minutely acquainted 
with all the virtues, and all the vices of our nar 
ture ; he, ^ who knows as weU what is conducive 
to our temporal, as what is advantageous to our 
etemalj interests ; he, whose affections wer^ sq 
ardent, as to bring him down from im^onceivable 
glory in kindliest sympathy to a faSen race, never 
'^proved an act of charity, an act of friendship. 
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et ati dct of lore. He rebaked not Marthtf for 
tbe exereise of that benevotent spirit, which it 
'was his delight to stiinalate where it existed, and 
to instil where it was vranting. He taught on 
tnany occasions that this world's business mubt 
be done^ though that of andther, and a better, 
Was liot to lie left undone. When, by the pa^ 
^bie of God's providence over all his crea- 
tures, a providence which condescended to dothe 
cfv^en the Ulies of the field in regal splendour, he 
r6^oved thetnordiuEte care of his disciples con^ 
6eming terrestrial honours and terrestrial com^ 
12Art^;^he by no'. tbean^ insisted dn an utteif aban*^ 
dHttttiiant of th^se things, as the terms of accept^ 
%^^with God. He knew that such an aban- 
^otimtot could not be general without sending 
ihe whole woiid into unhingement and confusion. 
When at another time he declared, that '^ those 
Whb-hated not fstther and mother for his sakev 
Were Vmworthy of him ;*• can you suppose that 
lie' meant to absolte a son from filial allegiance, 
"fHfu daughter firbm filiaMovfe ? This WT»e indeed 
k^indnsti'ous interpretatioA of those Scriptures 
iwrhich'were given' for our leatMng; a savage 
']{>fenrW5ioh of liiat wftrd which was ^written «ir 
IW^^i^Mtion. 'It were, in truth, to wring the 
^adliest pbisoii oiit of the most medidnAl herb. 
if^si tmstbm still prevalent in the East, the word 
^'MteT is iMroduced, as comparatively with, and 
ilttt in opposition to, the word ^' love."" It im- 

F 
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plies, simply^ a leslter d^ree of affection^ and 
the whole declaration imports, that it is only in 
competition with heaven, that we are to despise 
the world; only in comparison with God, that 
we are to disregard a parent. 

Few, very few, are the occurrences of life that 
will warrant any member of society in deserting 
that post which he was designed to guard, those 
duties which he was enjoined to fulfil, and those 
trials which he was commanded to endure. A 
life of monastic seclusion is not necessarily a life 
of religion, nor a state of solitude, a state of 
peace ; Christianity desetves not so gloomy, so 
selfish a character. She is an agent, and requires 
constantly objects to' act upon. She bids her 
disciples reside in the world, that they may im* 
prove, and spiritualize, and purify, and evange- 
lize it ; that they may render it a fit habitation 
for that Holy Spirit, who has promised that he 
will theA dwell in it ; and that as, by a fixed and 
unchangeable decree, it is evident, that agitation 
is necessary to the improvement of the human 
mind ; we must live amidst the conflict of human 
passions, braving all the dangers, and toils, and 
sorrows^ w4iich they create, in an humble confi- 
dence on God's assistance, and in a sincere per 
suasion, that they are only the '' wind and storm 
fulfilling his word." 

It is a weak and foolish supposition, productive 
of considerable indolence, imd evil, and unau- 
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tbarized alike by reason and revelatioui that 
worldly professions are altogether incompatible 
with Christianity; that the Merchant cannot 
carry on his traffic, the Lawyer cannot engage 
in the administration of justice^ the Senator 
cannot attend the duties of legislation, or- 
the Soldier undergo the hard^ips of warfarej 
without forfeiting their claim to the redemption 
of the new Covenant It i^ true, that many are 
the crimes committed, and many are the sorrows 
inflicted, by those engaged in some of the em* 
ployments which.1 have specified. These, how^ 
ever, are not confined to one vocation, or ex- 
cluded from another. They are unhapppily 
common to a '^ world lying in wickedness f' they 
arise from the innate depravity of human nature : • 
they grow out of the sin and degradation to which 
the posterity of Adam is subjected ; and though 
somewhat checked by the institutions of civi- 
lized society, and moderated still more by the 
partial influence of the Gospel, they are yet suf- 
ficient to make out the charge of the Psalmist, 
and the Apostle^ that ^' we are all gone out of 
the way» doing that which is right in our own 
eyes," and that *^ all must" ther^fpr^ '^ be in^ 
eluded under sin," till ^' every month be st^p^d, 
and every soul be brought in guilty before God." 
It is not, surely, because a Lawyer commits an 
act of injustice and chicanery, or a Merchant 
an iniquitous barter, or a Soldier a deed of ma- 

F 2 
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lignant and unnecessary cruelty^ that we are 
therefore to lay this gvalt at the door of their 
professions, which attaches exclusively to the in- 
dividual culprit. It is the abuse and not the use 
of the profession that creates the crime — When 
^^en of different trades and avocations, moved 
and penetrated hy the awful preaching of the 
Baptist in the wilderness, proposed to him the 
momentous question, " What shall we do Y' — 
did that great messenger of Christ require them 
to renounce any of their professions as a pre- 
liminary to reformation ? When the Publicans, 
and a worse set of men than they were in the 
mass I believe we shaU not easily meet with, ap^ 
plied to him for instruction, how they should 
flee from the wrath to come ?" — his reply was, 
exact no more than is appointed you/' When 
the soldiers demanded of him, what must we do ? 
He said unto them, '^ do violence to no man, nei- 
ther accuse any falsely, and be content with you? 
wages." Neither did our Saviour intimate that 
it would at all facilitate the salvation of the 
Roman Centurion to oblige him to quit the 
Roman service, when he affirmed of him, '' I 
have not seen such great faith, no, not in Israel/' 
If then the profession of arms which, at the first 
glance on the subject, we should be apt to re- 
gard as the most repugnant to the Gospel, be 
not really proscribed by it, we have no reason to 
doubt the safety of other honest vocations. 



ii 
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The oidy solid argument in favour of war in, 
that it may be essential to self-defence^ and to 
the procuring of a sound and permanent peace : 
but so long as war can be justified on any prin- 
ciples^ not at variance with Christianity^ so long 
and no longer may the warrior challenge the* 
rights and titles of a Christian calling. The na- 
tural and substantial argument in favour of 
worldly vocations in general is^ that they are 
necessary to the continuance of the world in 
that state in which God wills it to exist : and 
that so long as government is requisite for the 
good of society^ and legislation for its tranquillity^ 
and arms for its protection, so long as garments 
are required to keep out cold, and food to avert 
hunger, and courtesy and kindness to maintain 
the' harmony, and assuage the ills, of Ufe, so long 
must we have magistrates, and legislators, and 
officers, and Marthas " cumbered with much serv* 
in^,''though wemay hope that they also share witii 
Mary the {possession of'' the one thing needful/' 
Why then, it will be asked, did our Saviour 
reprehend Martha, and assign a decided supe- 
riority to the good part which the other sister 
had chosen V* I apprehend, my brethren, that to 
this question also the answer Ees in a very small 
compass, and is easily elicited by a little attention 
to the whole case. It was not Martha's exertion 
in the tending and accommodation of a stranger 
that J^sus rebuked. It was her general listless* 
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ness and apathy about religion. It was not be- 
cause she wad prudent and provident of the 
thingd of this life, that she incurred the censure 
of her Saviour^ but becau6e> that, wholly budied 
in its cares, she entirely neglected all preparation 
for the life to come. It was that, cumbered with 
the service of the body, she regarded not the 
tuition of the soul ; and that> while Mary's first 
attention was called towards those truths which 
she had perhaps previously heard imperfectly, 
but which she had now an opportunity of de- 
riving from the fountain-head, Martha's whole 
Itssiduity was devoted to things of comparatively 
ismall account, and her anger kindled against her 
more judicious and pious sister's choice of 
^ things eternal^*' 

And now, my Brethren, it becomes my duty 
to press upon you the wisdom of that choice to 
which our Saviour assigned the preference ; to 
^rge on ynu that good part which Mary had 
chosen, and its vast superiority t(^ ey^ry other 
acquisition that life can purchase. '* Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness." 
'^ Desire the sincere milk of the word,** which is 
•* the one thing needful^'' " that ye may live ^tnd 
grow thereby/' In the day« <!rf which we have 
been treating, the Word> tihe living Word, was 
'^ manifest in the flesh,'' and dwelt among man^ 
kind. Mary, at the feet of Jesus, both saw, and 
heardit In the mild benignity of his countenance. 
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she read the message of a God of Mercy^ and in 
the sweet accents that fell from his lips^ she re- 
cognised those tidings of great joy^ for which 
her soul had warmly and unceasingly longed. 
Eyes of flesh and hlood no nK>re behold that 
countenance. That voice has ceased in the tents 
of Israel^ and is silent in the holy city. But the 
object of his advent was not confined to one place 
or to one generation^ but interests our &thers, 
ourselves^ and our posterity down to the remotest 
futurity of this world's endurance. Jesus Christ, 
though no longer visible in the flesh, still pleads 
with his people. What, though he have recourse 
to an intermediate and humble agency, we can 
prove that our credentials are from him. What, 
though he have committed the propagation of his 
word to mere mortal ministers I you are to recol- 
lect that it is still the *' Lord's treasure," though 
it be contained in '^ earthen vessels.'' That Al- 
mighty Power, who by the blast of Joshua's 
trumpet overthrew the walls of Jericho, may 
with equid facility throw down the strong holds 
of Satan by the breath of human preachers. 
The Bible, whether in our hands or in those of 
the Apostles, is atiU the Volume of God's will, 
stiU the herald of good tidings, still the teacher 
of the *' one thing needfjol ;"»--needful and indis- 
pensable to the weal and wel&re of an everlasting 
existence. 
In the early part of this discourse, you saw me 



72 SERMON VI. 

endeavouring to justify the various professions 
into which the citizens of this world are neces-- 
sarily divided. You heard me concede th^t some 
of th^ mo?]t b\)sJ€^tioaal>}e of , th^se were pot ift- 
inucal to a true aod saving faiths and on the 
strength of this concession^ I trust you will not 
start from me as a narrow-minded bigot when I 
ijQsist again and again on the necessity of that Mth 
unto salvation. My Christie Brethren, I must 
be open and candid with you ; this is the real end 
and substance of our ministry. Other writers 
may teach you the lessons of morality, but it is 
ours to tell you, that without religion they will 
not avail to your redemption. Other speakers 
may stimulate your fancy and inform your judg- 
ment with liberal learning, but it is ours to fill 
your hearts with peace and joy in believing. 
Other tutors may instruct you in arts and sciences, 
but it is ours^ with the law of God in our hands, 
to be '' a schoolmaster to lead you unto Christ.*' 
permit me to enquire. Have our exertions been 
attended with success ? Have you *' tasted how 
gracious the Lord is V Have you taken him for 
your alone guide, your alone trust, your alone 
comforter? Some of you are sick and sorrowing, 
wrung by penury, and bowed down by misfortune, 
do you find strength in your spirit to say " the 
Lord is my helper?'* Some of you '' have 
heaped up riches, and cannot tell who shall 
gather them?" should they then be torn from 
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you in a moment^ have you laid up treasure in 
Heaven to compensate you for their resignation 7 
Some of you have parents whom you revere^ 
wives whom you love^ children whom you che- 
rish^ friends whom you esteem. These are ho^ 
noiirable ties, and I wish not to loosen them ; 
but should accident or disease this night dis- 
solve them^ are you ready to repair their loss by 
redoubled affection for your Father who is in 
heaven ? Are you so armed with faiths so firm 
in fortitude^ so rich in the '^ one thing needful^" 
that you are prepared to bow to every dispen- 
sation of providence^ and to pray^ *' not my will 
but thine be done !'' 

These^ my friends^ are the duties^ the disci- 
pline> and the consolations of Christianity; 
themes which, by the most solemn engagements 
taken upon us before God and man, we, the am- 
bassadors of Christ Jesus, are bound to press 
upon your attention, on every opportunity, and 
by every means in our power. Before my God, 
I must stand with trembling apprehension to 
give an account of this my ministry ; but before 
man, before you, I shall always speak with the 
boldness which truth and the majesty of my 
cause inspire, and with the warmth which an 
affectionate solicitude for your best interests ex- 
cites ; on this plea, and on this alone, I claim to 
be heard with patience, and to be interpreted 
with candour; and be assured. My Brethren, 
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that however languid be the reception which 
these topics meet in the dull ears, and cold hearts 
of a listless world, reveUing in prosperity, the 
time must come when tiie neglect of them will 
be the most painful and appalling of your recol* 
lections. When, if you shall have denied their 
applicability to the aSkirs of time, you will find 
them fearfully essential to the affairs of eternity; 
when, trembling on the confines of two worlds, 
your lingering spirit must look for conduct and 
int^cession to your Saviour Christ. Oh ! sweet 
in that hour of unimaginable anxiety will be the 
recollection of a faitli engendered and preserved 
amidst the trials of a stormy eidstence. Sweet 
and consoling will be the memory of those Chris- 
tian preempts which we have kept ; of those of- 
fences which we have forgiven; of those neigh- 
bours whom we have served ; of those afflictions 
which we have mitigated, and of that God whom 
we have adored. May these, my beloved hear- 
ers, be the consolations of your hearts at that 
day ; and O may it be ours to know that we 
have not pleaded to you in vain, but that you 
have '' believed om: report,*" and that *' to you 
hath the*' saving *' arm of the Lord been re- 
vealed f* 
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CHRISTIANITY NOT INCOMPATIBLE WITH WORLDLY 

AVOCATIONS, 



ROMANS XIL 11. 

Not stot/ffiU in busine^Sf/erDeni m spini, terping the 

Lard. 

To use the world without abusing it, to perform 
with zealous fidelity our duty towards God and 
man without compromising the claims of either, 
constitutes. My Brethren, the perfection of the 
Christian character. 

That those persons who hold the excellence of 
religion to consist in a total abstraction from 
society, in an utter contempt of all the necessary 
pursuits and avocations of busy life, and in a 
devotion t)f every energy of mind and body to 
the performance of some spiritual exercises, ex- 
ceedingly mistake the scope and object of the 
Gospel covenant, is not more probable to com- 
mon sense than consonant to all which the 
Apostles and our Lord himself have delivered 
on the subject. It is indeed of first rate im- 
portance to the good of the community, that the 

. 16 
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individuals who compose it should acquire cor- 
rect and competent notions concerning a prin- 
ciple which must directly or indnrectly influence 
every private and every public duty^ In the 
education and government of a people who hope 
for freedom^ prosperity and happiness^ religious 
instruction cannot be neglected without endan- 
gering these valuable attributes; and in propor- 
tion to their ignorance of the true nature and 
bearings of Christianity^ will they be exposed to 
those sad and desolating evils which are ever 
the accompaniments of infidelity^ of bigotry^ 
and of fanaticism. Weak, wicked, and im- 
potent is the endeavour to dissolve the coQr 
nection betwee;i the religion and the business, of 
human life, ^he strength and purity of the one 
will be distirotly evidenced by the conduct of the 
other, and whenever we cease to carry the spirit 
of our religion into the transaction of our ardl^ 
nary affairs, we depart that moment from the 
service of our Lord, who has disclaimed all neu-t 
tral alliances and has pronounced of such derer 
licts, *^ He that is not with me is against me^ 
and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth." 
Christianity, My Brethren, is then the religion 
of spiritual and embodied beings. It has acc<Hcd-j- 
ingly a constant reference to their twofold con- 
dition, and while it assumes to purify, to soften, 
and to sanctify the hearts of them whom it sin- 
cerely influences, it never loses sight of the fact 
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of their hnmanity^ but addresses them as the Id- 
habitants of a temporal worlds and aa the mem* 
bers of temporal mstitutions. In the govem* 
ments, the laws^ the hnsiiiess of the worlds our 
Saviour or his religion has attempted no inno- 
vation. Into these it is unquestionably the ten* 
dencj of that religion to infuse a spirit of 
equity^ of moderation and of kindness ; but so far 
from abolishing them or of absolving men from 
their allegiance to them, he ever recognised their 
legitimate existence, and showed in what man- 
ner and by what conduct they could be re- 
conciled with the strictest conversion to Chris- 
tianity. It is upon this foundation, '' Jesus 
Christ being the chief corner-stone," that St. 
Paul erects his structure of religious and moral 
duty, exhibited in his Epistle to the Romans. 
He first explains and enforces the peculiar 
doctrines of the Gospel, as they regard the re- 
gulation of the affections ; and afterwards goes 
on to demonstrate their connection with the va- 
rious duties and virtues which become, and em- 
bellish, and dignify humanity. It is speaking on 
this head, that he affirms not barely the possi- 
bility, but the obligation, of an union between 
fidth and moral duty, when he requires his con- 
verts to be ^ kindly affectioned one to another, 
not slothfid in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the IdOrd.^* 

The lesson of 4;he . text is, that activity in bu^ 
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m9e9S is a drnty compatible wit^ervour in religion ; 
and I sbaU endeavour to illustrate this truth 
under the three following considerations. That 
he who is inactive in hiBiness, or in other words^ 
the man of idleness is ufyust, that he is irreUgioM^ 
an& that he is unhappy. 

I. He is uT^ust. A state of idleness and in- 
activity is altogether unsuited to the constitution 
of the world. We are born into it in a feeble 
and powerless state, and must owe our nurture 
and even the preservation of our existence to 
the vigilance and activity of parents or of friends. 
Hence arises our first earthly obligation* Ta 
these the protectors of our infancy, to these, 
who cheered and supported us when we were 
quite unable to provide for ourselves, to thesei 
we are surely pledged, on every principle of 
justice and reciprocity, to render some remu- 
neration. And what remuneraticNQ c^n we make 
so grateful to the best feelings of our parents 
and benefactors, as that which will arise out of 
the right exerticm of those faculties with which 
Nature has endowed us ; an exertion on which 
we must entirely depend, always for cbariH^ter^ 
and almost always for fortune and consideratioii 
in the world ? As we advance into life, and are 
called to some one of those avocations into 
which men are necessarily distributed, we shall 
find it a moral and physical impossibility to 
comply with the righteous dem&nds which so- 
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ciety holds upon us, and to discharge the many 
obligations growing out of them, without a 
steady, systematic, and energetic application of 
our time and parts to whatever character we 
may have assumed on the busy stage of our 
mortal but eventful history. To enumerate the 
many vices abhorrent to justice, which are fos- 
tered on the rank hot-bed of sloth, would be to 
produce a catalogue comprising almost every 
grade and species of guilt that blackens and 
pollutes humanity. Idleness is the moor on 
which every vicious passion loves to batten, and 
which is particularly propitious to the sensual 
and worst appetites of our nature ; no system of 
education, no institution of charity, no asylum 
for want and poverty, deserves the approbation 
of the real philanthropist, unless it contain a re-* 
gular and organized plan of rational and pro* 
Stable employment. But there is an injustice 
to which the idle man is liable, that may, per- 
haps, be brought home to him with more effect, 
as its operation lies £unong those to whom he is 
engaged by the bonds of affection and consan* 
guinity* '' If any man neglect to {provide for 
h\» own, he hath denied the faith and is worse 
than an infidel." The happiness of home, ^^ all 
the mild dignities of private life,'' as they have 
been b^utifuUy designated, require a spirit of 
a<stivity for their support. Are you then'a hus- 
band, a father, or a son? And can you look 
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back upon your domestic sphere, and see none 
within its holy precincts, for whose comfort you 
are interested, for whose prosperity you are 
careful, and for whose sake you are bound to 
labour and exertion ? You may probably reply, 
that all this is already effected, that industry is 
the tax of poverty, and that your riches and in- 
dependence release you from the obligation. I 
rejoin that such a plea, be it supported by the 
wealth of Croesus, is altogether inadmissible. 
The world, of which you still continue an inte- 
gral member, points out to you a hundred chan- 
nels of employment, through which you may be 
serviceable to your fellow-creatures; that that 
service is a debt and not a boon ; and that, if 
nothing more could be objected to your indo- 
lence than the danger of your example, that sole 
objection would be enough to constitute you, 
before the tribunal of your Maker, an tmjust mid 
guilty man. 

IL In the next place, idleness is irreligion. 
It is a sin against which the Gospel of your Lord 
has lifted an imperious voice, warning you that 
it is at enmity with God, and accordingly de- 
structive to your hopes of heaven. " Why stand 
ye here all the day idle T is the emphatic re- 
monstrance of the Lord of the vineyard, to its 
indolent occupants ; and the same question may 
be asked of you. My Brethren, whatever be 
the pretensions id ease, and carelessness, which 
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70U may suppose your situation to confiar. We 
know that it has been contended by some^ that 
our Saviour directed this reproach only against 
^iritual idleness^ and that no other sort of idle- 
ness comes under his reprobation. But you^ I 
trusty my hearers^ '^ have not so learned Christy 
and will readily detect the fallacy of an argu- 
ment^ the premises and influence of which are 1 
indeed equally erroneous. The malignant effects 
of these false conclusions have been fatally 
shewn in instances too numerous to be recited^ 
but too important to be overlooked. They have 
driven men from their earthly heritage and 
earthly duties, into caves and monasteries, where 
there was only this difference between their con- 
duct and that of the unreasonable creation, that 
the one knew a God whom they did not serve, 
and the other, by fulfilling their lowly destiny^ 
served a God whom they did not know. They 
have caused a dissolution of the most endearing 
ties which nature suggests, and which the God 
of nature approves. They have perverted, and 
often annihilated, talents the most splendid, and 
faculties the most useful, by withdrawing the 
possessor of those talents and faculties, from the 
sphere in which they could have be^i rationally, 
benevolently, and religiously employed. 

III. Lastly, I have to observe that the idle 
man is unhappy. Perhaps the consciousness, 
which he mtist have of his injustice and irreligion 

G 
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would. sufficiently warrant me in this conclusion ; 
but, even admitting him to be ignorant of his 
guilt in these respects, and consequently to suffer 
nothing from the pricks of conscience, there is 
yet enough in idleness to ensure his misery. 
Notwithstanding all that has been said by epicures 
concerning the prevalence of sensual pleasure ; 
notwithstanding all the attempts of weak and 
wicked voluptuaries to resolve all happiness into 
the enjoyments of sense, nothing has yet come 
under my observation to shake my firm con- 
viction, that the only seat of happiness is in the 
mind. It were stoicism and madness to aver; 
that we derive no pleasure from the senses ; but 
it is reason and religion to assert, that it is only 
under the restraint of mind, that they can confer 
pennanent and solid satisfaction. And without 
energy, without exercise, without activity, in 
what state. My Brethren, will the human mind 
be found ? To be improved, it must be exercised, 
and without improvement, it will have the im- 
becility, but want the innocence, of infancy. It 
will become like an ^ un weeded garden/' while 
^^ things rank and gross in nature possess it 
merely." Its memory, its hope, its energy, will 
be no more ; and in place of that lustrous and 
vital spirit which God enthroned there, will 
nothing remain but a polluted and dejected soul, 
incapacitated for the affairs of life, and yet an- 
ticipating, with dreadful horror, th^hour of its 
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manumission into eternity. That life languishes 
in the hands of the idle man, that he feels in in- 
dolence an oppression and pain less tolerable 
than any thing which his former fatigues have 
imposed upon him, let him, who has retired 
from, business, to what he fondly hoped would be 
a life of ease and pleasantness, bear me witness. 
With such a man, the criminal task of killing 
time is infinitely more difficult, than was the dis- 
charge of the most arduous duty : he lays him 
down, on what he supposed a couch of roses, 
and finds it but a bed of thorns. As you wish 
then. My Brethren, for such tranquillity and hap- 
piness as life can afford, seek it in the exercise of 
your mind and your affections. Let there be 
some secondary pursuit which you follow occa- 
sionally, as subsidiary to the grand business of 
your profession. This the pleasures of literature, 
the education of your children, social and rational 
conversation, and even the cultivation of the 
earth, may supply. Above all, let the perusal of 
the Holy Scriptures, and meditation upon tfaem, 
occupy a stated portion of your daily time^ Be 
always industrioug^ and assiduous, to do well 
whatever i» worth doing at all. Carry a sense 
of religion with you into all your pursuits \ so 
shall yon transform the thorny roads of life into 
ifays of pleasantness, and all her paths to peace. 
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ON A TRUST IN THE PROVIDENCE OP GOD. 



DANIEL III. 28. 

Then Nebuchadnezssar spake, and said, Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath 
sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted 
in him, and have changed the King's word, and yielded 
their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any 
god, except their own God. 

Whether the Almighty Disposer of human 
lives and human actions proceeds in his govern- 
ment hy miracles, or hy simple means ; whether 
he leaves his will to be done by the ordinary 
course of natural events^ or is pleased to put 
forth some signal interference to effect his pur- 
poses^ the considerative Christian will find equal 
reason to acknowledge the Omnipotence and su- 
perintending Providence of his God. To con- 
vince him of this essential truths the walls of 
his enemy need not fall down before the trum- 
pet of a second Joshua, nor the sun go back 
upon the dial of another repentant Ahaz. He 
knows that a mightier dispensation has been 
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wrought in his favour, a dispensation which, 
while it supersedes the necessity of further mi- 
racles^ leaves him the well authenticated re- 
cords of the younger world to strengthen his 
faith and to animate his practice. 

It appears from the chapter under considera- 
tion^ that the haughty monarch of Bahylon de- 
dicated a golden image on the plain of Dura, 
and impiously commanded every subject in his 
empire, under the penalty of a cruel punishment, 
to pay it that homage, which the Supreme Be- 
ing has righteously reserved for his exclusive 
property. At the voice of the herald, when the 
princes and governors of provinces, the judges, 
counsellors, and other timid and wicked para- 
sites of the audacious heathen, fell down and 
worshipped the molten deity ; there were found 
but three Israelites among the multitude, who 
abhorred the ungodly ceremony, disputed the 
authority of the enraged tyrant, and defied his 
vengeance. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
were men of rank and estimation in the empire, 
and having been serviceable to the king, he was 
at first unwilling to destroy them. He therefore 
ordered them into his presence, and having re- 
peated his command with regard to the golden 
image and his threat against the disobedient, in 
the pride of his heart he concluded, '^ and who 
is that God, that shall deliver you out of my 
hands?" mindful of the commandment of a 
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higher Power, the heroic Jews replied, " O Ne- 
buchadnezzar, we are not careful t^ answer thee 
in this matter, if it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 
O King ; but if not, be it known unto thee, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up*" 

In pursuance of this virtuous resolution these 
devout men were thrown into the fiery furnace, 
heated so hot, as to slay the guards who assisted 
at the execution. But where is the situation in 
which God cannot defend his servants? what 
are the difficulties whence he cannot extricate 
them ? His friends in the midst of fire, are safer 
than his enemies in a royal palace, and the 
proud king of Babylon beheld the Redeeming 
Spirit conducting his votaries through the 
flames, which served only to reveal in brighter 
radiance the glories of their Saviour. " Then 
Nebuchadnezzar spake and said. Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who 
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants 
that trusted in him, and have changed the King's 
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might 
not serve nor worship any god, except their own 
God." 

From this interesting and instructive narra- 
tive, I propose to educe two practical applica- 
tions. First, The necessity of living in such a 
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State of religious obedience to the command- 
ments as cannot fail to acquire for us an interest 
in the favour of God^ and 

Secondly^ The superlative value of an humble 
though unshaken trust in the providence of God. 

I. The necessity of living in a state of reli- 
gious obedience and discipline will appear from 
the example before us. The history does not 
say^ that Shadrach and his companions were 
converted by miraculous interposition to the 
worship of the .true God^-but it gives us simply 
to understand that they were '' certain Jews 
whom the King had set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon." We may therefore con- 
sider them as men^ brought up in their own 
country^ instructed in their youth by their 
own priests^ practising from their earliest years 
the religious rites ordained by their law, and by 
their integrity and ability subsequently exalted 
in the kingdom of their conqueror. Their first 
prosperity, then, can only be attributed to their 
piety and virtue. It was these that gained them 
an interest in Divine favour, it was these that 
brought down upon them those temporal bless- 
ings, which must nevertheless be held as only 
secondary objects, and it was these that gave 
them, above all, that tranquillity of mind which, 
leaving every thing to the disposal of Provi- 
dence, never fails to place its possessor beyond 
the malevolence of his enemies. 
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The practice of the ceremonial law of the 
Jews was without douht extremely irksome and 
difficult, must frequently have broken in upon 
their various labours and occupations, and have 
taken up much of that time which, in an age of 
greater latitude, is unprofitably and often sin- 
fully employed. The requisitions of the moral 
law of the Jews were uncommonly severe. 
Many crimes, which with us are esteemed venial 
or slightly censurable, were punished by them 
with exceeding rigour. Corpqral death was 
denounced against offenders for offences no 
longer penal ; and a death of endless duration 
was the fate of him, who died without repen- 
tance, having violated the least tittle of the 
commandments. '^ The soul that sinneth, says 
the Lord, it shall surely die !" To persons free 
from the cares of business, the exaction of im- 
plicit obedience must have been always formi- 
dable and often painful. The law promulgated 
for the benefit of the community must have 
sometimes borne hard upon the individual ; and 
indeed the very perusal of the Levitical Code, 
with its corollary of penalties, must make even 
H good man tremble. But if the duties of life 
were thus difficult to men of leisure and compa- 
rative idleness, what must they have been to 
governors and statesmen, encumbered with the 
toils of office, and oppressed with the anxiety 
of a nation's welfare? Yet Daniel, with the 
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vrhole weight of the Assyrian empire on his 
hands^ performed them. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Ahednego^ were> in the midst of public busi- 
ness, '^ servants of the most High God.** Sur- 
rounded by idolatry, they continued in the pure 
and holy worship which characterized the chosen 
people. Occupied in the administration of the 
Chaldean affairs, they forgot not the Jewish 
commandments. If such was the obedience 
demanded of the Jew, what then may we rea- 
sonably suppose to be expected from the Chris- 
tian ? For him the rigour of the law has been 
mitigated ; for him the prophecies have been 
accomplished ; for him the Gospel of peace and 
joy displays the road of righteousness; for him 
has the Redeemer suffered, to bring him unto 
God. In terms so easy of performance, so gra- 
cious of purpose, so comfortable in practice, 
shall we delay a moment to draw nigh unto 
him, that stands with open arms to fold us in his 
embrace? Shall we refuse the gift of these 
sweet mercies because their streams are plenti- 
ful ? Shall we be less wrought upon by the invi- 
tation of love, than by the threats of vengeance ? 
We cannot have a more clear and comprehen- 
sive view of the benevolence of the Gospel-dis- 
pensation, than that taken by our blessed Sa- 
viour when he declared, that, on the principles 
of love to God and man, hang all the Law and 
the Prophets ; and believe me, my friends and 
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brothers^ would you but give to this law its due 
obedience^ and to these principles their vital 
efficacy^ would you devote to God the affections 
of your heart, and let them glance from him to 
man, you would not long remain unconscious of 
an interest in Divine favour, and the peace of 
your soul would become your " exceeding great 
reward/' Think not, however, to obtain this, 
by performing one part of the commandment 
while you reject the other. Think not that be- 
nevolence to man will atone for disregard to 
God, or that the profession of the soundest faith, 
or the most passionate expressions of prayer, 
will release you from the duty of a '^ patient 
continuance in well-doing." 

Man is a dependant and a social being. He 
is dependant first on his Maker, then on his 
fellow-creature. Abundant are the duties ' which 
he has to perform, and heaven has mercifully or- 
dained that the performance of these duties 
should constitute his happiness. Without na- 
tural affection, without love, friendship, and the 
sweet sympathies of kindred and of home, Ohl 
what would be this world but a joyless desert 2 
what would man be but a lordly savage ? It has 
pleased God to endue us with a spirit, and a 
heart, and an understanding; shall we suffer 
these to lie dormant, or to rot within us ? Man 
is a spiritual, man is an affectionate, man is a 
rational being. It is these attributes that stamp 
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upon him the impress of an immortal soul, that 
charter him as Creation's lord. Let him then 
act up to his high and heavenly calling. Let 
him remember that^ though his outward body 
be frail and corruptible like the poor worm he 
treads upon^ he has '^ that within'' which shall 
inherit an eternity in existence. Let him im- 
prove to the utmost his spiritual and mental 
faculties^ and these shall teach him^ 

IL The superlative value of an humble 
though unshaken trust in the providence of God. 
This trust is valuable in the first place, because it 
is expressly commanded by God, who has promised 
to bless them who put their trust in him. It is 
valuable in the next place, because it is absolutely 
necessary for the happiness of man, and furnishes 
the only effectual remedy against misfortune and 
persecution. Many persons profess and perhaps 
entertain a sort of general belief of the existence of 
the Almighty, while it is evident by their actions, 
they entirely mistrust his providence, or his abi- 
lity to help them. Such are they who sink under 
every calamity, who never refer their pains and 
sorrows to the right cause, who never therefore 
seek to derive spiritual benefit from temporal 
chastisement, whose religious principles are a 
kind of ephemeral visitant, unstable, useless, and 
^tiling, in the very season in which they should be 
most active. 

Such are they, who plead the pressure of 
business, or the custom of an evil neighbour- 
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hood^ for an excuse to remit their devotional 
exercises and their Christian duties^ who> fear- 
ful of the sneer of obloquy from men whose ha- 
bits they internally despise^ and whose princi- 
ples they secretly condemn^ apostatize from the 
£uth they have professed, and, through dread of 
the ridicide of man, become infidels to God. 
How contrasted with this mean and dastard 
conduct, was the behaviour of the heroes in my 
text! They had habituated themselves to the 
service of their Creator with the jsoul-felt energy 
of faithful worshippers, and when they were 
called upon to offer '^ the sacrifice of fools,** to 
bow down to the golden idol of royal authority, 
they cheerfully descended from all their comforts, 
and from all their honours, into that fiery fur- 
nace whence they knew that only God could 
deliver them. Similar to this was the reso- 
lution of pious Job, who in the midst of his 
severest trials persevered, '' though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in him." Similar to this was the 
noble confidence of St Paul, and of all the*primi- 
tive preachers of the Gospel, who were ever 
'* ready not to be bound only, but to die also for 
the name of the Lord Jesus." If then this salutary 
faith was sufficient to support the Apostle 
through his perilous enterprise, and the martyr 
through the agonies of a cruel death, if this re- 
liance on their God and their Redeemer' could 
steel and elevate their souls above the most ma- 
licious torments of their persecutors ; shall not 
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the influence of the same religion^ the inheri- 
tance of the same promises^ and the spirit of the 
same Comforter, afford us an energy to withstand 
our trifling afiUctions^ and a fortitude to bear the 
common ills of mortality? I appeal to any of 
you^ who possess this Christian energy of char 
racter, and have had occasion to put it forth in 
the hour of calamity, if you have not found in it 
a full equivalent for all the goods of which exter- 
nal misfortune could deprive you. Is it the loss 
of wealth that you deplore 1 Go, read its value in 
the Gospel ; there you shall find it, not only a 
transitory, perishable property, but often fraught 
with temptation, anxiety, and peril to its pos- 
sessor. Is a blighted fame the subject of your 
lamentation ? Go, study the character of him 
who " made himself of no reputation" and suf- 
fered the last indignities, to fulfil the will of his 
Father. Is it the death of your friends, or the 
terrors of your own approaching dissolution, that 
afflict you ? Go, seek an antidote to both, in 
the consolatory pages of that blessed volume 
which shall bring '^ life and immortality to light." 
Expect not to find this vitality and stability 
in the faith of the listless or the ignorant. That 
religion is ever the most efficient, which is rather 
the result of reflection, than the offspring of en- 
thusiasm. I would have every Christian enabled 
to give ^' a reason for the faith that is in him." I 
would have every one, who has leisure and ability 
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for the enquiry^ search deeply and think intensely 
on the subject of the Christian dispensation. I 
would have them calculate the probability of a 
revelation^ ascertain the necessity of a revelation^ 
and weigh the proofs of a revelation ; at the same 
time I would remind the enquirer that he must 
not now expect a sensible evidence of his re- 
ligion, that that evidence has been once mira- 
culously given, and that it only remains for him 
to examine witnesses, and to investigate the 
credibility, the harmony, and the compactness 
of their accounts ; convinced as we are that 
Christianity will ever be cherished and revered 
in the exact proportion in which it is understood; 
it is not ours to throw a darker pall over its 
mysteries, or to conceal secrets which we can- 
not explain. It is not ours to consider the pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel as a mere sacerdotal 
gain and political good. We disdain at once 
all the aids of pious frauds and superstitious 
prejudices, and leaving to the advocates of an 
adulterated faith, the delusions and 46vices 
which are the necessary support of a sinking 
cause, we strive to acquire that sober and ra- 
tional confidence in the love of Christ, from 
which *' neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us." 
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I 



ON PRAY£R> AND THE PURITY REQUISITE TO 
RENDER IT EFFECTUAL. 



1 TIMOTHY U. 8* 

/ tDiB therefore that men pray every vohere^ Ufiing up 
holy handSf without wrath or doubting. 

When we look abroad upon the worlds and per* 
ceive so much misfortune and misery collecting 
around us ; when we regard the various calami- 
ties which have be&Ilen ourselves and our ac- 
quaintance^ the clouding of prospects once 
brilliant^ the futility of endeavours once pro- 
mising^ and the overthrow of schemes once seem- 
ingly iq&llible, we are apt to allow our confi- 
dence in God to be shaken^ our hearts to harden 
into insensibility, and our tongues to arraign the 
eternal Majesty of heaven for improvidence or 
tyranny. But when, on cooler reflection, we 
come to take a nearer survey of the means and 
motives of human action ; when we are brought 
to inspect more closely the nature of our £E^ed 
hopes, and the consistency of our thwarted ambi- 
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tion ; we shall find, that, in most instances, fidlure 
has been the result of error, sorrow the conco* 
mitant of guilt, and despair the offspring of infi- 
delity. We shall find that our own imprudence 
has engendered our misfortunes ; that we have 
pursued ends which we could not legitimately 
attain ; have wooed a phantom which we could 
not expect to win ; and have worshipped an idol 
whose impotence cannot reward the Yotaxka 
whom his speciousness may allure. We shall 
find that^the power, vulgarly ascribed to chance, 
has had little to do with our affairs ; that want 
of ability, of application, or of integrity, has na- 
turally been followed by defeat ; and even if 
we are conscious that, humanly speakmg, these 
. qualities ha ve not been defective, yet we may 
have relied too much on our owil faculties, aod 
never have solicited the aid of that almighty actd 
all-pervading Power, without whose will '^ not 
a sparrow falleth to the ground.'' The words of 
my text seem to me to place the duty and . ibe 
requisites of prayer, in a very clear and con- 
spicuous view. They are words addressed to 
one of the first Christian bishops, by an apostle 
whose life and death will be the best commentary 
on the doctrines he taught; who spoke on all 
occasions, with the humility becoming a disciple 
of Christ, and yet with the boldness befitting th^ 
authorized instructor of men; who feared no 
tyranny, and courted no protection ; who shrunk 



SERMON IX. 97 

from no enterprise^ however perilous, which in- 
volved the interests of his Church ; and whose 
pen and preaching exhibited the commanding 
anergics of truth and reason, impregnated with 
the full spirit of divine inspiration. From au* 
thority such as this, I need hardly tell you. My 
Brethren, that there is no appeal The apostle 
declares to you the counsel of God : and in com- 
menting upon his declaration, I shall advance 
nothing speculative or uncertain, but urge you 
to the performance of a duty, which cannot be 
neglected without punishment, nor be practsed 
without reward. For the sake of a perfect and 
distinct comprehension of this excellent advice, 
we may divide it thus. I. St. Paul wills '' that 
men pray every where;'' II. That they approach 
the throne of grace, ^ lifting up holy hands ;" 
and III. That they come '' without wrath or 
doubting." 

I. " Men are to pray every where." There is 
no possible condition of life in which prayer is 
not a duty of primary importance ; there is no 
situation in which it can be neglected without 
guilt ; no coincidence of fortunate or adverse 
circumstances, which can abrogate its necessity. 
If the dreadful threat of the Babylonian monarch 
could not repress the devotion of Shadrach and 
his companions ; if Daniel, whether incumbered 
with the cares of empire, or with the den of lions 
yawning before him, still continued in defiance 

H 
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ef tke rayal edict, ta address the Holy One ^ 
Isn/A, not secretly, but openly, three timea a 
d<iy ; if the confiding martyr suJBbred the most: 
es&eruciating tormeisks, rather tiian Ibregq tibe 
eovenant ; shafi we, of whom no such sacinfice; 
isi demanded ; £|)iall we, whom no terrors,. s»w» 
the taunts of the idle and worthless, restrain hom 
doing our duty, basely desert our 6^ and oiui 
Redeemer, Ibr the sake of a mean ^on^j^tiance 
witH the eootemptible frivolities of an unlthinJfct 
ing world ? Conscious as we must b^ if we ha^e 
studied^ either the- Scriptures or our owmnatm^ 
of our inability '^ to do any good thing/ without 
dWine assistance ; we- must surdty feel tibeneces-^ 
si^ of imploring that aid, which has beeu pro*^ 
mised to them who humUy; and. devoutly ask ^ 
it ; of craving admission at that gate- which is. , 
opened to them that knock, and of 'seeking that 
treasure, which, as Job observes, is not con^ 
tained in the mines of Opbir, or in the pearls of 
the sea, but which tihte Gospel> and the 6ofi|>el 
only, will develop to the searcher. 

Thus are you " to pray every where ;" but 
there is something necessary beyond mere wordSr ,, 

II. You must '^ift up holy hands/' And here. 
My Brethren> I must remind you, that ^ God 
is a Spirit," and requires *' to be worshipped in 
spkit and in truth." Onatniscient as well as out- 
nipotent, he searcheth the mmost recesses of the. . 
soti}, and knoweth all our necessities, be&M w^, 
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ciM!i< dmw bp^ith' to plead t^m ; fnytr, then, is 
Mft aA mtetprei%T Ig^etweea ittan and his Makef ; 
bM it J8 the^ test of aflegiance and the proof of 
s^AUAlfilst^n ; God yalttes ihe obedience, QffM 
viM«d the p\xAty ^ prayev. To the perfom- 
etae^ o# ^i» dut^, you MUBt dome with h<ily 
hands, with* ko^ dispositions> meekly bending 
the knee^ aad pMMraffSng 'the very soul befovo 
iftf^^tthnil^hty bene&ctor ; you shoidd study vbh 
eef^ of heart, moro than g)faceful«ess of gra- 
ttfire; kifiidlity in desii^, rather than eloquenee 
ui^fts^exprgfisiim. Your heavenly parent has nd 
pMssioiis to be spoken to, no wavering judgment 
tid< be decided by the pleader ; dearer to the ear 
of merey is the plaintive voice of the repentant 
ppodigal> f^an the proudest flights of mortal ora- 
tory ; before the tlnrone of eternal power, your 
apl^eat must arise In the hiunblest, as wen as 
most im]^res^ve, manner ; not like the stoic, in 
the pride of virtue, must the Christian address- 
his God ; not like the vain Pharisee, in his pre- 
i^med perfection ; not like the arrogant Calvi^ 
nist, in his certainty of heaven ; but stricken 
with a deep sense of his own unworthiness, 
mourning in dust the sins of fiis fathers and 
his own iniquities, he should exclaim with the 
poof publican, '* Lord ! be merciful to me a sin- 
ner !'^ The constant humbling of yourselves be- 
fore God, wiD induce that becoming conscious- 
ness of human frailty, which is requisite to the 

h2 
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filming a just estimate of yourselT^s and* of the 
many mercies of your Creator. By bringing yott 
into frequent communion with him^ it will pro- 
duce that holinesa of temper and of conduct^ 
which alone can render your prayers effeotuaJL 
It will wean you gradually fron that worldlings 
of disposition, which is at enmity wdth Christ, 
and which Christ came to overthrow ; it wiU 
cause you to think less of your temporal^ rad 
more of your immortal, interests ; it will teadi 
you to pluck out the eye that is thexsauseof 
stumbling, to sever the offending; hand;, to ois- 
cumcise the heart of sin ; it will teach you io 
bow to the decrees of that wisdom which you 
cannot fathom, and to submit with cheerfulness 
to those dispensations which you cannot under- 
stand. Varitfus are the sources whence the ra- 
tional and reflective mind receives those impres- 
sions of the deity, and those fervent aspirations 
to approach him, which bespeak the dignity of 
an immatei'ial and an in^mortal soul. Destitute 
of the book of revelation, the observant eye 
would not look in vain through the magnificence 
of nature, without learning the existence of her 
Ood. While we see him presiding amid the 
works and elements of his creation ; while his 
glance pervades the lightning, and his awful 
voice is heard in the thunder ; while " the sun 
going forth in his might" proclaims in his beamy 
march the glorious majesty of his Maker, and 
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^ the moon shining in her briglitnesB" is emble<- 
matic of his blessed mercy-; while the varied 
hnagery of the visible universe thus gives him 
tenifold blazcm^ we shall perceive in our own 
bosems; a glow of wonder and of gratkude^ si- 
lently but strenuously eloquent of his praise^ and 
vouching the truth of the comfortable assurance^ 
that *' the Lord waiteth to be gracious." There 
isbre fenvt perhaps^ to whom these hours of sancti* 
£ed meditation do not occasionally occur ; few 
that have not enjoyed certain seasons of holiness^ 
when the world and all its pageantries have 
flitted away from them ; when the solemn consi* 
deration of eternity has obtained the ascendant, 
and when, at the touch of a mightier amulet, all 
the parading insignificance of human passions and 
human vanites have, dwindled into their intrin- 
sic nothingness. But alas ! with many, the halo 
of the sacred, hour is also evanescent ; the cause 
which gave birth to the solemnity of the feeling 
is departed* - It was but .the airy semblance, and 
Q0t the practised spirit of religion, which , lent 
the exdtement; and. the. clouds of worldliness 
have returned, and the tempests of passion have 
again ruffled the sea of life, and have driven '' the 
birds of calm, from its cfaarQied wave," and the 
lost and agitated soul, like the sun in the fleeting 
loveliness of its summ^ set, goes down beneath 
/the horizon of its light and faith, to the doubt 
and darkness of its mistrusting scepticism. But 
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if ntkifftl reltgiim mftnot give m BisemgUi to 
conticiue ifi practieal boIitiMS> the simptiures 
came t^ our •asvsistattc^. Thegedejsipwtrate that 
jtbe faniH is in ouvselFeD, but they «hevr mmmir 
fialing tefttge; thejse iastfuot i»3 tibaiweba^e 
fihmed agiainst heay«Q, but they t^ us of fprgiv^ 
jum Wd solvation ; ^hey bid w '^ aii^e and g^ 
t(9^m feiheir ;" the pJace^ the homr^ the werdf 
tii wpplicatioa, they teach m, a»d mnawe wp^ 
thict the pririkeged worshippers of ^^ Him who 
takieth on the throne for ever^^ do not diedaifi in 
tbeir celestial mamions, to rigoioe ov^ one fiin>» 
ner that repenteth, and retunietfa with Hm vip* 
lifted hands of boly worship to the altar of 'hS» 
God* 
To this aitar yoa are to cotne in the last plaocv 
III. '' Without wraiii ta dwhimgJ* Th^ao*- 
liettor fi3r mercy must hhnself be mereifiil : &«tl 
yunr hearts. My Brethren, you must foiCgiT« 
eadi other his trespasses, as ye^ hvpe to 1m^ 
{wgiyen ; on no othar terms ean you reaaonably 
expeot tiie acoeptanoe c^ your prayers* Theiw 
SB an impressive meaning in all the exhortatioMf 
of !0ur Saviour cm tins subjects whifih no sppfais* 
trgr can evade ; ^' if ye forgive not men their tnrefik 
fSlssM^ neither will your father £c>rgive yoiv ismr 
Itasses/' 

fodq>eiident cif the iieeesnity of stiMteliig 
wrath and ennuty, for the sa^e of rendering yonv 
prayers e&otual, there are maosy ob vio^is ?eitsons 
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for softkiiis the effort nviucii regard fwixpenmil 
tiMiqittllitgr. In our mixed and uBcertain nature 
tbeos awmme feetings productive of pleasure, 
and others of pain ; we need no incitenienl to 
^wourage and indidge the former ; itisatrange 
¥1^ Ahould iseqniir ^nor to combat the latter. I 
fci0>iF«f QAtlntig move fatally efficient in diatnii^ 
img tlte mind andchedkii^ its noblest operations^ 
than a iwrJdag spirit of general or individual ani* 
mdrftyi T&e feeling is not only naamiable, but 
itfi» imjast ; uiajust to the man who chmahea at, 
aaiit fxredudes his «wn happiness ; unjust to its 
ohftct/asitis cMiuttonly founded ^n some ith 
sig&ifiramt &idt or provocation, irhieh no mom 
argues universal depravity in the aggressoiv 
than one fimlty or idecayed beiek proves the bi- 
cimvenience or mttenness of a whole buildhig« 
Miserable, My Friends, would be the lot of the 
best among U8> if standing at the l^bunal of 
God, or man, we were to be judged by some mi«> 
gjdardedrexpression, or some inconsideeate aotion^ 
instead of by the whole tenor and conduet of 
anr lives. 

If such a custom were to prevail in tins worlds 
no man's character would be safe an hour ; no 
man'4 honoixr that might not instantfy be laid lit 
the dust If such were to be the grounds el 
jxidgiMnt hereafiter.vwhdch of as wonU not sink 
disconsolate and despairing to the tomb 7 

Again^--we must pray '^ without doubting/' 

13 
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kH aho pow w to ^e ; and thtt Iw ]|^«M^ 

sooDtf or later, wifl betJbeeoDfeqwiice 

•fMrdevolioik That Holy Spiat «kidi,injUi|e 

aid tana hd k n as, wrought in anraokaiW^ 

pnfbecf, is now manifest by atiher 

wtahlish our &hh, animate 

pervade onr coodnct, and re- 

soailsi. These prove themsdves di- 

hj hnigi]^ forth those holy fruits wfaiok 

dHi ^^aafcte- ettOBierates^ " love, patience, me^ 

mm^hmgsidknng,'' and are easily distDDfimfad 

iwn ^ dnaaos of passion, and the i^fgrnmin 

if ftacy^hy the iniaUible toudistonaof Aenqid 

^ G^ Tb that standaid let us rigcnoostf sub- 

JMt mr liwsw owr actions^ and our thoughts ; on 

lUil aMdhMly kt na icpacc an uidimited eonfir 

«Misi^r UK aH casaa aC HBoMy and dagger, m4> 

1^ ^a^ laiy laKnase in the knowledge andqon^ 

^endttMia wT k& A»c um bb s > kk as oome to the hfAy 

^iewmmmim ^ the ki^g of Israd, " moimpg 

aiaA ^^iMi^ jMi at sMaa^y, will I pray/ 

l>iiaC;t\ UT tkese qualifications be necessary 
Iter iW ymi^ikiic^ of oidiMary lutayer, they must 
^ \^m^>r iK^^usiie ibr the due perfiNrmance of 
t^ Mi»si iai|)MBS»\(^^ the Bio^ 

^fr (^ <>eV^hiM^ l0^HM2Nrfow. Yon have just hetod 
}^t% l\lu(V fik^dantmi^ that "^ Jesus Christ wills 
^ tthMi lo he »v^/ Let me conjure you then. 
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^t€# ymi from one erf the! mostbnporteHt mMtt 
4(tf isdVtttion; whic& liid mercy has beqiieflliMd to 
j^^ tiome prep^atlon - id indeed ' ' mnemtsrf k 
ktWie^t*p«tAt6nce "woi^ing a doteniiinttCion to 
Wkntnt V witliMit faM K vely and practical ; iiMn- 
ottt clf&rit3r, prdgtant with iorb to all'maftkhid; 
neither dt^dticttis lidr (^a!crantfen«»' «Em be avail- 
able. Bnt surely it is no hard task fbrmen who 
tive in the professrion of Christianity^ to imbibe 
these virtues. Whether yoti be heavy laden 
h^iih yonr tiins, your sorrows^ or your rnfimif- 
liles; there is a voice which calls from that altar^ 
**'coW!e td'Bie, and P will give you re*tr O! 
i»iay tlie' invitation not be offered iA vAn, but 
4Miy you come to the teble of your Redeetter'in 
^^ bifdal garment of a changed and contrite 
heart; may this commemoration of his mortid 
birth be to many 6f you, the date of that sph*- 
tual reformation, which shaQ alone insure you 
ihe' benefits of his death ; and may you live and 
jgrow in godliness to perform with fid^Hty the 
tttW^yOu professed at baptism, and renew at 
e^iyparticipation in the sacramehtDf the Lord's 
Wipper. -• ''• '*•' ' •"' V -' • 
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SERMON X. 



ON THE imaiBfiRS THAT ABS CALUSD TO AMD 



RfiJfiCT CHRISTIANITY. 



HAXT. XXU. I4« 

For many are caMed, hutfei» are chosen. 



^WE ToifiQ oi reUgion ig unifoi;mly the vow& of 
mercy; end Hds, wlieitlier her luinottncemeiiite 
relftte ia the &ial faappuesB of the good, or to 
the juBt but t^xifying doom which sooner «ar 
latex must overtake the wicked. Every person 
who has any acquaiutaince with the iiuinaa 
bewt^or has nwde the glightest oheervatiosi 09 
humw conduct, murt be aware of a perpetual 
eonteat between the princi^es lOf good and e?il ; 
iau9t undemtand something of the mixed and 
Bwtiey chwacter of humanity ; and must pevt 
ceive that it is as necessary to work upon the 
fears, as it is to stimulate the hopes of men, in 
order to bring them under the dominion of : iie*- ^ 
ligion and of virtue. If, as our Saviour has him* 
self declared, it was one grand object of his 
mission to ^' call sinners to repentance,'' it was 



at IfiABt »$ nMesnry ta cMviooe them of tte 
hat^uIw9B8 mA cmdemiifttioB <of «ui> «• ii; w»s 
t9 «3b»e tikem })y tbe Itfittiattey wd baulifiettioii 
9f jte oppcMHte; ifj Its iHir <>w» aesKpen^acie m anf^ 
ikswot to te$t]fy« itbe terrw 9i ]fwmfxnent te m 
ioflumtial ovGf tbe gea^^aUty pf meQ# m thu 
hQI^^ ?ewdffd> it was evidratly 'expe^en^ in « 
matter of such wam«»t ag their Vernal salvattoOt 
to re^rt to the agency of the former. ThB 
words of my text ^^rd ub a strikiog mf^JWfte 
of the wholesome severity, with which omr .Sa^ 
viour oocasiqnally lound it Aeceasary to instmet 
his foSowers; they hear as^rag and mdaiiebcij 
testimooy to the wickedness of the people to 
whom his Goi^pel was first propauaded^ mAx^ 
gf^d indeed with a most appalling aspect lh« 
ds|>raved and negl%ent of erery generaticias 
Th^ form a <sort of applieatioB to the parabte 
to which they axe appendedi and the substance 
of wMch I shaU here mlate to yon« 

In this parable the kingdom of ibMMesi m 
likened unto a certain king who celebrated tiie 
niq^tialS'Ctf his son> and incited t^ Uiem a coKr 
sidsvahle nmaber of guests ; when 4he prepa^ 
rations were complete^ he despatdied his ser«- 
Yantsto conyene the party that was bidden; hut 
of these some d^iarted to their fielda, and others 
to iheir merdiandise; and the rcovmant onfy 
stayed to requite his hospitality by the murder 
of his m^^engms; when the Lord of the feast 
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heard i^ this Jast instatice of atrocious ingrah 
titude^ he sent his soldiers to destroy the mnt^ 
derers and consume their city ; and having en- 
countered sueh unirarthy treatment at the hands 
of those wlH)m he at livst«preferred> he es^tended 
his invitation to the frequenters of the highways; 
and when these were assembled^ remarking one 
man negligently attired and destitute of a rredh 
ding garment^ he ordered Ms servants to cast 
him out aaid commit him intaprison where there 
ncas wailing and gnashing of teeth. And the se- 
imrity of this treatment our Saviour justi^^ 
and virtually declares that it will- be realized as 
eonceras the kingdom of heaven, to which 
*^ many are called but few are chosen." My 
Friends, in explaining this parable, I * shall 
briefly r€»mrk, that the royal Loi<d of the feast 
is our Ahnighty Father ; that the marriage of 
the son intimates the Christian dispensation; 
that those who were first bidden to the nuptials 
x^present the Jewish people, whose conduct and 
destiny is truly predicted under this similitude ; 
Ihfat the attendants from the highways intimate 
the surrounding Gentiles subsequaitly called in; 
and that the ejected guest, who had the rashness 
to obtrude himself without the ^* wedding ♦ gar- 
ment,'^ is the unholy, disobedient, and conse^ 
^jftently unqualified, professor of Christianity. 
But the application, which is so infinitely more 
alarming, inasmuch as it intimates the difficulty 
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of » €hristiair efedionv and • the small* iiubiber of 
p»Miis who shall ultimately acoomptish iti ie 
what I propose now • principally to consider^ 

la the first place, there can be no doubt that 
ow Savioiir, though he meant this rigid deel^ 
ration to be of general and future use^ applied it 
mainly and particularly to the perfidious and 
persecuting generation which existed in Judea 
at the time of his advent ; this will be evideafe 
hy collating it w^th a vision seen many years after* 
wards by St. John, fai which it was revealed to 
him^ thst of a single tribe of Judah there wese 
s^^ited * no less f than ^ twelve: thousand souk^" 
s^ aftor that ^' he beheld a great moltitode 
which no man could number^ of M naticms and 
kindjredi and people, and tM^ues, standmg be* 
S^j!&' the thr^tt^ and before the Lamb, dothed 
with white robes and pidms in their hands, as<» 
cribing with a: loud voice! ssdvation unto our 
God that sitteth' upon the thrope, and unto the 
Lamb for ever." This is a yery co^solatwy re* 
velation, and brings the awful announcement of 
my text more immediately home to the Jews 
who were contemporary with our Saviour. Of 
them indeed a very small proportion could be 
equitably saved; they.ivreare the contemoifrs of 
the Lord!s entertainment, the persecutors of his 
S9rvants,..and ^finally the, tmurd^ers of the son 
hiqiself ; unmoved by the signs and wonders he 
wrought among them, unappeased by the acts 
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of knidBciss a»d b«iiev^6i«tK!e id: whhh Mif wb5fe 
fUme was oecujpied ; they envied^ hdted^ defffinei^ 
and croe^ed bim ; tliey* wdre lidden hat wottld 
Hot cMie*; dntfeatedy Imf they irould not Ik^ar ; 
eii^;liteiied> tot <b€iy wo«id m€ iee; t« tlLem 
Qoi l»d Img sbewn hiiflfitftf '^ gradiotts^ and 
OMitiftil> slow to Miga, and> ^ gnatkiaidaeM;^ 
sml^ it now renaiMi l^bat he should iHiniliMr 
HbB* awM atfrihttte (tf Mr jmtice. The8e> tkete^ 
to8/aK the^'^maay^dBied,'' agauMtwhosi wa-^ 
tenoe wiB infallibly' ga Ibrfb, and ^s wit be' 
liie^grottMl of condemMffeiony that In Aeir days^ 
^''^Ivicane into* the woild; but they lov^ i$a^ 
1WSB rathcar ftan light, because theif deeds wet^ 

And;: new, my heai^NrSj let ns tran to imrselves^ 
sRidsee how Ae teKt affi^ets- onr sitiiBticm alsoi 
The saoM principle, en wbieb the Iteity pfDf^ 
ceeded tewarde the Jews, will strict^ inflnence 
1^ eendttct towards Hie Gentiles^; ttte* same^ 
wiiekedness together with the samemeans afibrd^ 
ed us of refinqmsfaing it, which condeniiied thef 
Israelites, will be a curse luid^ condenmation to* 
us, if we obstinately close our eyes against YiSSf' 
Gospel; and harden our hearts against Ms coni:- 
mandments. We too behold the light whidt 
has come into the world, and we may, if we* 
choose, be guided by its histre; we too are the- 
invited guests to the marriage of the lamb, and it* 
is in our option to accept the invitation ; we too 
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wn^tmoiog tixe TXMXfUaA ans'CialM, ndit »oiir 
ami Auiit, if uMbenotindhicbd witk tlw fl^r tlM* 
AaH be qbaaea. It sn «o nceplioiv tertiiedBvine) 
iMi^to fogr tliii^ MM^ flhdll be rateei; it ii 
s^qUciail ta kftCHU^ thMtalllmm itia tlmr pMrar 
toi be elected. It ii bom impeatcteMrt of diiri]i# 
gf aee ta plead tint &e teaiptetion to teeafe tte 
law isstrong^wMb tilie penidty amifiand to fiola^ 
tiMft^ieeetdecrly ndiliam^ belbiM iiut ejFes; 

dfffftiB^ LcAiis^tltmMrieuBly'ebiiiridertlienal' 
in#«e of a f^%iew mH/' let » raftect on Ito 
ob^eet^ ii» aatilioir^ and ifis meaakig; Its olgeet 
ifr tibe safi^atioii of bomaaity; its iHTitatoti I» 
addressed ta every human ereafture. Man, itt 
wl^ate^i96f raain be ia to be eBcountered; man fin 
wbaterep^ tongae be aiSsemes bwia^ tobeayen ; 
man^ wbatever caatt, chat aeter or eostosiff^ ma- 
tw»' or edneatioii^ may barv^ grafted oft bias; 
man k^ the boaoured objeet^ of i^ Cbris^aa: caffing. 
Whether he be clad in purple and in paB^ or* 
leosdy ragged inf beg^ry saaA wantr w&etber 
he^ fitre gittnptuously e^wty^ isy, or fibaie tfr^ 
the wretched Lazarua baAs tho omeiHi^ oi at^Or- 
eace ; whether he be entbroned and seeptred 
aHiosg the {HdnceB^ of t^ people or play ia^ home^ 
lieat cbaraeter his part? of servitude ; num baa 
equal need of 1^ wamzBg and I%ht and leadhig^ 
and comferi of Christianity : neither m the tnest 
ex^ghtened tirtne exalted beyond tlieX necessity 
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of its assistance, nor the vilest sbitery to vice 
snd corruption debased bdowtbe level of its 
condescension. It Bummons then every where 
to repentance, and however deep may be their 
trespasses^ bids them " turn unto the Lord, ibr 
he is merciful, and to onr God, for be will abun- 
dantly pardon." Its most frequent language is 
addressed to the miserable outcast from this 
worid's pity and forgivratess ; and never does it 
assume a tone of kindlier sympathy f» stronger 
emplusis, than when it pours its redeeming ac- 
cents into the ears of such a one, and.proclaims 
tbe joy which will sing through heaven, over 
every sinner that repentetfa. J^d the author, of 
this call is the supreme and the everlasting au- 
thor of all existence ; it is the universal parent, 
calling to his weak and wandering family, fti>d 
striving by every effort to stay their footsteps, 
and reclaim their vagrancy. It is our Father 
which is in heaven, in remonstrance with his 
children that are on earth, admonishing them of 
their vices, warning them of their danger, and 
assuring them of his assistance. It is the ever 
merciful and affectionate being who created aB 
thmgs for good, and willed that all men be saved, 
pleading with those deluded creatures ctf his love, 
who have " quenched his spirit," " cast his word 
beliind them," and renounced his worship for 
that of Baal. In every act of retributive justice 
which they witness ; in every mercy which they 
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ntjoyi^ i^'tsriljurai thmi to ''Him from thMr^ 
iwidcedneite and 4ii^'^ In thieatemng^and pro- 
jttising, it is the same God, and often when 
we omit. to reoogntse hiu in- the strong wind 
that rends the^monttbaind, or in the oarthqiiakB 
thai: ^akes^ HA ;f £dlle8> or in' the fire tiiat eoA- 
aumemiiUv citiea, w6 facac hSka in the etiH small 
rvoice^befote whioh;]ike Blijafa^ we dioold ^ wtrng 
^iBrtfiEie6»Jn^ohr4maBlie^>aQdikU witl^ doim- 
t«&anees prolate -ia the dnsfc."*' 
.^iMttf, The meaning of this eall is foil of so- 
tenni'and^ momentons instruction, erery way 
worthy of i^e'OTade through which it was nt- 
^tfed/ abidt'of the end whifih it was intended to 
atK^ompHsh. 

;^''}t'i6 designed to convince man of sin, with- 
Wot which eonyictiott, there can be no repentance. 
in infbt^ him of ^hat sad land pdlhiting depra- 
¥ity, *whicfh^ w<A deftrived to him from his fore- 
•fethi^rs ^, a d^pta^ity, of which hatred or disobe- 
te^tiSe WOod;is the radifca;! element, and which, 
kjfUi^ concealed, dk it docs; under much that 
lifeatfs^ttte 'iferiiblance of things honest and lovely 
feidi oFgMd report, may have escaped the eye of 
*4!sffiian6i[iife dbkertation altogethei', and even be 
iiiikkowA'in sdme degrte to the internal con- 
sciousness of the man himself; but which the 
S^kifch of omfiiscience cannot fail to detect,, and 
WL rtaniffest in that day, wh6n the light of hea- 
Vfeh' shall blaze ardund the inmost secrets of the 
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human hearty and, in spite of many appearances 
of worth and honour and integrity which may 
have gathered upon it, discover such a principle 
of dark and desperate wickedness, snch an utter 
revulsion from God's love, and abandonment of 
God's commandments, as shall sully all its beauty, 
and level all its pretensions, and fully justify the 
inevitable condenmation of every soul that trusted 
in its own righteousness, and despised the merit 
of Christ for its redemption. 

Nor is it difficult. My Brethren, to perceive, 
amidst all the seeming severity of its aspect, the 
exceeding mercy of the revelation. If it reveal 
to us the rigour of th6 Law, does it not also com- 
municate to us the kindness of the Gospel ? If 
it unfold to us the foul quality of that corruption 
which rankles in its hidden residence, does it not 
point out to us the fountain opened in Judah to 
cleanse the leprosy of the soul, even as the waves 
of Jordan cleansed the leper of Assyria ? If like 
that doubting sufferer, we question the salubrity 
of the prescription; if we insultingly ask whe- 
ther ^' Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damascus, 
be not better than than all the waters of IsraeV 
then is it not our want of faith, rather than God's 
want of mercy, that retards our cure ? '^ Behold, 
the Lord's hand is not shortened that he cannot 
save, nor his ear heavy that he cannot hear ; but 
our iniquities have separated between us and 
God." It is this iniquity that causes our dis- 
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trust and unbelief^ and in the badness of our 
lives we meet the greatest enemy to our faith ; 
it is this that fills the fatal list of the many, and 
reduces that of the few. Let us cease to have 
an interest in hoping religion to be false, and 
we shall soon be convinced that it is true ; let 
us only become Christians in practice, and it 
will not be long ere we are Christians in creed. 
O ! can we recur so often to the Bible, and read 
there the hopes of futurity laid open to the good, 
and its horrors denounced upon the wicked, and 
yet remain in a state of sinfulness and enmity 
with God ? Can we read there the general am- 
nesty of pardon and peace granted freely to a 
fallen and rebellious people, on the simple con- 
ditions of faith and penitence, and reformation ; 
tmd yet ourselves forsake, and by ill example, 
cause others to forsake the open sanctuary? 
Why, upon the common principles of selfishness, 
continue we so blind to that which constitutes 
out true tranquillity and happiness ? Why wear 
we away a useless existence in slavery to pas- 
sions which increase with gratification, and 
which no fruition can satisfy, while we turn with 
disgust or doubtfulness from the substantial and 
penhanent reward of •^ peace and joy in be- 
lieving " Why, while dust returning unto dust, 
and bone crumbling after bone, fearfully assure 
us of the short and feeble tenure of a temporal 

i2 
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life^ why omit we the brief and elapsing op- 
portunity to lay hold of life eternal ? O ! for 
the penetrative beams of the Sun of righteous- 
ness to dissipate the melancholy mist that hovers 
over this valley of the shadow of deaths and 
cloud the glorious visions of futurity which the 
Gospel offers to our view. O for a voice of 
thunder that could reach the deep slumber of 
an immortal soul^ and arouse its energies^ ere it 
sleep that last sleep^ from which it will awake 
only to hear the dreadful confirmation of those 
truths^ which might once have dawned the birth 
star of its hopes> but must then bum through a 
sad^ and dismal, and eternal night, the watch- 
fire of its despair. But to you. My Friends, 
that hour is not yet arrived, and from you that 
destiny may be yet averted ; to you the oppor- 
tunity is yet afforded to know, in this your 
day, the things that belong unto your peace. 
Hearken then unto him that made and will re- 
deem you ; go unto him all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and he will give you rest; 
care not what worldly losses are involved in the 
terms of your acceptance ; external fortune is 
but dross, when weighed against the safety of 
your soul ; care not what sinful worldly ties 
you break through in your way to Jesus ; the 
greater is your sacrifice, the more illustrious 
will be your recompense. ^^ For there is not 
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one who forsaketh house or lands, father or 
mother, for his sake and for the Gospel's, who 
shall not receive for them manifold in this world, 
and in the world to come life everlasting.'' 



SERMON XL 



«Sr rCUTT OF HSART. 



5BnM Jr^ ^ MYM k«rf,/Nr iiefshaUsee God. 



vV ^ :^ ^KiCtw^ «^ tettdficatiim which our 
lk^l^$ss^ Si^^Kor K^^dies to sereral virtues and 
^seur ^iMObsM^ itt \& cdeteated sermon on the 
MMiti^ ;^»»M^ ;ic^ wiw lliat merit our conside- 
i:«6tt aiM^ ^«t ^if fwomise of my text; and 
^:^ ^g^ vlkOi»r ivir Rsard tl^ nature of the 
Mesg^io^ ic$tKir%ir ue p^dslar diaracter on which 

T^ ^piectie litti gf ki|»piMSS, which is to be 
tibe ultiittdtfe Ufeil perp etitt l lewaid of Christian 
fwCT« W$ Veeat m>wtKf^ exattfy d^ned in any 
of Ae sacred wmixjt^ : tat we may rationally 
infar from the eoaTctsatioK of Chiist on this 
subject^ that it will ciwsist in possession of fe- 
licitatiiig thouglits^ ia an immediate communion 
"■rith tiie Ala^ghty^ and in ananqife participation 
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of all the benefits arising from the fulness of 
Divine love. We may be certain that the pri- 
vilege of seeing God^ who is the author of virtue 
and of joy^ will be accorded only to the good and 
happy ; that the purity of Heaven will not be 
contaminated by the intrusion of sinfulness and 
impiety; and that shame or sorrow^ or despair^ 
or wretchedness, will never be permitted to alloy 
the felicity of the spirits of the Just. The na- 
ture of that blessedness promised to the pure in 
heart, is no less than the eternal inheritance of 
the kingdom of heaven ; but the promise involves 
also considerable secular benefit ; implies, even 
in this life, a nearer approximation to the Deity, 
than is allowed to the generality of the world ; 
and afibrds a prospect of immortality so cheerful 
and animating, as amply to compensate for all 
the contingent evils of humanity. The Chris- 
tian, purified in heart by his own endeavours, 
and by the aid of the Holy Ghost, " draws nigh 
unto God" in spirit ; sees him, as it were, in 
continual prospective ; beholds his countenance 
in the mirror of his own mind; feels him in the 
sanctified operations of his own bosom, and 
looks forward to a more intimate knowledge as 
the completion of his joy. Such, My Brethren, 
is the state of the real disciple of our Lord, and 
I entreat all and every one among you who are 
emulous of its happiness, to enter with me into 
the serious consideration of the principles which 

16 
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compose^ and the measures which secure thftt 
" purity of heart which shall see God." 

L Endowed as we are by nature, with mad 
and unruly desires ; excited by the lusts of the 
flesh ; agitated by the passions of the mind ; al* 
temately the slaves of sensuality, avarice, am- 
bition, and innumerable vices which war at once 
against the body and the soul ; Christian purity 
must be the result of no mean endeavours to 
subdue the deadly enemies. The power we 
may acquire over our own inclinations is indeed 
mighty, if we pursue the right steps for its ac- 
quisition. To effect this, we must pay the 
greatest attention to the institution of our minds; 
we must embue them with the paramount love 
of God ; we must grave them with his command- 
ments; we must fortify them with Christian 
principles to bear against every possible assault ; 
we must sanctify them by devotion ; and enrich 
them with those treasures which we may con* 
tinually put forth in the service of Christ. 

We shall find that the formation of our under- 
standings will require the utmost care, and their 
preservation in truth and rectitude, our continual 
vigilance. Resolute to abide by the principles 
we have adopted; determined to fulfil the vows 
which Christianity has laid upon us ; we must 
yet be doubtful of our own strength, and not 
thrust ourselves recklessly into temptation. The 
most stoical philosopher must confess, that it is 



SERMON XL 121 

often easier to fly than to resist; and the very 
terms of our holiest prayer only confirms what 
daily experience teaches. Reason then will dic- 
tate the propriety of avoiding all those com- 
panions^ who are infidels in theory and sensual- 
ists in practice ; and of discarding every volume 
which inculcates a spirit of impiety or vice, 
though conveyed in the most alluring language* 

The dangers arising from evil communication 
are tenfold greater in this age than in that of the 
primitive Christians. The line of demarcation 
between God and Baal was in their times more 
distinctly marked ; vice was arrayed in the dis-* 
gusting garments that belong to her, and was 
seldom seen at the foot of the altar in the robes 
of virtue and religion. But now, to the eternal 
shame of this enlightened age, one would almost 
think that human invention is racked to render 
vice agreeable. She approaches you in the vest 
of friendship ; she solicits you in the words of 
philosophy; she woos you with the smiles of 
genius. But thou, who tremblest on the verge 
of her fatal influence, suffer not thy ear to be 
soothed by her solicitation, nor thy understand- 
ing to be dazzled by her promises, ^' Let not 
thine heart decline to her ways, nor thy feet go 
astray in her paths,"" for ^ her house is the way 
to hell, going down to the chambers of death." 

Let us take what pains we may, to avoid temp- 
tation, there are some evil desires, which^ from 
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the infinnity of our fallen nature^ and from our 
relative situations in the worlds will put our 
faith and resolution to severe trials. The 
oftener these are resisted the more easy will re- 
sistance become i and as it is ordained that man^ 
degraded from his original rank^ shall only be 
'^ purified through suffering/' we may rejoice 
that this state of care and warfare is substituted 
for severer chastisement. The utmost tranquil* 
Uty that you can enjoy in this world is not re- 
pose : were you permitted to slumber through 
life^ without any pains to support^ any evils to 
rebuts and any duties to pursue ; by what merit 
could you urge the slightest claim to the remu- 
nerations of eternity ? It is quite in vain to argue 
that God^ all merciful as he is represented^ might 
have made man at once perfect in virtue and in 
happiness ; it is quite in vain to speculate on a 
creation commensurate with our ideas of inter- 
minable power and boundless pity. We know 
that God has declared himself omnipotent^ and 
yet has made man imperfect ; we know that he 
has dictated his own style '^ the Lord God> mer- 
ciful and gracious ;'' and yet has permitted man 
to be unhappy. We are therefore entirely ig- 
norant of those principles of eternal legislation 
which he has laid down for his own governance, 
and from which he will assuredly never depart: 
but it is by the doctrines he has revealed for our 
conduct that we must be guided; God hath 
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spoken atid he will not retract : be hath given 
us his word; he has given us his Son as a pledge 
of his intentions; and in the wondrous scheme he 
hath wrought for our deliverance from sin and 
deaths he hath instructed us that we ourselves 
must bear a part If that part be occasionally a 
part of labour and of sorrow ; it is no more than 
our own sense of equity will inform us is our due : 
and the hour will soon come when the labourer 
shall receive his hire, and that " godly sorrow 
which worketh repentance unto salvation" shall 
'' not be repented of.** Every sentence of the iur 
imitable discourse from which my text is taken de- 
clares as unequivocally as words can speak^ the ne- 
cessity of man to be instrumental in his own rcr 
demption ; and though the one under our present 
consideration stood alone in its kind, it would 
be decisive of the question. Purity of he^rt, 
must arise from the conscientious discharge of 
duties^ as well as from abstinence from crime. 
Indeed the negligence of some of those duties 
is itself a polluting, a condemning crime ; you 
have only to enquire of your own experience 
When is passion most dangerous ? and you will 
be answered in the houxofidJen^ Jocency 
cannot be preserved but by diligence in your 
Christian vocation. Purity of heart and purity 
of conduct have a reactive power on each 
other. 
The man who allows impure ideas to take 
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Po^on of his breast, and instead of dissipa- 
V^ them by an instantaneous recntrence to 

^ «1 theynse into a flame, is gnilty of a 
^tual unpunty, whether he is hurried into the 




^^that our Saviour explained the seventh 
««»«rfment : and agam, when « out of tiie 
J^ptoeeed evfl thoughts," such as - murdere, 
»«s, fevnications, adultery, idolatry, and blas- 
^^en these are only contemplated in the 
•wwst. they « pollute the man." The 
r, to whma the beatific vision is annexed, 

*U»or the appearance of 
Yet crfl thoughts win assafl him in com- 
wn^otWracB: but he wiD resist them as 
*t camftioK of Us nature, or as the devices 
«f &e povots of AricMss, and, in the spirit with 
^rtidh he llBter lud away temptation, " get 

* win be his constant 



1I> is «*ier t» make these observations of 

>^ W«dk. kc «» ytf Btcdirai, apply them 

*%:^^ ti» — iaclm» ia die great and important 

*^^ ^!$<etf^<iiSMMMtwa. Though we make con-> 

****»• «fo«r g«k t* ■one but God, we cannot, 

^^^ ^'^ ••*» t* cwkmI it from ourselves. In 

^ "^^^H**** «r««r coBduet, let us look back 

«|N» *wr $^ ^iurf aH hare suk to answer for,) 

■*»^ «Mi»Riiiice wdl itpeBtance. Let us not. 



SERMON XI. 125 

as some sensualists have done^ regard the me- 
mory of our vices with pleasure, and act them 
over again in remembrance. If we feel not 
more intensely the bitterness of penitence, than 
the sweetness of the sin, we are a long way firom 
spiritual^ and I fear from bodily purity. 

When the royal prophet of Judah had been 
betrayed into the enormous crime of adultery, 
and was brought by Nathan to a perception of 
the magnitude of his guilt ; his repentance was 
severe and genuine in proportion to the black- 
ness of his sin. This, he exclaimed, in the agony 
of his soul, '^ was ever before him," and he tells 
us at once all that he had lost, and all that he 
aspired to regain, in that remarkable prayer 
'^ Create in me a clean heart, O God !'* This 
is a prayer which may be rendered of infinite 
service to every individual. It proves that un- 
deviating holiness through a whole life, is not 
possible, and therefore is not necessary to final 
purity. It shows that sincere repentance may 
efface the pollutions of crime, and that prayer 
and reformation may cleanse the heart of ini- 
quity. But it teaches at the same time, that 
without this cleansing, happiness either here or 
hereafter is hopeless; and confirms the awful 
warning of the apostle, that '' neither fornicators, 
nor adulterers, nor idolaters, nor drunkards> nor 
covetous, nor revilers, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God." Oh it is an awful, it is an alarming 
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consideration^ that '^ as the tree falls so shall it 
lie.'' and for the fate of them who die in the*con- 
Inmed and unrepented hahit of these offences^ 
every principle of reason and religion shall trem- 
ble. Neither, My Brethren, be deceived by sup- 
posing a course of criminal sensuality cau: be 
expiated by the practice of a few of the good 
works of the law. It is true for instance, that 
'^ charity hideth a multitude of sins," but it is 
not quite so true, that all is charity which passes 
in the world by the denomination of that virtue. 
If mere gifts, divested of holiness in the motive, 
are acceptable to God, how comes it, that ^' to 
the offering of Cain, God had not respect?" 
How comes it, that St. Paul asserts, *' though he 
give all that he hath, and have not charity, it 
shall profit him nothing T Can you for an in- 
stant admit so glaring an absurdity as the belief, 
that the infidel who wrecks the peace of mind 
of his inferiors by the promulgation of his doubts, 
can make them compensation by his alms ; that 
the drunkard, the seducer, or the adulterer can 
be charitable to those by his purse, whom he has 
ruined by the contagion of his exanlple ? Alas I 
My Friends, let dependant adulation or the false 
standard of worldly honour, decorate these cha- 
racters as they may, the Christian, and the 
Christian's God, will regard them as they really 
are ; the whiteness of the sepulchre without, its 
rottenness and its death within. Neither let the 
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number of those who lend their sanction to habits 
of pleasure, frivolous as import inveigle yon 
into conduct, which the -Gospel explicitly con- 
demns. Whatever be the custom of tihie thought* 
less crowd, whatever he the previdUng fashion 
of i^he evil days in which we are cast, let us.re- 
member that individual responsibility will not 
be abrogated by the multitude of offenders, nor 
punishment be mitigated by the community of 
crime. It is not a long list of names, noble in 
the acceptance of the world, which in the eyes 
of God will palliate the guilt they sanctioned by 
their practice ; it is not the rank or station of 
the sinner, that will extenuate the quality of the 
sin, but the influence which these command will 
contribute to its malevolence. Let us abhor 
vice then, whenever we encounter it, whether in 
the mean and miserable, or in the high and 
happy ; whether clad in the loathsome weeds of 
her natural depravation, or adorned by the arti- 
ficial habiliments of erring genius. Let us not 
fondly imagine that we can veil impurity of 
thought in purity of language, or disguise the 
contaminations of the heart, by the professions 
of the tongue. Let us reflect that though our 
ingenuity may deride the inspection of the world, 
and even go far to deceive ourselves, there is no 
escaping from the perspicacity of God. Let us 
never forget, that, though the prospect of Him in 
judgment is fraught with hope to the sincerely 
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righteous^ it is a most appalling consideration to 
the hypocrite ; and finally^ if oppressed hy the 
weight of conscious guilty and awake to the 
enormity of unbelief, we seek to throw our bur- 
then on the Saviour of the worlds let us call to 
mind in time, the solemn caution of his apostle, 
'' let him that nametii the name of 'Christ, depart 
from all iniquity/* 
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SERMON XII. 



ON PATIENCE IN AFFUCTION. 



JOB XUI. U. 

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 

beginning, 

# 

Among the various annals of the Old Testament^ 
there are some histories which fix upon the hu- 
man mind with an avidity^ and adhere to it with 
a pertinacity, which it would be difficult, even if 
it were eligible, to resist. Some of these are 
calculated to strike the soul with admiration by 
the splendour of their imagery and by the sub- 
limity of their doctrines ; some to animate the 
spirit by their examples of patriotism, honour, 
and fortitude ; and some to melt the heart with 
all the tenderness of love and pity, which their 
pathetic narratives so frequently contain. But 
in all, the considerative reader will observe this 
striking and excellent characteristic, which dis- 
tinguishes the Bible from every profi^ne history ; 
that the crimes of the wicked receive their ade- 
quate punishment, or we are made acquainted 
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with the reasons for which that punishment was 
remitted^ and we are never left to murmur at 
the dispensations of ^God with regard to the 
just, since the same volume which records their 
sufferings has brought to light the exceeding 
greatness of their reward. 

In the biography of which the words of my 
text intimate the completion, there is a variety 
and a richness of instruction which it would not 
be easy to parallel ^ whether we look to the 
differing events of the life of Job, to the contrast 
of his high and happy situation with the mi- 
serable destiny which he subsequently encoun- 
tered^ whether we enter into those heavenly 
feelings which were his portion when the 
'^ widow's heart sung for joy'' at his approach, 
or mourn with him when in the bitternes of his 
affliction he invoked a curse upon his natal hour, 
whether we listen to the touching patiho£( of his 
complaints or to the irrefutable arguments with 
which they were answered, or lastly if we ponder 
on the exquisite moral of the tale itself, we must, 
pronounce it one of the finest compositions ever 
perused by man. And it is. My BretbreUi tba^ 
Christian patience and long-suffering which will 
result from the consideration of this moral, that 
will render it practically useful to you on inanjf 
occasions in life, and will assure the end of every 
Disciple of Christ who practises it '' to be mprf 
blessed than his beginning." . , ^ 
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Job was ^'a man perfect and upright; one 
that feared God and eschewed evil;" he was 
possessed of much wealthy and it appears that 
he made the right use of it by assisting the 
needy, consoling the afflicted, encouraging the 
industrious, and diffusing charity and plenty 
around him* But this man who acted so nobly 
in prosperity, it pleased God to make trial of in 
another situation. He stripped him of bis 
riches and his honours, he afflicted him with a 
loathsome leprosy, he sunk him to the lowest pit 
of disgrace and penury, caused his wife and 
bosom friends to be a Curse to him, and op- 
pressed him with a yariety and intensity of 
wretchedness, which he must hare felt the more 
poignantly from the recollection of his former 
felicity. Yet him, who had ^ made his bed in 
darkness" and marked *^ the grave for his house/* 
him who had '^ said to corruption, thon art 
Ttkj fether, and to the worm tbou art my mother 
and sister,** him, who considered all his days as 
past, and ^ the purposes and thoughts of his heart 
as broken," him, fallen^ from his high estate and 
stricken beyond the reach of human restoratives, 
it was in the power and design of Providence to 
raise up, and make his latter end more blessed 
tbati bis beginning. Such, my Friends, is the 
history which I have chosen for the illustration 
of the lesson which I would this day convey; a 
lesson of content, of patience, arid of fortitude, 
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which challenges the attention not only of the 
child of present calamity, but of all whom dan- 
ger constantly surrounds, whom temptations daily 
beset, and over whom misfortune hourly im- 
pends. 

Difficult, dreadfully difficult will it he for him 
to bear affliction, whose sorrows have been caur 
sed by his own obvious wickedness, and who has 
not habituated himself to a trust in God< It is 
this trust combined with purity of conscience, that 
form the very essence of the martyr's fortitude,; 
it is on these principles he stands unappalled by 
power and unshaken by pei^ecutioni : it is on 
the strength of these principles that he rests 
himself on his Bible like a rock in the ooean, 
which firmly supported by its base defies the 
anger of the storm. Without conscious inno- 
cence, then, there can be no efficient fortitude ; 
and without fortitude the Christian character 
will be incomplete ; without fortitude what se- 
curity have we for the soundness of a man's in- 
tentions which we know terror can daunt, and 
calanlity can alter ? He may mean well, he may 
talk well, he may devoutly wish well to his 
neighbour, but he will never be able to carry 
his designs into execution, unless he has strength 
of mind to endure reproach and to repel ag- 
gression. 

The foundation of this virtue so requisite for 
thejperfection of the Christian, and for the hap- 
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piness of the man^ is to be laid in early life^ and 
to be preserved equally in prosperous and in 
adverse circumstances. Is the Christian in the 
first condition of Job ; is he high^ and honour* 
able^ and healthy^ with all the competence and 
comforts of the world around him ? let him read 
the liistory of his prototype^ and not forget that 
he too is a man. Let him remember the frailty 
of his frame^ the infidelity of worldly friendship ; 
let him consider that health may forsake him in 
an hour^ and that ^' riches make to themselves 
wings and flee away." Let him recollect that 
now is the time for instituting that purity of heart 
and righteousness of conduct which shall set him 
above the malevolence of fortune ; that now is 
the time for cultivating that spirit of prayer and 
praise and humble dependance upon God^ which 
Will arm him against a reverse ; that now is the 
timcj, perhaps i^e.on^ tirney when standing on 
the pinnacle of life^ he commands all that is ma* 
terialiri his own destiny, and can create to him- 
Wf a potency of mind whi^h the storms that 
blast hi3 temporal prosperity can, never wither. 
' But man is called upon not onjy to acquire, 
1biut to exercise patience and fortitude even in 
the height of human felicity ; show me where 
is that felicity so perfect as to enfranchise its 
possessor from all sufferance! Show me the 
state of humanity on which no sorrows dare to 
intrude ; which is altogether exempted from the 
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(HiMeftnd hw pfonounced upon primeval dia^ 
^bediraice ( show me, ye miniims of prosperkf^ je 
layers of the worlds your naked hearts, and see if 
they too are not characterized by lines of fear 
and melancholy; too well, alas! doth ^' every 
heart know its own bitterness/' which it requires 
the aid of patience and of heaven to bear. 

Next to a good conscience our principal sup^* 
port under afflictions must be derived from a 
conviction that there 10 a power in nature both 
able and willing to assist us ; that however mii 
serable may be our present situation, however 
gloomy our prospects, it is stdll within the means 
and scope of the Lord of the universe to make 
our '^ last condition better than our first." And 
here. My Brethren, to convince yourselves of the 
power of the Deity, I need only require you to 
cast one glance on the iiEtce of his creation ; I need 
only ask you to turn from the face of this goodly 
earth, all wonderful as it is in itself, to the 
contemplation of those thousand worlds that 
roll beyond it : if there you fail to read the re* 
cord of his omnipotence, your's is a blindness of 
intellect which no logic can illume. Let us then 
assume that the power of the Almighty is too 
manifest to be overlooked, and we must proceed 
to convince ourselves of his other attribute, his 
Providence, or, in other words, his wUl to pro- 
vide for the happiness of his oreatures. Here 
too we shall soon find a clue for our directicoEi ; 
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tliestraetim of everjr living tlniig, so adaj^ed 
to its obTioos destiny; the fatnatiofi of man 
Unoelf^ ani[de ptovinon for his support attd 
comftart; nay, tlie Tory circaoBtances wkich 
seem most hurtfol often proting idtunately the 
most beneficial^ are enough to evidence the ^ di- 
vinity tJiat shapes our ends, rough-hew them 
haw we may." 

Yet I will grant you^ that Ae fiites and fbr- 
tuaes of moB axe so different and frequently 
so little decided by their apparent deserts, that 
he> whose views are bounded by this world, 
arast pronounce ike presiding Deity to be voh 
just or impotent. He must perceive that mis* 
fortune, and seenung misery are often the portion 
of the good, and pleasiure and proqMity the 
lot of the wicked. He wiS see vice sometimes 
inheriting the estates of virtue, and idleness and 
profligacy wasting the acquisitions of industry 
and honour. He wi& remark occasionally the 
reKgious and tibe moral consuming a wretched 
existence m penury and ^ease ; and the infidel 
and ike voluptuary bringing the zest and stlmu* 
font of health to the enjoyment pf their rich 
possessions. Such is the prospect which the 
Deist mxiBt inevitaUy take of life, itiA the utmost 
that his wisdom can teach lum, is to endwe wi(^ 
hopeless patience the tSb which he can neither 
remove nor mitigate. Biit ^Hhere are more 
things in heaven and earth than are dreamed of 
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h Ae eztnantj of saflEriDg; like the Fitiiaidi 
eT on kktniy, W ''kmoms tibafc lus Bedeemigr 
fircA." WJattohiiis thewfltnithit dei^liuyg 
Aisbody? bluiiakkedanaeeGod. What 
to Ub is ibe c umiyCi en of tlie gnve T What 
to him Ae mostality of his ficune 9 He knows 
Ait Ae c uMtt|iU Me shdl put on inoomiptioii, 
Aet Ae ■Msrtal AsII put on inuncBrtalitjr ; he 
knows Ast his latter aid will be more bksaed 
Aan his h^iiBniii^ ; that he goes from a kiii^ 
dom whidi paaseA away^ to one eternal as U» 
fiMmder, and that eome what may in this life, Aat 
sayii^ shall be uhimatdy accomplished, '' deaA 
is swallowed up in victoiy * These, My Bre- 
thren, are the glorious pranises which our Sa- 
viour holds out to his followers, and I may un- 
hesitatingly pronounce, that no person who 
firmly confides in them can be wholly miserable, 
whatever may be Ae malevolence of what men 
call fortune, whatever Ae perfidy of friends, 
whatever Ae pangs which strike deepest into 
the heart of man, he has in these promises a 
consolation to apply to every possible calamity. 
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^te^apprebrasiofi of proximate eviit, tihfl • in* 
flic&ii of present pain^ is doubtless a great trial> 
wkiiao oBben, evem in the minds of the. virtuous^ 
predjominates ovBr the move distaut remuneca- 
tians of eternity. ; But the very < way to give 
eternity tl^t ascendaney which is so necessary 
e^v^n for our tendporal happiness^ is to keep God 
lit all times in our remembrance^ to reflect, in 
our most prosperous days^ on ihe instability of 
ids humafi possessions^ and to embue our minds 
withthaitinctiire of immoftality which devotion^ 
meditattan^ and the perusal of the ScriptilreSj 
will not fail to effect. 

May youi my hearers^ ^pply yourselves se- 
riously and assiduously to these duties^ may yov 
be timdy.convinced of their importance, and 
finaDy enjoy their efficacy; and may the imh 
pressibn which this brief ami feeble lecture leaves 
upon yout minds, by tl^ Messing of God, be 
such, as may give caution to the h^ppy, and con- 
solatidn to the afflicted ! 
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SERMON XIII 



ON THE POWEH OF HABIT. 



JERSlf. ZnL 23. 

Cam iie Eikiopiam dimtge Ms sUm^ or tie leopard kU 
spaUl T%em way ye also do good thai are accus- 
iomediodo eviL 

Thbrs h not a more mduidioly delnsion whe^ 
iher we oontemplate its immediate or remote eF* 
iects an human life^ than that which arises fix>m 
erroneous notions concerning the evangelical 
doctrine of repemiamee. How sad and how com^ 
mon is the speetacle, to see men, relying on the 
idle supposition that thej possess an inherent 
power of reformation which may be brought 
into action at any period of their lives, indul- 
ging in every favourite vice with little appre- 
hension of ultimate condemnation. They be- 
lieve that the grosser is their present wicked- 
ness the more acceptable will be their future 
conversion. They " sin that grace may abound.'^ 
They make the faith that should purify, if not 
the source, at least the encourager of pollution ; 
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and having heard of the joy prodaimed in hea- 
ven over ^' one sinner that repenteth/' they deem 
his destiny preferable to that of the ^ ninety and 
nine just person3 who need no repentance.* 
And this sort of jeasoning» My Friends, might 
be something more than plausible, if to repent 
and to reform were matters of such easy trans- 
action, as these deluded persons consider than. 
Temptations to ini^juity are, in this worid, 
strong and numerous ; they act upon faculties 
very susceptible of their influence ; and when to 
the enjoyment of the present pleasure at which 
they point, is annexed the bdief of irreqpoosi- 
bility for the vice which that pleasure may in* 
volve, they become altogeth«r irresistible* But 
to educe from the Gospel any doctrine &voarable 
to this vicious indulgence, to insinuate to our 
auditors that they may sin with impunity, pro* 
vided they only make a secret reservation for 
future penitence, were to subvert the intentions 
of God in his revelation to m^i ; to teach from 
the mouth of religion, a lesson abhorrent to mo- 
rality, and to view the author of virtue as the sane- 
tioner of guilt ; we mean not with unhallowed 
hand to touch the ark of God s cov^iant and 
mercy ; we mean not impiously to linnt the at- 
tributes of the Almighty Ruler of the universe ; 
but we must not set those attributes in oppo* 
sition. In calculating upon his mercy y we must 
not lose sight oi}m justice; and though from an 
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^■diiefiifaMtMaartkeflB^ md nuneviated 
tf Ae mAa, W9 AtmOd perhaps, kave little to 
bpc; n* —it we utm her hi» sotam decla- 
, that. K tte day of jodgMient, the worid 

e aUX be leraded, ****■■' '"g to ina wotka 

Mialfefcik.- 

IW ^iril af aocy wUch pcmdea tlw Serip- 




AHBefaaneswftKfcaftrpndoBaiid peace to 
Ae liauiilypeMft; btf wkoexc^Aeah- 
aJiiJ pcaalBit oa pwlf d to tdl the agones 

t aeoaB^aay an accepted 
Wk dal pRtead to state the dtf^ 

paaed ta enrj ntanang 
a*i^ af the waadBK fas dK patha of virtne! 
Wkaw enoept tibose thtt have tiied them, can say 
haw p oa uf al an the Qhst aden of inveterate 
naastttce af paaaiaaa. thenuelres 

Tke gyrcB of vice ara 
faagad too dmahle: bo ^efis are wan difficidt 
of dissabAn^ dian thoae which —""■i* the 
heart hthilmiiwl to w kAw J anw ; maided hunw- 
■ity h Mi coN^etant ta hn^ then, and there' 
fore of those who seek idom thnn^ the no^ 
dium of Uteir own strength aloBC, weniaja£Bim 
with the prophet. ** whcs the Etiiiop shall change 
bis skiu, or the leopard hb ^ots/* Abw shaS 
they also 'i do good who are aocnstoined to do 
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I 
I 

/HDiity^a text »nd tlie few obsenrations whidi 
iMkve accompanied it, are grounded three infe« 
rebccfis^ which I shall endeavour to support by 
some further illustration. 

L That habit is the most influential law of 
human nature. 

II. That the principal use of reason and re-* 
ligion lies in the formation of good habits ; and 
r ifl. That the only method of changing cor« 
rnpt habits effectually^ is fcnind in the appUea^ 
tiom of Christianity. 

I. The fact of the paramount influence oi 
llabk^ is exhibited m -the general conduct of the 
worlds and may be ascertained by the vecoUection 
and observation of any individual^ who chooses 
to turn his attention to the subject. There ave 
m^iy instances which lie within the compass of 
tite most ordinary discernment. It is according 
to the constitution of things, that man should 
act oftener from habit, than from the deductions 
of reason ; and when we consider how few are 
the emergencies of life that admit time for re* 
flection smd deliherati<m, we shaU be ndithei 
surprised nor queruious at this law of our 
nature. Impulse or habit is the immediate^ 
though reascm and religion may be the ultimate 
incentive to human actions ; what a man has 
been long accustomed to do in any given events^ 
he will be almost certain to do whenever th^ 
same events shall recur; what we are apt to 
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call a natural love of virtue and a natural abhor- 
rence of vice^ are in point of &ct nothing more 
than the creations of habit. In a great variety of 
cases^ you may safely infer what line of conduct 
a man will pursue, or what conclusions he wiU 
arrive at, if you are only acquainted beforehand 
with the tenor of his ordinary behaviour and 
opinions. There are undoubtedly exceptions to 
this general rule, but these amount not to a* re- 
futation : and certain am I, that wherever they 
are met with, they may be accounted for, as re-? 
ferring to some peculiarities of interest or affec- 
tion or antipathy, adherii^ to the excepted cases* 
Men are sometimes driyen by distress, sometimesr 
induced by strong solicitations, to violate, on par- 
ticuhnr occasions, habits wUeh are generally 
bindii^; thus we have occasionally known a 
person of honest education, inconsistently alike 
with hia principles and his custom, to commit 
an act of dishonesty ; and one soberly and vir-' 
tuously brought up, to be unexpectedly over- 
taken in excess. Still the force of habit remains 
a law whose validity is unimpeachable, so long 
as the common character and conduct of fife is 
referable to its influence. I shall therefore con- 
sider the first axiom which I proposed, as inconM 
trovertibly established, and pass on to a most 
necessary deduction from it, namely, 

IT. That the principal use of reason and' 
religion, lies m the formation of these habits; 
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It is hi^r^f that their whole force Bhould be ap* 
plied; it is in inducing habits of order^ of tempe- 
rance, of devotion^ of patience, that reascm and 
religion evince themselves the best guides and 
firieads to hm^anity. If we recur to them only 
in partial instances, if we sunmion them to our 
deliberations only on great and important events 
in our history, we shall in all probalnlity find 
theif assistance too feeble to counteract the over* 
weening powa of imperious and contradicting 
habit £arly youth is doubtless the season in 
which virtuous habits will be most easily formed, 
and vicious propensities most easily aubdued. 
The mind is, at that period, more ductile and 
susceptible of impressions, than at any other j 
doubts have not then perplexed, disappointment 
has not chHled it. The soiU if uot enriched, is 
pure, and will take its hue and character &om 
the hand of the cultivator* 

According to the seed which is thrown in, will 
be its future fructification ; and though the sun 
and the rain andother external circumstances are 
necessary to assist its fertility, it is the hand of 
the sower that determines, its produce^ What 
the seed is to the ground, are principles to the 
mind. Principles are the origin of habits> and 
habits will in time be principles. There is con- 
sequently one reflection which this vast ascen- 
dancy of habit should give rise to, which I wish es- 
pecially to impress^ It is the duty in this respect 

10 



144 SERMON XIIL 

of parents and guardians ; the opportunity ikey 
enjoy of directing the habits (and in the habits, 
I may afanost include the destinies of their chil* 
dren) and the woeful barbarity of n^lect and 
carelessness^ in an affiur of such importance to 
the mortal and immortal welfiire of those whimi 
providence has assigned to their diarge. From 
tiie moment the human mind acquires the power 
of reasonings it should be accustomed to trace 
habit from principles^ and principles from reason 
and Christianity. While we see how almost 
wholly our actions are determined by habits, we 
should be most scrupulously careful that these 
habits are reasonable and religious. As Chris* 
tians^ as philosophers^ we are not to consider 
habit as a law which supersedes the Gospel, but 
as one which emanated from it. It is our duty 
to practise the rules of virtue^ till the use of 
them becomes as it were our nature. Those 
habits which are repugnant to these, we must 
look upon as tyranny, and not legal authority, 
and we are bound if possible to break them. 

III. The difficulty of doing good when we 
are accustomed to do evil, is so great, that tiie 
prophet has assimilated it to an impossibility ; 
to the changing of the skin of an Ethiop, or of 
the spots of a leopard. But this text is not to 
interpreted solely by the letter, but rather by its 
analogy to the doctrines of scripture, and the 
informations of experience on the subject. An 
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utter< !mpM«ibilit^ of diangin^ a bad habit is 
disproved by the iveU ascertained fact that^ such 
^TBaigmhiWe been Reeled, both in society and 
iif IndividualsL It is abhorrent to the doctrine 
<£ ti^^tancei and regeneration preached in . the 
iSMp^l. The belief of such an impossibility 
nvmild bdatcended with infinite mkHohiif; it would 
'ARvns: itintiers to. despair, and good men to iinr 
%h»^itable opinions. Let us not therefore. My 
iSfetttten, <^(infouad things vWhidb are distinguishr 
"911^^ : Thetve fe a distineti<m beMvecna difficulty 
%tiA an impossibility. Ti^ difficulty of reSox- 
iDiation, if rightly reflected on,. wiM be sufficient 
fo deter men from sinning on the strength of the 
doctrinie of repentance ; but ithe impois^bility of 
a* <^hange of conduct would \>e^fA inevitable covt 
^^eqiience, a total baaraier tofaimian iaipjavemeat 
*%Lefc us rem^nber^^^^thafr itris.-ofitSie.very yfoxtt 
ehairsbters that die prophet is pronouncing the 
passage of Seripture/^befiorevua^ that it is not 
.^qf them who havm dccasionaliy eoinmi^^ i«jh 
quity; but^^of^oseitd whom iniquity^ Aias btpf A 
a/iSystem, of i\xem:^who hane bemaccmtomed 
30 y» im/.'f : . It is'not Mi^bieiinAeiBitap:hnt of iht 
ki^ptmiiy of i men, thaXi he:speabfii; it Jss not of 
IbhdSe whom weakness . may have led Into error^ 
*kkii of thpse whase:principle&: are vicious, thait 
^e\jlid|^ 60 severely. -.But even for suphae 
lliesoiithere' isi a ceihedy.!' It. was. even &>^^Mmh 
aA theses liftat thi^ Sayioi^iBRiffere^ and^loflrQitf^ 
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pel was dispensed. He '' oame to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel/' and '' his Gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation^ to those that be- 
lieve^ to the Jew firsts and afterwards to the Gen- 
tile." Howsoever gone^ howsoever lost in wick- 
edness^ the sinner may be> the day of repen- 
tance in this world is never closed against him ; 
but since narrow is the gate and strait the way 
that leadeth unto life, even to the best among 
us ; how strait, how narrow, how difficulty must 
be their entrance, to those whose sins encumber 
them on the road, and almost incapacitate theyoot 
fw their journey ! 

To break off immediately and wholly from the 
practices of sin, is the first duty and best policy 
of them who are aware of their guiltiness. The 
struggle of getting clear may be a severe one, 
but continuance in the trammels of vice will 
only aggravate the difficulty, which, if ultimate 
salvation be our object, must be undergone at 
last. To secure victory in the struggle too, the 
strength of man is insufficient : if he means to be 
successful, '' his strength must be from on high." 
However great may be our pretensions to moral 
character, however bright our reputation in the 
eyes of the world, it is a melancholy truth, that 
we have all gone out of the way, and, in strict^ 
aess^ of law, must be held guilty before God. 
Let us not however despair; as there is one 
way through which sinners may be 
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unto God, so is there one way through which 
those '' who are accustomed to do eyil, may 
learn to do well." This is in the study and ap- 
plication of our religion ; without this we can 
do nothing, but with it we may accomplish every 
thing. And do thou, O Lord God of our fathers, 
accept our penitence, and remit us all our sins ; 
not through our own merits, but through those 
of thy blessed Son, do we approach thy footstool. 
In his mediation we trust, on thy mercy we de- 
pend. Grant that we may S9 hear thy word, 
that it may work in us a resolution to do thy 
wilt, to abandon all evil habits, and to be follow- 
ers in truth and honesty of Him, who lived to 
teach, and died to save us. 
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SERMON XIV. 



ON THE IMPERFECT FOLLOWING OF OUR SAVIOUR. 



MATTHEW VIII. 19, 20- 

4 

And a certain Scribe came and said unto hhn, Master, I^ 
wiUfoUow thee whithersoever thou goest* And Jesus 
saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and tlte birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head* 

There is not in the annals of mankind a more 
touching picture of patient suffering and unme- 
rited destitution than these verses convey in de- 
scribing the earthly situation of the Saviour of 
the world ; and it is difficult to conceive a greater 
contrast than that which was exhibited between 
the power with which he controled the ordi- 
nary laws of nature^ and the ignominious treat- 
ment to which he was himself subjected. To 
add to the effect of this portrait, we may also 
call to miiid the very different expectations 
which had been long and generally entertained 
of his advent. In the imaginations of the Jews> 
their Messiah was not " a: man of sorrows and 
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acquainted with grief/' bat a prince of temporal 
magnificence^ and a conqueror who should rein-: 
state them in their eartiily rank of a royal and a 
chosen people. Blind to the purport of those 
prophecies which described his humiliation and 
sufferings^ they attended only to those which 
spake of his latter and infinite exaltation. They 
could not conceive how majesty « and glory^ and 
power^ could be conjoined with meekness and 
^lowliness of heart; and the humility which his 
doctrines prescribed was as ill relished by the 
highrininded Pharisees, as the abjectness of his 
condition.. Nevertheless ^ive see that some were 
staggered at the manifestation of a power which 
so ill accorded with his humble origin, and the 
scribe in the text, probably with some hope of 
sharing the honors and benefits to which ovr 
Saviour's miraculous faculty baight be made con- 
ducive, professes himself ready to forego his own 
ocqupfition, and to follow him ; but our Lord, who 
well knew the real sentiments of his selfish and 
worldly heart, at once repulses him by his an- 
swer, '* The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head." 

In the prosecution of this discourse. My BVe- 

thren, I shall first offer \ a few remarks on the 

character of ; the Scribe, and his resemblance to 

tjnahyof the modemprofessors of Christianity, and 

. Lsfaall ilien endeavour to set before you the true 
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nttiure of those promises and consolations wfakb 
a siiftcere following of our Sayiour will afford. 
. And ficst. My Brethren^ of tlie Iiistory of the 
Scribe we haye no other particulars recorded 
than the transaction contained in the text, a 
transacticm which^ though summed up in a few 
words, is sufficient to throw considerable light on 
his character, and to afford us ample matter for 
reflection. He waa not one oi the ignorant and 
heedlesa multitude who followed Jesus in idle 
wonderment at the novelty of his preaching, and 
at the signs and miracles which he performed 
among them. He was a man of education and 
anthority ; be was a pntfesaor of the laws and a 
commissioned teacbor of the people ; he was one 
of that hitherto reqpected body whom they now 
seemed on the point of deserting for a new guide, 
and whose interest it therefore seemed to be, to 
oppose and put down thb daring ionovator who 
taught ^ as one baying a different authority, and 
not as the Scribes and Pharisees." 

When therefore, we first hear of such a man, 
abandoning his rank in society, renouncing his 
sect, and abjuring their errors, resigning at once 
whatever vested him with a superiority over his 
countrymen, and offering all up in a splendid 
sacrifice at the feet of Jesus^ with a ^ Master, I 
will follow thee whithersoever thou goest f we 
are apt to applaud his generous conduct, and to 
set him down as a pedbct pattern of firm, and 
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faithful^ and self^enying obedience. This^ I 
take it, wUl be the fair inference of every reader^ 
from the first verse which I have cited ; and it is 
not till we pursue the subject a little farther, 
and consider how this profibr of service and 
obedience, so seemingly liberal and heroic, came 
to be. instantaneously rejected, that we can arrive 
at a right estimate of the character q( him who 
offered it. But '^ God seeth not aa man seetii, 
for man regardeth the outward appearance» but 
God looketh at the heart" The bystanderd at 
this interesting scene might probably judge as 
we should judge, and award tp the Scribe that 
ready approbation which the world, sinful as it 
is, seldom fails to offer to fair and open virtue. 
But the Son of man was also the Son of God, 
and though he bo largely participated in the 
evils, he shared nothing of the ignorance of hu^* 
manity ; and stripping off the specious covering 
which veiled the designing disposition of the 
Scribe, he saw the disgusting elements of vfhich 
it was composed. He saw the avarice, the am* 
bition, the meanness, of his vain professions, and 
teaching him in the brief sentence that a disciple- 
ship of him would imply no temporal advantages 
as its necessary consequence, he rebuked his in- 
sincerity and refused hk service. In like man-^ 
ner. My Brethren, you may be assured that our , 
Lord will reject the plea of every pretender to 
hia friendship^ who, while he professes himself, 
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ON THE IMPERFECT FOLLOWING OF OUR SAVIOUR. 



MATTHEW VIII. 19, 20, 

If 

And a certain Scribe came and said unto Aim, Master , I^ 
will follow thee whithersoever thou goest* And Jesus 
saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and tlte birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head. 

There is not in the annals of mankind a more 
touching picture of patient suffering and unme- 
rited destitution than these verses convey in de- 
scribing the earthly situation of the Saviour of 
the world ; and it is difficult to conceive a greater 
contrast than that which was exhibited between 
the power with which he controled the ordi- 
nary laws of nature^ and the ignominious treat- 
ment to which he was himself subjected. To 
add to the effect of this portrait, we may also 
call to miiid the very different expectations 
which had been long and generally entertained 
of his advent. In the imaginations of the Jews^ 
their Messiah was not '^ a man of sorrows and 
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acquainted with grief/' but a prince of temporal 
magnificence^ and a conqueror who should rein-: 
state them in their earthly rank of a royal and a 
chosen people. Blind to the purport of those 
prophecies which described his humiliation and 
sufferings^ they attended only to those which 
spake of his latter and infinite exaltation. They 
could not conceive how majeisty^ and glory, and 
power, could be conjoined v^ith meekness and 
'lowliness of heart ; and the humility which his 
doctrines prescribed was as ill relished by the 
highr minded Pharisees, as the abjectness of his 
condition. Nevertheless vive see that some were 
staggered at the manifestation of a power which 
so ill accorded with his humble origin, aiid the 
scribe in the text, probably with some hope of 
sharing the honors and benefits to which our 
Saviour's miraculous faculty might be made con-* 
ducive, professes himself ready to forego his own 
oc<;;upation, and to follow him ; but our Lord, who 
well knew the real sentiments of his selfish and 
worldly heart, at once repulses him by his an- 
swer, ** The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head." 

In the prosecution of this discourse* My BVe- 

thren, I shall first offer a few remarks on the 

character of ; the Scribe, and his resemblance to 

, jnanyof the modemprofessors of Chri$ti|ii^ity,and 

. 1 shall ilien endeavour to set before you the truer 
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of God's favour will not be the light of a tran** 
sient hour, or the evanescent enthusiasm of a 
day, it will he the guide and blessing of their 
existence. It will be the renewal of his image 
in their hearts, and produce a resemblance of 
his beneficence in their conduct. They will ad-« 
vance in godliness. They will *' grow in grace." 
And having followed their Saviour, through that 
goodness which he prescribes, and the sorrows 
which he permits as essential to a state of trial, 
they will look forward with religious joy to that 
more intimate communion with the divine na^ 
ture which he has promised and will confirm. 
" They trusted that it was he who should re- 
deem Israel," and eternity shall justify their con- 
fidence. Some embraced religion from motives 
of covetousness and ambition ; but they pro- 
fessed it from genuine adoration of its object and 
its author* Some had the rashness to promise 
an obedience which they never meant to per- 
form : but they had the strength to accomplish 
the duties which they had the courage to under- 
take. Some were pledged to Christ in the hour 
of affliction and adversity, and revolted with re- 
newed prosperity : but they rejoiced in good 
fortune only as it should prove the fidelity of 
their service. Some apostatized from their 
faith through the fear of ridicule or oppression : 
but they clung to it in all emergencies, ^ through 
honour and dishonour, through evil report and 

10 
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good report/' and therrfore, when they have 
finished their course they shall receive that 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge^ shall give to all them that love 
(that is> have reason to love) his appearing. '^ My 
kingdom is not of this world/ was the solenm 
announcement of our Saviour^ when he revealed 
the good tidings of his Gospel to his earliest 
disciples. '^ The foxes have holes, and the hirds 
of the air have nests, hut the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head/' was his reply to the 
first person, who sought to follow him from mo- 
tives of worldly interest and lucre* These de- 
clarations. My Brethren, are not intended only 
to repudiate the equivocating and false-hearted 
follower, hut to answer every objection brought 
against Christianity from the disgrace and 
danger to which it doomed its first and noblest 
disciples. In this unworthy treatment they met 
with no disappointment, for they knew that they 
should be '^ hated and persecuted of all men for 
bis name's sake/' They knew that so far from 
Christianity's bestowing on them temporal 
honours and worldly riches, it would bring them 
to the stake of martyrdom. Yet even in that 
dreadful hour their faith failed them not. Their 
integrity they held fast and would not let it go, 
but cheerfully shed their blood as a witness, to 
their brethren and posterity, of that glorious 
cause, which, in life and death, it was their 
dearest object to maintain and to promulgate. 
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There are unquestionably many advantagesf 
apparent even in this worlds which a Christian 
enjoys over an unbeliever, in the govemnoent of 
his passions, in the serenity of his mind, and in 
his contemplation of eternity. It is in the con- 
fidence of an everlasting remuneration for every 
virtuous act which he performs, and for every 
sorrow which he patiently endures, that his temr 
poral happiness consists ; and the fruition of that 
reward is perhaps the only enjoyment which 
exceeds its expectation. " When the Son of 
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory, and before him shall be gathered 
all nations, and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats, and he shall set the sheep upon his 
right hand, but the goats on his left. Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." To this magnificent promise I will not 
add a single word of commentary, but most ear- 
nestly do I pray that of each individual, who 
now hears me, it may be the consolation in time, 
and the blessing in eternity. 






SERMON ^ 



ON THE DANGER OF RICHES 



MARK X. 93. 

And Jesus looked round about and said. How hardly shall 
they that have riches^ enter into the Kingdom of God* 

It was an excellent custom of our Saviour's to 
deduce lessons of the highest practical advantage 
from the parsing events of the hour. Thus, if 
he leads his disciples into the fields, and they 
adpiire the beautiful variety of foliage and of 
flower, which nature so liberally presents, he in- 
fers from it an argument in favour of thebenigiiity 
of nature's God, whose providence is over all his 
works ; conspicuous from the guidance of a uni- 
verse, to the decoration of the simplest lily of 
the valley. If he wanders with them to the sea- 
side, and they observe the fishermen pursuing 
their industrious labours, he bids them ** follow 
him," that they may direct their industry into a 
more important channel, and become '^ fishers 
of men."* And in the present instance, when he 
sees a rich young man with a disposition pro- 
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misingly good and desirous to do what is rights 
*' go away grieving/' when required to " sell and 
give to the poor/' he takes this opportunity of 
illustrating the dangers of temporal prosperity^ 
and mournfully pronounces,^ " how hardly shall 
they that have riches, enter into the kingdom of 
God r 

The case of the wealthy youth. My Brethren, 
which drew from our Saviour this just but me- 
lancholy remark, is one of exceeding interest, 
and every way worthy your attention. Here is 
a young man ardently desirous of attaining eter- 
nal life, and coming to Jesus to ascertain the 
means of its attainment. He is told to keep the 
commandments, to fulfil all the moral and reli^ 
giouB duties, which he had long known as ema« 
nating from God, and as prescribed by the law. 
All these he affirms, that he has *^ kept from his 
youth upwards;" nor is there any reason to 
doubt the sincerity of his assertion ; for Jesus, 
who knew the thoughts of his heart/'' looking 
upon him, loved him/' He therefore knew that 
he spoke the truth, and esteeming him for tht$ 
duties which he had fulfilled, for his obedience 
to the laws, his affection to his parents, and for 
the other amiable qualities which he perceived 
him to possess, replied to him, ^ one thing thou 
laekest, whatsoever thou hast, sell and give to 
the poor, and thou Bhalt obtain treasure in hea^ 
Ten." But alas 1 the too early enjoyment of 
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wealth had corrupted the better affections of his 
nature ; in wealth he had found the source of 
many a long past pleasure ; to wealth he had 
looked for many an hour of projected entertain* 
ment; on wealth he had placed his reliance 
against the day of trouble ; wealth was the idol 
which he preferred to God^ and unable to obey 
the stem but merciful requisition of his monitor, 
he *' goes away sorrowing, because he had great 
possessions/' 

What this little history, and our Saviour's 
comment upon it, contains for our improvement, 
it shall now be my endeavour to elicit. 

lu reading the chaptw before us, I remark, 
first, thatthe disciples themselves were astonished 
at our Saviour's words. They understood them, 
it seems, literally to amount to, this, that it would 
be '^ easier for a camel,'* or as some of our com- 
mentators have it, for a cable, *^ to pass through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." And in an agony 
of alarm, almost amounting to desperation, they 
enquire, ^' who then can be saved }" But our 
blessed Saviour condescends to mollify and ex- 
plain his sentence, *' how hard is it for them who 
trust in riches, to enter into the kingdom of Godf'^ 

My Brethren, I have long since ascertained by 
experience, that never is a preacher of the Gos« 
pel heard with so little attention i never is he Iis« 
toaed to with a feeling so nearly bordering on dis* 
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gust^ as when he endeavours to inculcate the dis- 
crepancy which exists between the treasures of a 
heavenly, and those of an earthly heritage, and to 
shew that the possession of the latter is rather ad- 
verse than friendly to the attainment of the former* 
It is, however, one of the distinguishing marks of 
the Gospel, that it is preached to the poor ; and 
this not in exclusion of, or in opposition to the 
rich, but because it is an object of its blessed 
embassy, to compensate poverty for its priva- 
tions, by assuring the patient of this world, that 
the riches of the next are not only as open to him 
as to his prosperous neighbour, but that his lowlier 
state is peculiarly favourable to attaining them. 
If the walks of religion lay uniformly through 
the domains of pleasure ; if earthly and heaven- 
ly fortuues were inseparable companions, easy 
would be the task to reclaim the wanderer, and 
to preserve him steadfast in a road which led to 
future happiness through the agreeable paths, of 
present enjoyment. If the votary of Christ 
were permitted at the same time to subscribe him- 
self in the list of mammon ; if men were allowed 
not merely to possess, but use and abuse the 
beauty and riches of the world, according to the 
strength of their passions, or the ardour of their 
fancy ; if the Gospel told them that they might 
be the companions of the gloj-y and felicity of 
their Redeemer, without participating . or even 
contemplating the humiliation and suffexings 
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which he iendured as preparatory to them^ tiien 
would the ranks of Christianity indeed be over- 
flowings and little toil or eloquence would be ne- 
cessary in Christian ministers to preserve them 
so^ until the realization of that beautiful and pro- 
phetic picture, which represents all the kingdoms 
of this world, as '^ kingdoms of God and of his 
Christ for ever/* 

But alas! My Brethren/ as these things are 
not yet accomplished, we must not disguise the 
truth because it is ungracious to our hearers; 
and if we know aught of the Scriptures, we must 
be aware that there is but one way, and that a 
narrow one, which leadeth unto life. We must 
be aware that if we would rise again with Christ, 
we must first die with him, and that, not merely 
the death qfnaim'e, to which all are siabjected, 
but ihe death of sin, to which, it is feared, but too 
few attain. To what are we pledged at our very 
entrance into the Church of Christ, but to a vow 
arising directly out of the stern principle of my 
text ? For what stand our sponsors' securities 
at the baptismal font, but for promises which 
our riper years are bound to perform ? For a 
promise that we should renounce the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world ; that we should 
renounce all that militates with our belief in God, 
and with the strict observance of his command* 
ments ; that we should contemn riches, and rank, 
and power, and every other object of the devil 
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or man's ambition, when put in competition with 
the grand object of oar heavenly vocation ; in 
short, that we should be ready at all times to do 
what oar Saviour proposed to the rich young 
man, to part cheer&iUy with all our possessions, 
tx> take up our cross and follow him, in order that 
we may olrtain treasure in heaven* 

Now every one who knows any thing of the 
world must perceive, and Jesus, who knew the 
world much better than any of us, did perceive, 
that an abundance of riches is one of the 
mightiest obstacles to a state of grace and salva* 
tkm. 

We do not affirm that name^ or power, or af- 
fluence, or any other species of temporal pros- 
perity, is incompatible with the purest faith of 
Chrbtianity, but we do i^OSrm, that each and all 
of them are dangerous to it. We cannot know 
tiie human heart, either as experience or Scrip- 
ture unfolds it to us, without knowing how 
easily it is eomipted and intoxicated by these 
temptatkmSb We cannot look with an intelligent 
eye to our own actions, or to the actioais of other 
meci, without i^Moiarking the melancholy fidelity 
with which the product of our own experience 
tallies with the informati^ms of our Bibte upon 
this subject. We cannot pass a singte year, a 
single month, a i^ngle day, without observing 
what impedimenti^ ate raised by the lust ol the 
flei^, the Ii»st of the eye, aqd the pride of life, to 
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that ^' holiness, withoat which no man shall see 
the Lord/' We do not intend to cloak and che-^ 
Irish an nndmiable misanthropy under the robes 
of religiodi; we do not affect ta consider and 
condemn ^ur vitiated nature in that spirit of 
unjust and undiscriminating censure, in which 
some pretenders to exclusive holiness are too apt 
t& declanai^ we do not wish to insist on the abso- 
Ittte reality of man^s corruptiony in a manner as 
abhorrent to experience as to taste, and to assert 
that B4>tiiing good can be found ixt humanity } 
but we do wish to keep in view that radical ebe^ 
ment of man's depravity, without which we 
could never come to a clear understanding of 
the announcements' of the Scripture, or of the 
current of human events. We intend never to 
biind ourselves to that faultiness and imperfect 
tion, which arose not from the will of God, but 
from the degradation of our finrefbthers, which 
alone constitutes the dsmgerousness of riches,, 
and its hostility to our immortal souls. Were 
we perfect in intdlect and integrity, the event 
recorded in the chapter we are disKmssing^ would 
never have transpired! ; nov the awful warning 
of our Saviour diminished the satis&cticm of the 
mh possessor. To beings of enlightened judg^ 
ment and unsullied goodness, the. possession of 
wealth, by enlarging the means of benevolence,/ 
would be the means of facilitating the advanjce 
of religion. 'Mt is more blessed to give than 
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164 SERMON XV. 

to receive," and if we made wealth the object of 
our pursuit^ no farther than as it would answer 
the purposes of charity, and entail upon us the 
blessedness of this rescript; then would the 
goods of this world be as desirable to the godly 
and spiritual, as they now are to the impious and 
carnal man. Well might the soul pant after 
riches, even as the hart panteth for the water 
floods, if they were to be the means of assi- 
milating their possessor to the father of benefi- 
cence, by pouring the oil and wine into the 
wounds of a brother ; by raising the poor out of 
the mire, and by causing the widowed heart to 
leap for joy. These are indeed sometimes the 
visions* of a benevolent fancy, but alas! they 
want, in human history, ''a local habitation and a 
name !'' They may be occasionally found among 
the pretexts, but how seldom are they the real 
objects, of pecuniary acquisitions ! I shall pass 
over the insane and idolatrous propensity of 
hoarding money with no view of any sort to its 
employment, as one of comparatively rare ex« 
istence, to notice a sin much more common, 
hardly less insane and idolatrous ; the devotion 
of the heart to money, for the sake of what money 
can purchase, to the detriment of every moral 
and every social duty. Perhaps when we see 
with what facility money, dissociated from talent, 
from goodness of heart, from generosity, and from 
every other human recommendation, prevails 
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in a wicked worlds controls its servants, and 
commands its fashions, we cannot wonder at the 
zeal with which the generality of men, influenced, 
as they always are, by the impressions of the 
hour, attempt to obtain it. But when we see 
with what a dereliction of honour, with what an 
abandonment of religion, with what a sacrifice 
of every noble and every manly principle, the 
acquisition is frequently made, and with what 
extravagance, selfishness, and hard-heartedness, 
it is commonly dissipated; when we see men 
whose prudence and piety nevertheless pass cur- 
rent in the world, believe in it, put their trust 
in it, and love it with all their heart, and with 
all their soul, and with all their strength, we 
cannot wonder that the apostle should style that 
covetousness, which thus absorbs the united fa- 
culties of man, idolatry ; or that our Saviour should 
affirm, with what difficulty those that put their 
trust in riches should enter into the kingdom of 
God. Further, in corroboration of our Saviour's 
assertion, I might allege a vast number of crimes 
which the inordinate estimation of wealth has 
instigated, and a long list of the worst passions 
of humanity, which the possession of wealth en- 
courages. Most of the thefts, treasons, murders, 
and parricides, with which the history of man 
abounds, are to be traced to the instigation of 
the former; while pride, ambition, sensuality, 
hard-heartedness, swell the catalogue of the lat- 
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ter. I have neither time nor necessity for going 
through the long list of vices which are ire- 
quently annexed to opulence and splendour ; but 
I fear^ that^ if a responsibility proportionate to 
their riches were to be urged against their 
owners, and revealed religion were to be sdto- 
gether silent on the subject, a great majority 
would stand condemned even by the uncertain 
justice and imperfect morality of an unchristian 
world. But the consolation to be derived from 
this passage of Scripture is at least equal to the 
severity of its warning. By shewing to the rich 
the real nature, use, and end, of their possessions, 
it affords them the means of negotiating them 
to their unspeakable advantage, in the acquisition 
of treasure in heaven. It explains to them the 
real nature of the trust reposed in them ; that they 
are but the trustees of a property of which God 
is the owner, and that while he confers with that 
property a responsibility commensurate with its 
value, he will amply reward the good and faith* 
ful steward, by admitting him '* to enter into the 
joy of his Lord." 

And to the poor, its language is, if possible, 
still more consolatory ; for xi proclaims the infinite 
superiority of the Gospel which is preached to 
them, over every human, every earthly conside- 
ration* It tells them that those are the only 
worthy objects of ambition to a rational and im* 
mortal soul, which are common to all mankiind. 
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That reason^ faith, and conscience, constitute 
an equality among men, which no factitious cir- 
ciimstances can destroy; that as on them, as 
well as on the haughtiest potentates on earthy 
the doom of death was denounced, so to them, 
as well as to their worldly superiors^ are pro- 
mulgated the tidings of a joyful resurrection ; 
and that when coronets and mitres shall have 
mouldered in the dust, and every temporal dis- 
tinction shall he swept away, the prince and beg- 
gar shall appear on equal terms before that bar, 
where vice and infidelity shall shrink appalled, 
and virtue and religion receive their heritage of 
joy, which shall endure for ever. 
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ON TH£ HOSTIUTT OP SENSUAUTT TO REUGIOK, 



1 PETER n. 11. 

Dearly beloved^ I beseech you, as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fieshly lusts that war against the sotd. 

The life which Christianity prescribes is rather 
a life of seriousness than a life of sorrow^ a life 
of which sobriety and moderation are charact^- 
istic virtues, and which implies no other morti- 
fications than those which are necessary to the 
attainment of ultimate happiness. In conso- 
nance to this doctrine, the Apostle, in the text 
submitted to you, entreats his converted brethren 
to refrain from many pleasures to which they had 
been long addicted, and he accompanies his ad- 
monition with such a gentle but convincing 
reason for giving it, as would leave no doubt on 
the minds of his correspondents as to the moral 
propriety and necessity of obedience. His ar- 
gument against a life of sinful voluptuousness 
rests upon two immutable truths ; Ist^ upon the 
transitoriness of the state in which we exist ; 
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and^ secondly, upon the danger of such a life to 
the better and immortal part of us. '' I beseech 
XLS,s strangers sni pilgrims, to abstain from 
fleshly lusts that tvar against the soul." 

My Brethren, it is a true and most important 
fact, that the brief and fleeting part, which we 
sustain in this world, is not the whole drama of 
existence. The stage on which we act is itself 
composed of perishable materials, of sufficient 
strength and durability for the temporary pur- 
pose for which it was created, and destined at its 
appointed hour to be destroyed, and then with 
time itself to be no longer. But whatever may 
be the period of duration allowed to this great 
fabric of the Almighty's hand ; whether its su- 
preme Creator chooses to extend it for millions of 
years, or suddenly to put an end to its existence, 
we know that we who tread it are but strangets 
and pilgrims, whose stay is Jimited, whose re- 
moval is certain, and who are then to be sum* 
moned to a blessed or accursed immortality. 

We know that by our conduct here, our fu- 
ture destiny is to be decided ; that as sojourners 
in the land we are so to behave ourselves as to 
obtain a more excellent inheritance beyond it ; 
and that according to that behaviour, when we 
rise again, we shall rise to the felicities of heaven, 
or to the condemnation of hell. There is no 
question, that if this truth could obtain a secure 
and permanent lodgment in the human heart ; 
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if tke OMBienlioB of the transitoriness of tim^ 
donlioQ of eternity, were brought to 

the goienl conduct of life, whh all 
atimglh and efficacy of a ruliog sentiment, 

of rdigion would be answered. 

be seen erery where to enquire 

ml condition ci their existence, they 

ii die pwg ies s of that enquiry that 
dbe^ bad wandered fitom the road that was set 
bd o Ki ibf.i. Aal dtfy bad incurred the wrath of 
God Vt ijbdr Ta^rmncy and guilt, that they had 
need of a gnide and SaTioar to restore them to 
bis £iTonr ; Aat no niaii»no angd, no inhabitairf; 
#f cmidi «r beaTen, exc^ Jesos Christ himsdf, 
conM be a wnttby propitiation for their sins; 
aarfp. thankful for tke sahation pordiased by his 
bloodp. and for the nles of guidance contained in 
bfc p t antbid Goqpci, diey would set forward on 
tbeir pilgrnn^ge widi a rtgoroas determination 
to bdiere in bis name, to confide in his protec- 
lioiL to obey bis precepts^ and to imitate his ex- 
ample: tbb bcti^ tke real state erf* human life ; a 
stato whicb is rcTealed to us by the book of 
gmee« and CMroborated by the book of nature; 
I put it to yourselTes as reasonable beings, as 
wdl as professing Cbristianss, if it does not im- 
pose upon you considefable obligations and c«m- 
Sideruble duties aiisiBg firom them. If you are 
bore. My Brethren, not as tenants but as tra^d- 
lera, not w the permanoit posscssora ci earthly 
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things ; btit merely b» stewards of the day, is it 
not eligible, is it not meutnbent on you to reflect 
with serious anxiety on the end of your journey, 
and on the coming period when you must give 
an account of your stewardship. You axe now in 
the infancy of existence; and shall the toys, 
which, however splendid, must soon perish, 
however entertaining, must be soon quitted, gain 
such an ascendancy and hold upon your heart; 
as to wean it from all preparation for that ad- 
vancing mimhood which is to be spent in the 
awful regions of eternity ? If, in the pursuit of 
some great and necessary acquisition, it were 
your lot to travel through some strange country, 
would you think it prudent, or rather could you 
be allured by any temptation which the inhabi* 
tants could o£fer, to renounce the object of your 
peregrination, to waste your time in trifles, and 
to return bootless and unprofited to your native 
home I Yet this. My Friends, is the absurdity 
of which they are guilty, who, r^ardHess of God, 
of Christ, and of eternity, satisfy every inordi* 
nate affection, and every unruly desire, as if they 
were the only pleasures which life could bestow. 
This is the wisdom (alas ! that the term should 
be so disgraced !) which the A{)ostle justly cha* 
racterizes as earthly, sensual, devilish. Earthly, 
as having no allaying hope of heaven in its 
mixture ; sensual, as composed ^atirely of the 
worst and meanest ingredientsx^f human nature; 
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and devilish, as estranging us from God, with- 
drawing us from his covenant, and consigning 
us at last to the dread and deadly enemy of 
Him and of mankind. The pilgrimage of life 
must soon be ended ; and then its immortality 
must commence ; and surely when we reflect 
that the utmost possible extent of that pilgrim- 
age is so short, so insignificantly disproportionate 
to the state in which it must terminate, that 
this world contains no " continuing city," but 
at best affords but an humble caravansera, a poor 
resting place on our journey, we shall have 
little diflficulty in withdrawing our warmest af- 
fections from it, and in fixing them '^ where 
alone true joys are to be found, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

We are enjoined to refrain from fleshly lusts, 
not only because the gratification of them is 
transient, but because they war against the soul. 
I shall consider this injunction to deprecate sen- 
suality as hostile to our bodies, our minds, and 
our salvation. 

Notwithstanding all the vice and misery which 
our own offences, and the offences of our fore- 
fathers have imposed upon us; notwithstand- 
ing all that depravity which the Scriptures and 
experience daily remind us is inherent in hu- 
manity ; notwithstanding the imperfections which 
accompany even the practice of our virtues; 
man is still an interesting and a noble being ; 



SERMON XVL 173 

gifted with surprising endowments^ distinguished 
by reason^ elevated by religion ; and vested with 
many aptitudes for dignity and happiness. There 
is nothing throughout the boundless realms of 
creation^ at least nothing which we can discover, 
in which the power and mercy of God are so con- 
spicuous as in the formation of this wondrous 
being. The material universe, mighty as it is 
in size, and imposing in aspect, sinks into insig- 
nificance when compared with the stupendous 
creation of an intelligent and immortal soul. 
The perfection of his frame, the fitness of his 
limbs for the various parts assigned: to them, is 
but the smallest attribute of man. The strength 
of his body, the grace, the agility, the upright- 
ness of his person, the brightest beauty that 
ever played over the fairest countenance of his 
lovelier companion, are poor and paltry en- 
dowments, compared to tht)se which animate 
his mind. Harsh and humiliating is the thought, 
that the one must go down to the pit and remin- 
gle again with the common clods of which it 
was composed, but heavenly and inspiring is 
the expectation, that the other shall be co-eter- 
nal with its Maker ; surviving unhurt the general 
conflagration, " the war of elements, the wreck 
of matter, aad the crash of worlds j" 

And this soul. My Brethren, framed after the 
image of God, is the object of hostility to those 
sensual follies, to which its possessor is so un- 
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lisppily prone. It is not only that tbey debase 
and enerrate the body, deprive it of that health 
and vigour which are among the first of blessings, 
and which are in a great degree necessary to 
the powerful operations of the mind ; but they 
contaminate and enfeeble the spirit^ destroy 
the moral taste, the moral energy, which be- 
long to it, and totally incsqiacitate it from 'lot* 
lowing such pursuits as are the most kindred 
to its heavenly nature, and the most honour- 
able and happy that life can offer. There are 
more diseases of body and of mind that can be 
traced from intemperance and lust, than from 
all other causes combined, that operate agamst 
humanity. When I attribute so- large a porti(»t 
of human suffering to these vices, I must be un** 
derstood to allude to them in the widest sense;. 
I allude not merely to that gluttony, drunken- 
ness, and lust, which are grossly obvious to the 
eyes of all, but to that more secret but hardly 
less fatal indulgence of appetite and passion, 
which by daily, though slightly peihaps, trans- 
gressang the bounds of moderation, enfi^Ues the 
body, contaminates the mind, and wars against 
the soid ; an indulgaoiee, whieh^ as it is less per- 
cef^iUe than open ai^ scandalous violatioim e£ 
public decency, passes unnoticed by civil andN 
social' laws^ axxd therefore stands mote in need 
of the restraints which are imposed on. every 
Christian by the laws and oidiinances of Cfaiisp 
10 
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tiantty. If there were any pfajrsician in this as- 
sembly^ he, I BXTkBuxe^ would corroborate my 
assertion, that more injury is wrought upon 
bodily healthy by a common habit of eating and 
drinking a little more than nature requires for the 
purposes of existence, than is even occasioned by 
casual surfeit and excess. So is it with the mind» 
whose vigour and sanity is more sadly affected 
by the slight but habitual reservation of some 
&vourite passion, than it would be by an occa* 
sional outrage of them aB. But remember. My 
Friends, moreover, that when you once pass the 
confines of virtuous moderaticm, it is impossible 
to say, to what extent you may expatiate on the 
territory of vice. You cannot place an effectual 
bit on the mouth of intemperance, when once 
mdulged into a habit of transgression ; yon can* 
not say to human passion when once stimulated 
to riot, '^ thus Jar shaU thou go and no farther 1*^ 
You may extirpate the vice which you cannot 
restrain ; you may pluck out the evil eye which 
yon cannot cure of its obliquity ; you may east 
off the offending Hmb, on which you cannot walk 
Without stumbling. 

Consider, then. My Brethren, these excite* 
ments as they are, perilous to yonr temporal, 
and fatal to your immortal wel&re. Look upon 
Aem according to the scriptural representation 
, of them, as the suggestions of human wickedness, 
and as the wiles of Satan ; look upon them as the 
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remnant of that foul and pestflential depravity, 
which was devolved on you hy the first Adam, 
and which faith in the second Adam can alone 
withstand ; look on them, not only as the bane 
of health and honour and happiness in this world, 
but as totally destructive of all reasonable ex- 
pectation in the world to come ; look on them 
not only as the characteristic vices of savage life, 
the mark of a degraded and embruted nature, 
but as the badges of those, whom " the devil has 
enticed to his own abominations, whom God has 
delivered over to their own heart's lusts," and 
whom, O horrible reflection ! " he has sealed, 
unto the day of wrath, to perdition." 

My Brethren, these are terrible declarations, 
but they are not only such as the Bible warrants, 
but such as the Bible forces its ministers to an- 
nounce. Reason and common sense, philosophy 
and religion, the old and the new Testament, aw- 
fully combine to enforce these doctrines upon 
you, and what right, or what wish, can you have to 
resist the holy combination ? Where shall truth 
be spoken in all its wholesome severity, if not 
in the house dedicated in a peculiar sense to the 
God of truth? Where shall its oracles be re- 
ceived with reverence, if not among an assembly 
of professing Christians ? '' Open then your 
ears to instruction, and your hearts to knowledge, 
and receive with patience the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls." '' Be sober. 
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be vigilant/' and '^ grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord ; whereby are given unto you 
exceeding great and precious promises^ that you 
might be partakers of the divine nature^ having 
escaped the corruption that is in the^ world 
through lusL'* 
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ing, there expressly stated as sufficient^ collec- 
tively or singly, to exclude their possessors from 
^ the kingdom of Christ and of God." From 
this declaration of an inspired, and therefore, an 
in&Uible teacher, we are induced to believe that 
there is a considerable difference between the 
standard of morality by which the world will 
estimate our actions now, and that by which our 
final Judge will pronounce on them hereafter. 
We do not mean to affirm that the judgment of 
this world is totally wrong, or that it regards 
with a careless indifference every grade and hue 
of guiltiness. Truth and falsehood, justice and 
iniquity, honour and dishonesty, are terms in 
common use among men, to which we are there^ 
fore accustomed to annex something like clear 
and definite ideas. They are terms, moreover, 
which did not originate in Christianity, because 
they were known and acted upon, when no lights 
from Christianity were revealed. We have be- 
sides, laws of society, and laws of the state, in 
virtue of which we not only attach a certain 
value to good qualities and a certain reprobation 
to their opposites, but are also empowered to 
inflict punishment on evil principles whereon 
they are embodied and displayed in the perpe- 
tration of crime. 

But, My Friends, after all this concession to 
the natural and instituted good which we meet 
with in the world, yet there remains a sufficiency 

n2 
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of Mi«»«»— «■ and perverseness to.oonstitate an es- 
scBtal disdnctioii between the moral standaid 
9i God mud man. For our abhorrence and cor- 
lectum of many flagrant offences, we are in- 
debted not always to the virtue, but sometimes 
to tbe Toy Tices of humanity ; not to an innate 
loi« of leditade^ but to a strong and overruling 
fffiBcii^ of selfishness- To prove thjs^ it is suf- 
ficient to ranaik what are the crimes against 
mhidi the Toioe of human law raises its most 
impcxioas and TindictiTe proclamations. They 
are Bot nnifonnly die crimes which involve the 
greatest weight of moral turpitude, bnt the 
ptimes by whidi oar lives, or our possessions^ 
or our goTununmits^ or something eke that is 
dear to our setfjnterests are the most endangered. 
PMfcrtT, rather than virta^ is theobject of our 
tutekiT institutions, and while iiat is guarded 
by severe and saii^punaiy penalties^ iyUr must de* 
pend on the laws of a ** kingdom not of this 
wgrid* for its protection and perpe tuity : mnr* 
deis> seditions, thefts, and foigeries will bring 
tho ofi^nder to inqirisonBaait and death, while 
vices of a dre ahMst asdeqp in the estimation 
of Ucavaoi are passed over as unworthy of the 
Mtice of penal legislation. 

And it is in cttses of this nature that the Bible 
must supply the deficiencies of the law. It is 
to offences not cogniiable by any earthty tri-* 
hnnal; to guih not ponishable by custom or by 
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statute; that the word of God alone can apply 
the corrective remedy. He only, who, by the 
very charter of its creation, is the upright judge 
of all the earth, can definitely state the moral 
obligations of mankind. And he only, who 
'^searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts" can apply the 
statutes of omniscience with unerring equity 
and wisdom. The institutions of this world are^ 
therefore, wisely framed on the principle of 
leaving a great deal of unnamed wickeduess to 
the just correction of conscience and religion. 
Concerning many offenders and many offences; 
the Lord hath expressly declared. Vengeance f> 
mine. Thus, though retribution be distaixt, it fs 
certain ; though late, it is severe ; though pii- 
irishmeht be delayed, lietiiot the criminal conclude 
it is* therefore necessarily remitted; though sen- 
tence against an evil doer be not executed 
speedily, let not, therefore, the heart of man be 
fUHy set to do wickedly. Vice must, in some 
shape or other, pay the penalty which Prbvi* 
dence has annexed to it, and the uncertainty of 
the time when it may be exacted, only renders 
tiile penalty more grievous. Belshazzar caroused 
while the hand of God wrote his sentence on the 
festal walls. David slept with his fathers when 
his crimes were visited on his children. *' Let 
no man deceive you.'^ Let no mian substitute 
the imperfect morality of the world for the pure 
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tfcat there is n wmani conduct tanght by the 
Gospel, and insistgd upon too^ as indispensable 
to salration, more pure, more holy, and more 
iievere than that which the usages of the world 
prescribe ; and that it is in the observation of 
these rules that the test of a man's allegiance to 
his God is found,— a test, by which, in 'the dny 
of final examination, his sentence of acceptance 
w ^probation will go forth for ever- 
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. The sort of offences to which the text has re- 
ferenccj we have seen^ are neither strictly pro- 
hihited by law> nor wholly disapproved of by 
society. And yet they are offences of such 
magnitude in the eyes of God ; of such deadly 
preponderance in the balance of the sanctuary ; 
of such corrupt and damning tendency to the 
Christian character^ as to close against their 
daring perpetrator the gates of a heaven^ which 
would be no heaven if it could contain iniquity. 
And how does it aggravate to the reflecting 
mind the awfulness of this teaching, to consider 
that it draws the line of guiltiness so closely as 
to embrace not merely the man who perpetrates 
aU the sins specified and reprobated in this 
chapter^ but the man also whq is chargeable 
Vith any one of them. The Scripture does not 
tell us that the collective weight of many vicious 
habits are necessary to sink a man into the pit 
of perdition^ but that .he who gives a willing 
rein to one of them stands in equal jeopardy. 
It is not essential to his condemnation that he 
be a reviler and a libertine^ and a miser^ and a 
dri^nkard^ and an infidel^ but to live and die in 
the possession of one or other of these characr 
ters, will be fatal to his inheritance among the 
^aiqts in light. 

Nor is this method, by which God declares 
^hat he will deal with his people, at all difficult 
of justification. 
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It may be urged that some of these sins which 
we are exaggerating as so damnatory, contaiii 
in themselves little evil principle to warrant 
such an epithet ; and though this is an argument 
which I should perhaps find it extremely easy 
to confute^ yet conceding that we perceive no' 
moral turpitude in them> does it follow that we 
are to put our perceptions in competition with 
the wisdom of God ? Do you. My Friends, in then 
oeeonomy of your household, de^n it always 
necessary to make your children acquainted with 
your reasons for every part of conduct which 
you adopt towards them ; or could you^ if you 
were so. inclined, make them always sensible to' 
their force? What weakness^ what foUy then 
is it to expect from our heavenly Father, that he 
should reason and apologise for all his ways to 
man! The ignorance of a chSd or idiot, in 
its relationship to our intelligence^ is profound^ 
sagacity, compared to our ignorance in con^e- 
tition with the intelligence of God. The Cre- ^ 
ator gi vetf to his creatures certain laws for their 
conduct ; are they to stand disputing on the 
nature of thdse laws, before they implore as- 
sistance and do their utmost to obey them ? He > 
tells them that he exacts implicit obedience to 
each of his statutes ; and what is there in this ) 
more rigorous than they see transacted in human 
administration ? When was it thought expedient 
that ^ robber or a murderer should gather on 
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his person the aggregated guilt of seditioil ftnd 
treason and parricide and every other dehomi* 
nation of criminality, before he conid be sum- 
moned to atone for the violated laws of his coun* 
try ?^ Is not the perpetration of a single crime^ 
is not the infraction of a single statute^ most 

■ 

equitably the cause for which he suffers ? And 
Why thfen should not disobedience to a single 
section of the laws of God^ when done in con-* 
tempt of his word and defiance of his authority^ 
become also the groundwork of the sinnef s con-^ 
demnation? 

* These truths are well worthy the consideration 
of all ttiten^ but especially of those who, free 
from a great many vices and against whotti^ 
no charge of legal criminality can be by^Hght; 
plume themselves up<m this exemption, think of 
tiliemselvei^ more highly than they oughts and; 
totally overlooking the lesser degrees of guilti- 
ness> securely give themselves up to the practice 
of such mns as most easily beset them. 

In this conduct there is a two-fofd danger. 
There is danger from the vices t6 which the^ 
are habituated ; and there is danger of additional 
crime to which those vices naturally lead. 

Sin is of a corrupting and growing nature : 
once rooted in the fertile soil of the human heart, 
the rank weed usurps the beds formerly strewed 
with better seed, and tarns the whole garden to 
a wildem^s. Whenever a man pauses to com-- 
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God, on Ae ddidren of disobedience ! H^ice 
does tiie dninkaid not only continoe, but glory 
in the Tio^ whidi incqpadfeiites him alike for 
the pleasures of time and die haj^iness of eter- 
nity; bttioe does yonder profime swearer attest 
the name at which the angds troodUe, to witness 
eyery trifling assertion, or p^^rbftpf to substan- 
tiate fiilsehood ; hoice does yonder adulterer 
lemorselessty perserere in the sin that damns 
him ; and hence does the ooYetous sinner make 
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wealth his refuge, and gold the god of his idola* 
try. Remember, My Friends, the heavy penalty 
annexed to these things, and be ye not partakers 
of them. But if unhappily ye have ahready par- 
ticipated, if your heart has already been secretly 
enticed, and you have entered on a career of 
worldliness and sensuality, remember, that there 
is yet one asylum left to which you may turn 
and live. Your Saviour will yet receive, his 
Gospel will yet instruct you. ^ It was to such as 
you that he was sent ; it was to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, that the Shepherd came, — 
^ Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
nerrs.'' Now you are lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God, but when you return to him, 
you will learn to detest every thing that sets 
ennuty between you and God. You will leani 
that no riches, no acquirements, no honours, can 
compensate the wretch who has flung away sal- 
vation ; for what will it profit a man, to gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ? 
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THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADXTLTERY. 



JOHN Vm. 10, 11. 

t 

When Jesus had lifted himself up^ and saw none but the 
womattg he said unto her. Woman, where are those thine^ 
accusers ? hath no man condemned thee ? She said, No 
man, Lord, And Jesus said. Neither do I condemn 

' " thee; go, and sin no more. 

' ' • • ... » . 

Or all iibe questions proposed by the malicious 
ingiwtiity of tb&. Scribes and Pharisees to dukr 
Saviour^ in order to inveigle him into* some^ 
breach of the law/or committal of his own spi^-' 
ritual authority, we meet with none 'more insi-« 
dious and dangerous than that of which my text 
records the issue. 

A woman taken in the act of an offence of the 
highest social and moral turpitude, an offence 
irhidi was regarded by the Jews with, if possible, 
oiore abhorrence thafi by us, is brought to the feet 
of Jesus,who is required to pronoimcehis sentence 
at once upon the crime and the criininaL It is 
Acarc^ly possiUe to conceive a dilemmaof greater 
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difficulty^ than that in which he was thus placed 
by the artful malice of his inveterate enemies ; 
should he, on the one hand^ pronounce against 
the unhappy culprit that dreadful judgment 
which the law enjoined> namely^ that she should 
he stoned to death, the Roman government which 
no longer permitted to the Jews such an extent 
of penal juri^dictioQ^ would denounce him as a 
rebel unto Csesar^ and, on the other hand, should 
he acquit the sinner, and declare so flagitious 
a sin unworthy of the punishment which God's 
own voice had invoked upon it, these sage in- 
terpreters of the Jewish Scriptures would acquire 
something like a right to accuse him of an in- 
fraction of their law, and of lending his support 
and countenance to sanction a very atrocious 
iniquity. But that sub|ime and inimitable cha- 
racter, in which justice and mercy were so ad- 
mirably blended^ never broke forth with brighter 
lustere than from the clouds of difficulty, which 
rage and envy had raised to obscure it ; ^^ Jesus 
pooped dpwn^ and writing on the ground with 
his finger, looked as if he heard them not" This 
^ence spoke n(K)re eloquently than words his 
contempt for their artifices, and his pity for 
the melancholy temiper which suggested them ; 
but the hard'-hearted Pharisees continuing with 
a Satanic spirit to pre^ him on the subject, '' he^ 
lifted up his eyes and said. Let him that is with^* 
out sm among you throw the first stone Land: 

16 
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again he stooped down and wrote upon the 
ground.'" Mortified at being thus unexpectedly 
ba£9ed^ ftnd unable to resist the compunctions of 
an upbrai^g conscience, the accusers silently 
withdrew, and when Jesus found himself alone 
With the woman, he said unto hsr, ^^ Woman, 
where are those thine accusers ? hath no man con- 
demned thee ? and she answered, None^ Lord 1 
and Jesus said unto her. Neither do I condemn 
thee, go, and sin no more/'- 

You are now. My Friends, in possession of the 
facts which constitute one of the most interesting 
and instructife episodes in the history of the 
New Testament ; but these facts appositely and 
distinctly as they are related in the volume £rom 
which I have gathered them, have yet been found 
liable to much misconstruction, and have been 
not unfrequiently made to emanate a lesson cff 
vicious toleration which divine justice never 
meant them to convey, and which, if carried into 
extensive operation, would, I fear, soon destroy 
all that remains of virtue, honour, and happiness, 
in human society. Whenever any difficulty 
arises as to the construction to be put upon H 
particular passage of Scripture, especially where 
that passage involves a maxim essential to mo«- 
rality, it is the safest way to give it only >such 
lain explication as shall be borne out by otiiex 
parts of the same Scripture with which it may 
be collated ; and indeed, if w& would simply bring 



SERMON XVIII. 191 

to the reading of individual sentences^ that un*- 
derstanding spirit which the general perusal of 
the Bible induces^ we should seldom err in th6 
eduction of any of its practical informations. 

In the investigation of the moral lesson to be 
drawn from the Scripture now submitted to you, 
I think the clearest mode of proceeding will be, 
to' consider, with all convenient brevity, the three 
following circumstances : 

I. The motives of the accusers. 

II. The nature and magnitude of the crime. 

III. The sentence of the judge. 

In going concisely through these topics, I 
trust I shall neither weary your patience, nor 
dismiss you without instruction. 

I. The motives which induce one man to ac- 
cuse another of crime,^ may greatly vary ; the 
office of an informer is held very despicable in 
modem estimation ; and, perhaps, rightly so, smce 
in our courta of administration he receives a pe~ 
cuniary reward for every information prosecuted 
against the violation of public peaces a man, 
however, may undertake the obnoxious office 
upon far different principles ; he may have the 
spirit of justice so strongly at his heart, that his 
temper revolts, and his indignation is^ kindled, 
and his eloquence is excited against every in«* 
fraction ^f her sacred code ; he may, in the full 
possession of a generous and Christian mora^ 
Kty, feel such a hardy repugnance to ev^ry de* 

13 
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gree of iniquity^ that the object ever nearest to 
his soul is to extirpate it from the earth; he 
may be the ajppainted prosecutor of criminality^ 
and from a sense of duty to his country and his 
Godj may be assiduously persevering in his search 
for criminals, and vehemently earnest in his ap- 
peals to justice. These are motives^ ivhich> so 
£Eur from derogating from the character of the 
man who pursues them, serve highly to enhance 
it ; we must never forget that justice is God's 
attribute as well as mercy, and that inconsidjerate 
pity to particular offenders has often had the 
effect of deliberate cruelty to the whole commu- 
nity. But were these, I would ask, the motives 
of the accusing Scribes and Pharisees in the case 
before us ? was it a love of virtue and an enmity 
to vice, that, by their officious hands, conducted 
the unhappy woman to the feet of Jesus ? Was 
it the satisfaction of the ends of justice which 
they contemplated, when they prayed the ter- 
rible vengeance of a long disused law on the 
head of this wretched and deluded culprit ? No, 
it was a deep and settled malignity of purpose 
which animated the whole transaction ; it was 
an inveterate and burning hatred to the judge, 
rather than to the criminal, that brought them 
into contact ; it was the appetite of envy, and 
not the ends of equity, which they had to satisfy ; 
an envy, which, in its insatiate and hellish cru* 
elty, would have trampled down a thousand 
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meaner victims^ to have formed a stepping stone 
to the grand object of its vengeanee. These 
motives and these views would be clear to the 
human observer ; they are clear to you, to me^ 
and to all who have read the history ; they are 
betrayed by the illegitimate tribunal to which 
they appealed ; they are avowed by the illegal 
manner in which they prosecuted them ; but our 
Saviour needed none of these coincidences to 
inform his jq^gment; his all-piercing eye saw 
through the deceitful semblance of their love for 
justice; his divine nature refused fellowship 
with their abominable cruelty, and the God, and 
not the man, spoke in his voice when he pro- 
nounced, '' let him th^t is without sin among 
you cast the first stone.'* 

II. But the accumulated guilt of her inhuman 
prosecutors does not expiate, or even allay, the 
guilt of her who was the professed object of this 
prosecution* 

The crime of which the unfortunate woman 
was accused is aduUery ; a crime in its own na- 
ture detestable^ in a man atrocious, in a female 
horrible ; a crime, against which reason and re- 
ligion rise up in arms, which both the moral 
and legislative observation of society have ever 
viewed with abhorrence, and punished with se* 
verity ; a crime, which, even in a state of morals 
so deplorably relaxed as that which now obtains 
in the world, incurs a social proscription; a crime, 

o 
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against wMcii^ in the theociracy of the Jews, 
the Almighty set his special canon, and adjudged 
death to foe its penalty ; a crime, held so flagrant 
in the estimation of the Church, that we- are as* 
sured foy our great Apostle, that '* neither forni- 
cators nor adulterers shall inherit the kingdom 
of heaven." 

And of this enormous offence, the accused was 
found guilty. We hear of no denial of the fact, 
no palliative circumstances on which to ground 
the shadow of a defence, or the slightest degree 
of exculpation ; we must take the history as we 
find it, nor must we allow our imagination to 
supply those incidents which some have supposed 
as necessary to the justification of our Saviour's 
lenity. This is not only a for each of that chastity, 
the very suspicion of which is said to foe fatal to 
female reputation ; this is not the case of an un* 
married woman, foetrayed foy the strength and 
ardour of a first affection into the sin and 4ncal« 
culafole peril of committing her history, her hope, 
her happiness, her honour, to the imagined fi- 
delity of her seducer ; in such a case, in which 
the most festidious would see more to compas- 
sionate than to condemn, and in which the eyesr 
of justice might foe partially folinded foy the tears 
of pity ; in such a case, the sentence of Jesus 
might indeed foe understood to involve the whole 
extent of lenity which the widest latitudinarianB 
might choose to put upon it. But no ; this is a 
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case of defined, direc^adultery ; it was the giving 
to another that love which she had devoted be^ 
fyfe God aiid man as her husband's righteous and 
exclusive property ; it was the shameful, shame- 
less vioktion of a yow> registered alike in heaven 
lucid in earth, and sanctified by every pomp and 
circumstance of ceremony which could be sup* 
posed to vest it with additional validity and ob- 
ligation. It was a sin which probably implied 
the demolition of her husband's happiness; 
brought upon him the scorn and obloquy of this 
unfeeling world ; mid perhaps drove his too sen- 
sitive soul to acts of desjperaticm and wicked- 
ness, which might alienate him from the heritage 
pf another. It was a deed by which her children 
may have been made motherless before their 
time ; have been deprived of the influence of a 
mother's virtuous example, and have been stained 
by a parent's infamy. Such, My Brethren, is 
the crime of adultery ; and I have painted it in 
its blackest colours and ch)tbed it in its greatest 
terrors, and I have called upon you to hear the 
accusing voice which rises to heaven against it 
from the innocence it has murdered^ and the in- 
fants whom it has worse than orphaned : I have 
done this in order that it may stand as an awful 
landmark before you, to indicate^ that by Chris- 
tian, love and Christian people alone, can the 
peace and purity of pur families be preserved* 
And it was to a woman guilty of this very 
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adultery, unmitigated, as far as we know, by a 
single incident of palliation, that our blessed 
Saviour has said, ^ neither do I condemn thee, 
go, and sin no more." 

IIL What was it that occasioned this ready 
absolution of a sin so heinous, we are now to 
consider, as the last of the three topics I pro* 
posed for examination. 

1. You may perceive that I have all along 
considered the offence of this poor woman as 
vested in the darkest garb that even adultery 
can wear ; the Scripture itself has given but a 
very brief outline of the case, and I have filled 
up the picture by pourtraying all the supposable 
guilt which probably attached to it ; of the few 
circumstances of the crime detailed, I have sup- 
pressed nothing, I have extenuated nothing, I 
have not suffered the natural indignation which 
we must all feel against her accusers to operate 
the slightest movement of pity towards their 
victim ; on the contrary, I have hitherto discarded 
every supposition of incidents that might make 
in her &vour ; and looking upon her, and upon 
her crime with the stern eye of avenging justice, 
I have held them both up to shame, to scorn, 
and to abhorrence. For any thing we know, 
there might have been many circumstances of 
palliation unrecorded in the Testament, but dis- 
tinctly known to all the witnesses of the trans- 
action ; for any thing we know, the unfortunate 
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being may have been the victim of parental ava- 
rice ; 3he may have been one of those miserable 
persons who have been devoted at the altar not 
unto love, but unto mammon ; she may have 
been forced by the sad barbarity of a father's 
worldliness, into some unhappy and unnatural 
union^ and when with every prospect of domes- 
tic felicity for ever clouded, with a brain mad- 
dened by affliction^ and a heart sickening and 
revolting against a brutal husband^ when, with 
her principles of reason and religion, if she ever 
had any, weakened^ perhaps obliterated by grief; 
when, in this state of distraction and despair, she 
met> in the partner of her guilt, the object of 
her first, her only attachment, oh! how warmly, 
how potently would these circumstances plead 
in mitigation of her offence, and even in the es- 
timation of the most scrupulous justice, go to 
soften down all its aggravation and half of its 
malignity. It must however be conceded, that 
all this is little more than conjecture ; and which 
statement is more correct, whether she had been 
the abandoned slave of sensuality, or such a pi- 
tiable sacrifice as I have last described, it is im- 
possible at this period to decide ; it may there- 
fore be well to look for other grounds for our 
Savioui^s lenity. 

2. Here let me observe, that his sentence by 
no means implies an acquittal ; " neither do I 
condemn thee, go, and sin no more." This is 
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DoAcr mre nor ten tiun an alnolation cond^ 
tioMl flo her fioisaking o< sin ; it does not restore 
ibm ca^irit to that |dace in society which she 
had loat; it does not cren remit the sccolcr 
pwahy whaterer that may bare been ; Jesus in 
ihia iaatance acted aaiy as her spiritual covb- 
•dkr; be cmdd not eondaam fa^ to the pu- 
uhnMnt of hoBian law, far of that kw, were it 
JHtor mgnat, Ar was nottheadoinistrakor; bis- 
dsyafjn^niEBtbndnot jctaniTed; Aeareiv 
^ng how had not yet cone ; yet a little while 
and the swrad of Jastice Cambered in its scab- 
hard, and those tenron of its blade, wkich wiH ontf 
day he made most dreadftdy ma ii ifrnl, he cane 
mm to {(iRtelX but not to ^ply- His present 
■aasioD was the missim of — r c y; and seeing 
Iht vork of pCBitence hc^gM^, SBoug in the 
'baaaB of g^uk that remone wUA the world 
oadld not see, h«t whidi alone eo^d beai tt ; 
aeeing at one g^baiee ibt past, the present, and 
^le fitture, it was eonqietent to his power and 
oonsisteDt with his purpose, to jwonounce, €fo, 
and gin no more. 

And now. My Brethren, I hare dtme with this 

melancholy history; and it rests chiefly wkb 

yanrselTes to make the useM applicat^. 1 

' ^eed lament the feebleness and iasi^ 

irith irhich my part of the task has be«n 

d, but at the same time i must remind 

kiuat and transient movdA be the im- 



^ 



SERMON XVnL 190 

pressioo^ af the high^t tones of mortal doqtieric& 
on the Pharaoh-hearts tfasi are hardened against 
id*slrtfdtik)nr It is not merely within the thteshr- 
old of tins sacred house, it is not only amidst^ 
the solemn ceremonies of the hour of worsfaipr 
that you are to ^tefii and reflect on the voice 
which God h^Bs this dajr breatlied through one of 
his meanest instruments. It is when you retire 
t& the solitude of you:ir chamber^ when at night 
you lay your head upon yow pillow^ and ^' com* 
mune with your own heart, and are still ;" it is 
then that you must hearken to the voice of 
conscience, and receive with best effect its un^^ 
erring application. Remember, this appeal is 
general. Among those who hear me, I pretend 
not to know, if the guilt of any individual bears 
a proportion or resemblance to that of the adul- 
tress in my text ; but I know that I am address- 
ing myself to children of frailty and error ; to 
many who have read this tale, and have inferred 
from it, that since our Saviour's pardon was so 
readily extended to a sin so heinous, all tres- 
passes below its level must be slight and venial, 
and it is to combat such a fearful, such a fatal 
inference, that I have thus long detained you. 

Retire then. My Brethren, with this impression 
on your souls, that it is a fearful thing for sin- 
ners to '* fall into the hands of the living God f 
that within the compass of his perception you 
act, you think, you live ; that it is only in virtue 
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of beUef and penitence^ that the condeimiation 
of eternal justice will be withheld ; that over all 
this auditory the clouds of death even now are 
gathering ; that the wamer and the warned will 
soon lie down in undistinguished dust, where 
an further admonition will be impotent, and 
where the voice of redeeming benevolence itself 
will be for ever hushed to the careless ears, that 
have in this life vainly received his benediction^ 
to gOy and sin no more. 
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SERMON XIX. 



ON HUMILITY. 



MATT. XVIII. 10. 

Take heed thai ye despise not one of these little ones, for 
I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do ahoays 
behold the face of my Father who is in heaven. 

If there be one moral virtue which^ in contra- 
distinction to the virtues of the heathen world, 
can be said to be more strongly characteristic of 
the spirit of Christianity than others, it is the 
virtue of humility. The first and damning sin 
of the angelic race was pride ; and that which 
wrought the fall of angels was equally destruc- 
tive to man whom it tempted in the early history 
of the species to transgress the divine command- 
ment, in the fond and vain imagination of ac- 
quiring the attributes of God. 

There may indeed be many vices which wear 
an uglier aspect and assume a more disgusting 
appearance than pride, and it is not till we trace 
it to its consequences, till we observe all the evil 
passions which it stimulates ; all the virtuous 
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dispositions which it destroys ; and all the crimi- 
nality in which it results ; that we can he brought 
to coincide with the scriptural judgment upon 
it, and to acknowledge it in its proper charac- 
ter as a flagrant wickedness before God and 
man. 

There is no passage throughout all the Scrip- 
tures in which this word, dear as it is to both 
the pagan and the modem world, is used in a 
virtuous sense ; and charity must bid us hope 
that when we do hear enlightened and Christian 
men apply the term to what is laudable and 
honest; when we hear them talk of the pride of 
virtue, the pride of honour, the pride of integ- 
rity, and so fbrt& ; they mtend by Ihehr language 
a very different passion from thaft, which has been- 
so hostile to heaven, and so banefoltahamanify, 
as to draw down upon the httter the severest 
condemnation of insulted Omnipotence. 

The text, which is a verse of the Gospel, I fear,^ 
too seldom: idhxded to, eontmn^ an admonitionf 
a^gaiuBt this vice, and the strongest reason for 
repressing it Our Saviour being asked by his^ 
disciples, who* was the greatest in^ the kingdom 
of heaven; seeing the operation of tWs dark prin- 
ciple in the question, illustrated his aaiswer by 
placing a little child in the midst of them, anii 
tdfing them, that, unless they were eei^veirted 
and became as little children, they should do<^ 
even enter thekingdom of heaven; The proper, 

10 



r 



SERMON XIX. aoa 

the JEieee$swy quaUficfiit¥)a f<« the highest 1k^ 
nottr to whidli a mortal can attain, is the inno- 
cence, tbe meehnesd, the sanplieity of a child. 
It is in this respect that human nature must unt^ 
dergo the most decided change. It must hj 
aside the amhitious and rebellteus thoughts in- 
berent in it, and^ imitatiz^ the humility of an in- 
fant,su1»nit to be taught by the Scriptures the 
mode of inheriting eternal life. The unconverted 
have -mrocb to lay aside aa well as to take up ; 
much to unleajm aa well aa ta acquire ; they may 
be ao heavily kden with the cares of this worlds 
they may have so much of ids business to trans-- 
act> snd its honors to acquire, that there may 
be need of their being relieved from somie of 
tbese things before they can take upon them th^ 
burthen of Christ. They may be too deeply 
mitiated in the rudiments of science fefedy so 
caUed, they may be spoiled by philosophy and 
vam decdtsi, and be therefore u^der the neces-* 
sity of forgetting and foregoing mueh that they 
have learned,, before they can submit to the kw 
as a schoolmaster to bring them unta Christ 
And perhaps^ My Brethren, one of the greatest, 
aud certainly one of the earliest, obstacles which 
we meet with in the road to grace, is created by 
the proud and erroneous opinion which we en* 
tertain concerning our own capabilities and bx> 
quirements* The bmu of genius, enchanted by 
the brilliancy of hisr owu conceptions, |hedding 
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the light of his own mind over every object on 
which it dwells, is too apt to turn with distaste* 
fulness from the humiliating truths of the Gos« 
pel. The man of learning, deeply intent on the 
mysteries of science', or busied in the records of 
profane history, or entangled in the perplexities 
of the Law, will frequently deny himslf the lei- 
sure for study and research into those books 
which are not immediately subsidiary to his 
worldly avocation, but which will make him who 
diligently learns them, '' wise unto salvation." 
The man of pleasure, captivated by the charms 
of the dallijince-path on which he wanders, in- 
capable of abstracting his thoughts and affec- 
tions from the fascinations that surround him, 
will pride himself more on influencing the no- 
velties and directing the fashions of pleasurable 
life, than on giving the right bias to a soul which 
IS hastening onward to a blessed or accursed 
eternity. Even the man of total ignorance and 
illiteracy shares in the predominant vanity of 
human nature, is too proud to be taught, that 
which it is an honour to the highest intelligence 
to understand, and learns to resolve all religion 
into the common cant of priestcraft, and all 
morality into weakness or abjectness of spirit. 

A little child is very properly proposed by 
our Saviour as an emblem of the sincere and 
humble Christian. They are alike in their inno- 
cence, alike in their docility, alike in their a&c- 
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tion^ and alike in favcmr in the estimation of 
God. It is this character^ therefore^ My Bre- 
thren^ which you are to take " heed that ye de- 
spise not/' It is a character which, however it 
may be contemned and hated by a proud and 
wanton world, stands highest in the esteem of 
him, who, though he was the Son of God, and 
partner of the glories of his Father, was yet 
^ meek and lowly in heart/* It is a character 
to which is annexed the most emphatic blessings 
in time and in eternity, and it is a charact^ 
under which alone we can obtain admission in- 
to the realms of everlasting joy, ^' unless ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall 
in nowise inherit the kingdom of heaven. ** 

There is another most interesting piece of in- 
formation contained in the text, which I shall now 
touch upon. *' I say unto you/* says our Saviour, 
'* that in heaven their angels do always behold 
the face of my Father which is in heaven.** 
Can any assurance be more sublime and affecting 
than this ? It tells us that over the cradled in- 
fant, and the Christian who resembles him in 
meekness and simplicity, a benignant Provi- 
dence is ever watching ; that, to guard him from 
peril and temptation, the instrumentality of 
beings higher than man in the scale of creation 
is resorted to ; that the angelic race are permit- 
ted and commissioned to protect him ; and, while 
they enjoy the ineffable happiness of beholding 
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our cosmioii Father face to fiice^ tiiey use &at 
glorious privilege for the service and guidance 
c^ evangelized humanity. We are taught by 
this doctrine^ that the man from the moment ik 
his conversion hecomes the especial charge of 
a charitable and powerful spirit^ whose office it 
is to be a channel of communication between 
him and God ; that he is the bearer of every 
pray^ to the channel of heaven^ and pleads with 
the Saviour for its admission there ; that he is 
ever ready at the footstool of the Creator to 
operate his good will towards his creature ; and, 
though unseen and unnoticed by the object of 
his patronage^ is the instrument often thousand 
mercies from God to man. 

There are seasons of misfortune, there are 
hours of care and melancholy which happen to 
the best instituted minds, and from which np 
goodness nor religion can exempt the heirs ot 
mortality. But the ills which it is not permit* 
ted to Christianity to avert, it is still in her 
power to mitigate* The Gospel does not pro* 
fess to remove but to alleviate the calamities of 
human life. The intention of Providence is on 
a trial good, but the end must be accomplished 
by incipient tribulation. This is a troublesome 
and distressful world, but it is good for us to be 
here, or here we should not have been placed* 
Let us bovf then to the decrees of Heaven. Let 
us humble ourselves under the chastening hand 
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otGoA, let us Inflect thaA Hie pftins which re»d 
the body^ and the Borrows wbieb te«r wd ago- 
nize the heart, are not the result of ehaace, but 
the ordainment of eternal mercy ; and while we 
suffer under this impression, adversity will cbaiif e 
its aspecL We shall recognize a father's hand 
in every visitation of calamity ; and see an angd 
present in the troubled waters of the soul, whose 
gracious province it is to soften and to purify 
the heart which he will never needlessly afflict 
Are you tempted then. My Brethren, to the 
transgression of Gospel law and the perpetration 
of some gross iniquity ? Tremble, lest at that 
moment your good angel should desert you* 
Tremble, lest, while yon incur the guilt of vio* 
lated vows and of a broken covenant, the minis^ 
tering spirit, which God lent to do you service, 
should become at the bar iof heaven the witness 
against your wickedness* Tremble, lest at the 
flight of him who was the guardian of your 
virtue, and the strengthener of your infirmity, 
you should be left naked to the wiles of his 
and your great adversary, whom the Scrip* 
tures justly characterize as ^^ going about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devourt"" 

Think not. My Christian Friends^ that I have 
been this day entertaining you with my owq 
vague conjectures upon a mystery which passes 
our understanding, and which it is therefore 
idle to discuss. I do not think there is a pas* 
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sage in Scripture less involved in mystery than 
th6 one of which we are treating. The exis- 
tence^ the nature^ the office of angels is affirmed 
and explained^ in a hundred texts of both the 
Old and the New Testament. Their relative 
situation to man is also sufficiently illustrated. 
^* Thou madest him lower than the angels to 
crown him with glory and honour." But that 
which stamps an especial Value upon the text is 
the confirmation which it aflfbrds to the doctrine 
of a special as well as of a general providence^ a 
providence which, whether acting by the all-see- 
ing eye of Omnipotence, or by the angels and 
ministers of grace which he employs, supervises 
every action of every created being, and, while it 
withers with its frown the designs and machi- 
nations of the wicked, sheds the light and halo 
of its smile upon the religious and the good. 
May the knowledge of this interesting truth 
produce in you t&e blessed results of true re- 
ligion and virtue. May you never be insensiMe 
to the vigilant ^.nd corrective hand of Heaven ; 
and may you in another world enjoy the fruits 
of his protection while on earth, and mingle with 
the ^' saints and seraphim, who cast their crtfwns 
before the throne, and in ceaseless adoration, 
hail the holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, 
Ivhich was, and is, and is to come !" 
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ON THE RESURRKQTION OF LAZARUS. 



JOHN XI. 43^ 44. 

And when he had thus spoken^ he cried with a loud voice » 
Lazarus, come forth; And he that wa^ dead came forth* 

The scene. My Briethren, which terminated in 
this stupendous miracle^ is one of the most 
touching and pathetic that the hand of history 
has recorded. It contains one of the most en- 

» 

dearing incidents in the mortal pilgrimage of 
our Saviour, and discovers in an especial manner 
his sympathy in the sufferings of our nature, and 
his preterrhuman power to mitigate and heal 
them. 

In one of the verses that precede the text, 
there are two simple words which almost do 
more to attach the heart of feeling to our Saviour, 
than even the active and miraculous henevolence 
which followed them. Before, in this almighty 
act, he gave his disciples a manifestation of 
his divinity, " Jesus wept," to display in his 
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condolence his kindred gensibiiity to. ixmiU&i^ 
He shewed them in this gracious sympathy^ tbift 
be was indeed the Son of Man> tmd then-vsaih 
vinced them that as the Son of God^ heiMtes 
most emphatically, '^ the r^urrection mnd H^ 
life:' ..^ 

The event for which our blessed SaTiomf.iB 
here described m wec^i^g^^ was the dea& of iA 
human being whom iie had knowa and ler^d^ 
and whose family were evidently dear to .hisl* 
To lament and sorrow over irremediable, eyiH 
may perhaps be called the weakness of hniniUQaj^^ 
but it is a weakness firequently of so sweet mi 
amiable an aspect, that we are glad to find it one 
In wloch the m^^t pure mA &ultlesa e]^|^$t^ 
jpmself participated, . |. 

The sorrow and vejcation of spiri:t i]i^l|ioh a^f 
from so just a cai^se as the loss of £rien4s« ¥f I^k^ 
the ties of bk)od, of habit^ and of k^ifidred vip^ 
tuei9« have endeared to us^ ai^ mt bar^y 4q#v^ 
«ent, but, in this mortal state^ are com^^^pJ^^yf^ 
Thf y a^gue the possessiiHjiof that pity apd,k^ai^ 
ness of heart, which are among the purest fe^Jji^Q 
^ humanity; they redeem our qhairac^iai: i|jG|9 
tbe si»pi|itation of total and qiost di^gui^tua^r s^ 
fitness ; they purify the heart whipb th$yi;^$ij^ 
4«jA ^nmiiex it mp3(^ aoft a^ ^^.ef i^iL anil <|fi9^Fat 

W^ pr^»ume it was qn ti^isj^fscc^i^tthat j«|i| 
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grief irf the sistMd of Lazarofl ; en the eontraxy^ 
lie mingled his tears with theirs. He taught 
ihan^ and, through them, the remotest posterity 
of the world's inhabitants, that lamentation fi>r 
the dead did well become the living ; that symr 
pathy with the calamities that befall the good^ 
was not only justifiable but praiseworthy ; and 
that the Son of God and man comnuserated with 
teiraoif human tenderness the sufferings of dMUt 
di^^ed and deteriorated race, whom his own 
impending agonies could alone restore* But 
passive ^ling was not the oharaeteristic of our 
JSwriimr*is charity, nor did he content himself with 
pitying the woes which he could cure. The 
whole of hid abort existence in the world was 
spoilt in acts of mercy and benevolenbe, of 'which 
the brief relation that has been transmitted to 
lis coiil^ins but an inpo^siderable part To aibrd 
si^t to the blind ; strength to the impotent ; 
j^piOech to tlie dumb ; information to the igne*^ 
fMt ; and even life to tiie dead^ was his di^na 
oeeupaitton ; and the resurrection of the burie<l 
Latsarus^i)yhi6 all-oomp^ing word^ wasooiyooe 
4t a series of miracles which proclaimed no let« 
&& boae^olence^ than the o^mipotenoe^, of ^b^ 
ineavnate God. ^ * 

But, My brethren, it lias not ea^i«it)ely Dm 
the-sake of Lazarus or of his surviving moum^i 
ttiat *«>' #esU8 wept*^ He ivept to h^kxM the 
Itt^choly concBtioii to wliith the evil asceiiV 
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daacy of an accursed power Md reduced .ilip 
primaeval nobleness of humanity ; he wept to 
^trace. amidst accumulated sufferings the baneful 
effects of that first blight, on the ^ happiness of 
Eden> the ungrateful disobedience of the parent? 
creatures. to their groat Creator; he yvept,^xf 
think of that once smiling hour . in which, Go4 
made man after his own image, an image whicf^ 
l^ad been since so wantonly disfigured^ so. atflcc^ 
piously disgraced ; he wept to see the mourjE^p^ 
jponsummation of a temporal death crowning, thf 
many ills that flesh is hdr to ; and wept otil) 
more .to contemplate those poor deluded outcasts 
from his grace, who, trembling on the verge otf^ 
second and eternal death, would not '' cpmrCt tp 

* ' » 

him that they might have life/* And for. you 
too^ My afflicted Brethren^ who are now accom? 
panying the remains of a departed brother to tbQ 
grave, your Saviour^s tears have fallen; and.Q.| 
b(e it your consolation tp know in thi? ^ajl 
andi trying moment, that for. him his blood W9;i 
shed. Your friend is gone, but not for evert 
The kind, the honourable, and above, all^ th^ 
pious faithful heart, that moulders beneath . that^ 
coffin, shall one day beat again with all . its yir-t 
tuous impulses renewed ; the earth in which y<ni 
fee him quietly inurned shall burst its cex^^xent^ri 
ibfi same voice that cried to La;earus, come J6?rth{ 
i^ail. sound through yonder vault, and evokes 4fgk 
at^ping tenant to resurrectiwi fmd to life^jfjflift 
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'tislme toibe thfiit broke the prison-house of death 
for one, shall open the gates of everlasting life to 
¥he other, and *' when Christ who is our life shall 
kt)pear, we trust that hoth shall appearVith him 
in glory." Will you ask. My Brethren, on what 
¥his trust is founded ? It is seldom my happy 
l6t to be so well prepared fo answer, not from 
ttie fepbrt of others, but from personal' know- 
ledge of a deceased friend. I will not bid you 
ibtilc tb those, which, humanly speaking, were the 
floppiest ' moments of his existence ; I will hot 
bid you revert to those amiable and estimable 
Virtues which distinguished his pifivate and pro- 
fessional life, and which constitute, in the eyes 
bf the world, the gloss and lustre of a just man^s 
dh^racter ; I will not even direct your recolle<J- 
tioil to those more grateful and endearing affec^ 
t36ns which will not quickly fade from th* 
memory df the small domestic sphere amidi^t 
tWfichthey were ^exercised. Far be it from m* 
*d Ibefttd an unfeeling frown on these which affe 
ih& graces, though they are not the pfinciples, 
of^vital Christianity. But I will lead you from 
iHeia to his bed of tedious sickness, and the long 
exjlected hoiir of his death.' I wifl not tfell yon, 
tteit ' W doubts disturbed, tia darkness obscteecP, 
nrf^r^iiriS' apj^attefd his- mind, at the apprd«cfe^df 
MlstffesdltMon -by I may unhesitatingly affirt*^, 
«af ^y'^dtritence, by'^th, and by prti^iv tli^^d 
^u^lly |>a*ed %way frcmi hiiA^- It *raslt*fe 
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T^iU 6f God to Afflict him ; btf t it vaS his Will Oao 
to dcSUvet him out of temptation. A *^ bruised 
teed would he not breaks and the smoking flas 
would h% not quench." The promised pardon 
of his merciful Redeemer was quickened in his 
soul. He suffered him not at his last hour foB 
any pains of death to fall from Him ; and the 
most desirable of all fates was his^ — that he dcH 
lirered up his soul uttclouddd to God. 

Among all the InstrumeAtt of coilsolatioii 
which hciayen's mercy has accorded to a weak 
and wretched worlds there is none perhaps moile 
effectual than the last hours of a truly penitent 
imd confiding Christian. It is there^ if anyj 
wherCj we can read in letters which cannot be^ 
mistaken the salvation of the Lord ; it is there 
we can see how barbless is the sting of deaths 
how transitory the victory of the grave to theln^ 
whoj animated by a Saviour's example and con^ 
firmed by a Saviour's grace^ dare with hutnUe 
but confiding hearts to contemplate eternity;] 
If nature tell us it that it is a sad and awful thing 
to die^ religion tells us that it is dreadful only to 
the unforgiven sinner. Well did the Apostte 
write^ " the sting of death is isin." It is sin tliat 
arms it with tenfold terrors ; it is sin that hidefe" 
from the fading eye and faltering heart, the 
vision of a present comforter and the prospecfi 
ef a future heaven. Sin is the armed cherub 
at tl^e gatb of paradise, whose flaming sWotd^ 
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f«rtA^ ;€i|)? ae<^e«. Try vpe, O God^. as th^H 
sbott pjtease with woridly mii^Eortunes ;. ehaatea 
ve with adversity a«^ it ihaU seem good to thee^. 
hut for$ake me not when my £ear cometh ; makq 
tiKm my bed in^ my sickness^ and let me die the 
dMth of the righteoQS^ mid let my I^ter end re* 
atmhle bis. 

I havo only tim^ My Brethren^ for one eoi^ 
eluding observation. The loud voice that awak^ 
eaMd Laoarus^ must be heard once more ; when 
^a hist and universal change i^U be at hand ; 
whea the sun shall be quenched in darkness, and 
liie moon shall withdraw her light ; when the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken^ and the 
Son of God shgSL stand again upon the earth ; ia 
tiie latter day shall that Almighty voice alarm 
alik^ th0 wicked and the good to judgment! 

My Brethren^ it is a solemn truth beyond the. 
power of controversy, that you and I, and all the 
iiMiiabitanIs of this outstretched world, from the: 
p^fipd of its creation until the end of time^shalL 
in one or other of those two classes be included ;: 
« and whether we are to be enroUed am<mg '* thar 
g0dly who are to be delivered/' or among ^ the 
unjust who are to be punished/' dependa entirely 
on our present induct* Ob! let not then the. 
I^ffhcarance and patience of God inspii e> on tha 
pai^ of man, delay and obduracy. Theare is na 
^Qieto be lost erm^ to the youngest and stoutest;. 
^otjjppri wqA most precarious i& the interval be* 
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IWf^n the pride oi the^oi&st health and thelieli^ 

kisfH|es» of extreme debility. When the manar- 
elestof the last sid^ness shall confine and bind 
joH' down to the couch of suffering ; when the 
hBnA of death shall point sternly to you^ the 
agonies of a. failing frame may weaken your in- 
tellei^^tj obscure your memory^ and confuse youc 
judgment* Small in that hour of subdued hu- 
Bianity may be the remains of mind and of affi^-* 
tion which you can devote to God ; and smaiL 
too^ in his righteous estimation^ may be the value 
of an offering so long withheld^ so shattered^ and 
so reluctantly bestowed . Will it not theq be evi^ 
dent, that you fl«e to the arms of your Creator^ 
not from love, but from necessity ? That the; 
wodd was the God of your idolatry so long as 
you had aught to sacrifice ; and that you pre-^ 
ferred not Christ to mammon, till mammon could 
no more avail you ? While then our faculties 
are yet entire, our feelings warm, and our frames 
unbroken ; while we can yet think with feeling, 
and perform with vigour, let us attend, at least, 
with decent solicitude to the spiritual peril in 
which we stand ; let us reflect that we are the te- 
nants of a world in which our residence is closely 
limited to a '* few and evil days," and that an- 
nexed to it is a responsibility which shall be urged 
throughout eternity ; let us reflect that the soul 
which God bestowed upon us must be returned 
to him in an amended state, commensurate with 



m. SERMON XX. 217 

the means afforded us for its improyement ; that 
however splendidly in life the sun maj shine 
upon us^ its beams will onljr serve " to light us 
to the tomb ;" that when once conducted to that 
place of shadows, the world is powerless to bid 
'* these dead bones live,*" until the Son of God 
shall appear again, as before the grave of Lazarus, 
and breathe on them the breath of life, and clothe 
them with a glorious body, and paint them with 
the bloom of immortality. Impressed with this 
conviction, may we turn in timely caution our 
wandering steps to Him, without whose pre- 
venting grace all labour is useless, all endeavour 
vain ; may we obtain from Him, that the last 
painful hours of our existence, may be cheered 
by an assurance of divine pardon and protection ; 
and as the day withdraws and the shades of 
night fall thick around us, may the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sins of the world, grant us 
on earth his peace, and in heaven his mercy. 
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ON THX DEATH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST* 



LUKE XXIU. 44j 45, 46. 

Amm was ahmi the sujp^ kour, and there waedarinei^ 
over aU ike earth till abamt the ninth hour* And A$ 
etm was darkened^ and the teU qfthe temple was rent 
in tJte midst And when Jesus Juxd cried with a loud 
veice^ he said. Father^ into thy hands I commend my 
spirit, and having said thus, lie gave up the Ghost. 

You have heard. My Friends, in the lesson of 
this morning, that sncfa were the preternatuira! » 
a|>pearaQGes which attended the dissolujbion olr 
Ottr blessed Savionr, and such was his faefaarionr 
in the last agonies of a painful death, that the-: 
Roman officer appointed to superintend the ex&n 
jctttion^ who probably knew little raove of the ^ 
Messiah than the crimes alleged gainst hSm; 
could not forbear the exclamation Df '^ truly tihisj 
was a righteous man." It is with a mixture off 
feelings which it were difficult to analyze, tbat< 
the pious Christian enters into the history o|;hia« 
Redeemer's humiliation ; it is with a deep;and sor\ 
lenm interest that he refleota on the liiumifib^^i 
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ptavity which required aa expiation so tremen* 
doasly mysterious ; and while his heart dilates 
with joyous ezifltatioii, and responds to those ce* 
lestial harmonies^ those loud ^ hosamias in the 
highest/' with which the angels heralded tiieir 
Sovereign's incarnation ; while with the favour- 
ed virgin, ^. his soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
his spirit hath rejoiced in God his Saviour/' he 
must mourn over the melancholy conviction that 
his ancestral taint of sin has brought sorrow on 
his boiefaetor, and that for Ym amongst a worlds 
oi^nces the immaculate Lamb was sacrificedr 

Christ came in the fulness of time. In the ttA^ 
ness of time he was offered lip. From the pe- 
riod of his divesting himself of the brightness of 
his divinity, and taking on him the form of a 
servant; to the hour of his crucifixion, his biog^ 
raphy will afford an example applicable to evny 
walk of life ; and from tihiis very ^ircnmatence 
we may perceive the expediency of the lowly 
state J in which he was presented to as. In 
reading the narrative of St« Luke as fiir as to^ 
my text, we have seen du^tinctly related, by one: 
^' who had perfect understanding of all theifti. 
things iroih the very first/* his birth, has miradkes. 
Bis piety, his sufferings, and his death ; and ad^ 
iteacing a little &Fther into his history, we. urn 
mafl^ acquainted with his '^giofious resurrect*, 
tion 'and'ascensiea." We find the imbecility aodt 
imj^edimeM* 4f httinanliy Utid. aside, and tiie 



Mtme identiflRl bodj^ ia/irfalcli was reb^tl^ite- 
ihiioed a natural ' and^ human soul, we belbolS 
animated by. the spirit of the Godhead^ hy aa 
act of personal volition and power» foreabiRg 
forth fiaom the prison of the grave; and^^ascencjb- 
Hig into ihe hi^est heaven, " leading captivity 
otsptire, and sending: good gifts unto men^!^' 
Sat though tJdsjoB^ be considered as i\ie^cww% 
wd consummation of his victory^ :tiiough M 
hid Aow ^ put the last enemy under his- Itet/^ 
jfbk we may accooiit him triumphant at ^^^ 
f^rliw date ; even at that period which to faumtttt 
apprehensipU'Witnessed his deeped humffiati^ 
ki the hour of hb agony in- file garden*, Ghrii^t 
knew and foresaw the tnaitTi^ of his tribmph; 
Troe, bis .pangs were so piercing as to iiyvi^b 
Aa assistance of a ministering angel; true; h^ 
iMd befeffe his eyes the ensigns of bis tdr|p0itti 
mMewae^ the -scourge, the nails, the sp0ar, tmd 
t|bfdi<»9Qi»3 % tnie, there now vibrated im^ hiis prd^ 
pbetm. ear the shout of derision and thefiiss'6f 
Ettiiin; but ;these could not shake the determifi^ 
piinpose of his soul ; and while with the d#6^5^ 
filing that he was for^siken by Ms God, ^^^W 
1^o«l jthe wine-piress alone," and prepa!re€p W 
duftin /ta the dr€^, Jiis appointed bup in '611 ^M 
bUterhesB, be soiTowed only for hii^ ^rsec^to^'i^i^ 
asift tHspt ^ver l^e fated ci^ of the d^ltfdj^ 
Mfvdtebes, whose ei^y was ^ cruciiy ihiniJfy * ' H^* 
tedk^seeft intrever in mjrsterious vision ^ ittt^ 



m like, ligbliuiisr iiisia heara^" aiid^ '' in tint 
lioiir he rejoiced in spirit/' '^ He saw ef 
tbeir^vail oi his soul and was satisfied.'' He 
eiklv: bi9 te]iguHi going alxroad; as it were, on the 
^Pgft of the wind, aiid bearing penitence and 
|t$»<^e to many a lacerated bosom* Carrying tiu 
'ihMti'iiment of his execution, be walked fit^m^lihe 
judgment ball to Golgotha, mocked and reriledi 
jMeeding and sinking under his buvden; the 
"^fotfuen 6f Judah 'followed^ and piftied, and ^la^ 
IDcnted ium. O . what • a heart suggested that 
m^norable rBply> ^^ Daughters of Jerusalietaii 
i^eep not for me, bat for yourselires and for yoi)r 
<^^|ilds:pn*'' . ; In the contemplation of their woetf 
h^T fprg^t his own; He ascended the hill, hd 
WJtS Miled to the .cross„ and between two oomi- 
inpQrrobberSj : ^^ despising the shame/' was the 
Son of.Ood atad man, lifted up and '* numbered 
f^i^ the transgressors^" ^' It was about the 
si^t^i hour,'\and a miraculous darkness; instantiy 
^.verspread the land, so that nature seemed tisf 
sympathise with tihe sufferings of her God. But^ 
ib^ uni venal darknesa prepared the way f&r imin 
versal Ughtvand Ohrist knew that be '^miist 
9Q 8|u£Eer to. enter into his glory/' That gfoff ^ 
was alr^eady beginniAg to appear; From* the 
hill of Calvaary it dawned ^aa desolate ond-self^" 
uNndoned world, and from the cross, amid Aie. 
awful darkness cf that hour, Jesus saw ''ihb dayr 
miM *Q»:oii high go forth;' shedding a moJEHill 



SBRMON XXI. 

iMflutgr tym \ev6ry ^ild i it visits, and htffttid- 
jomng in itB joyotts progress the moitt da'^&ge 
iiibe oiikB emUL 

^"She fim was dnkeaed," tt unwiHingtd 
fthine on its Chreatov^ xniserjr^ ds fearifig to l!)#- 
liOlil the horrible barhaai^ of impious and otf- 
fMling men. There wias a tib»e when eaxth^ and 
ut, and 4>eeaB, ujfMjkg from chaOa ; when th^ 
4ark maw of iriifoniMdrsabstaiioe atarted' at thi 
hididiiig of Its Ood iifto^itaGty attdlight There 
fpraa 4 tanej when the creative iijpmt, ^^ toAvixng 
fm the fiice of the waters/" breathed eadsteneii 
fSto thiiigi ihat weienot^infiiaed health Into <ii4 
gale» freshness into the stream^ light into tiie 
lieayenB^.lil^ into^lhe dmrt, and meroy into^e^iery 
tl^ag. Thfi^ ttme aH-ghmons aa it waa, canstog 
'[ the morning atar^i to sing togelhei} and) all tbe 
sons of (jred U^ about jbx jeif /" waa not mMe 
bttieficiai to isieated man, than was this ac^eiiin 
hour <^ my tfxU when> tmamaadingi bis spiiitf 
into the hands of hia father^ onrS^vionv^^bMrect 
mi gave up the gho^" At tbatr howy^^tiw 
veil of the. temple wee teoit in. Ate nidst;*' tM 
wall, of «apwatio9 between the Jew andthe^ 
Gentile w«s for ever sevned,: imd all l^sibi^^ 
ritor^ f^f earth beeame *' sona of the ptomia^^ 
hei^ of the ooverant^ and . joint heirs, witbb 
Chriatr--M that bow« man "" dBadinJaesfj^ aca ft r) 
a9d ah|i^ ^rese up and addiressed himseff oaa»^ 
i«ore t» heaven r-- at ithat.bow» f'jlhefleed^4iie> 



ivpsum bruised IteserpmllB iMfl4''janl tkeC^ 

the tempter trembled for IsuA rtdli pamwAam ; 
tike ^.Q$ad r^bel to the aiiliioxilgr of the Kather 
sMQfWvqQjaJiAd b«ii»th iktd mm ^ €bB Akoi^bif 
Jgp9o:; e«u[$(iiiL](^bfiK& as M lier ^filial ovesihxmw ; the 
^hiinMfPCK^g^fSttpesisliiion'i^^ tbiowadotmic 
Ibe ;{%i]ieul^m Dugon bowed Bgaia belbft tbe 
Mtkr-idfti^! frta^ Fliweti fled &om bis vnb^ 
^ItjdTf ; . asA ;bfiii9ei /' triimpbMg o^er priaei^ 
fgHitmi m,^ ^mffXB,'' 4ihe smghby Lord of om 
i$)i}fiflitlo» 19 smd^ bavH$ see» '' his plea^mre oa 
^ fVfiiaiesb ^Ajio .hate mscto li Aa^ eC thMi 

V )T:feM didf a&(&nigE iffoxk together for the ftdk 
ihMiitno|:j»oh preffietiou ^oiKoming the Me&« 
«ttb; edod^hiimafiiii^ never devised^ hratmu 
ihiiiiiiy jaev«.eKec^0ed^ a system of n^igiosr wMeh 
fOiild prevail m this surprisk^ mainer agaiifft 
tJfteTBBEaus: fi^pssitioiis^. ^widteb at e^i^ jfMttt 
dSMtffadit. WeUinxogritfae Aspo^le my, '^^tTaatii 
tiMBted against hope.'' It mts against afl eartifl^ 
hnHp^ tib^ he^ irbo wore the ^embfamce of Hre 
iMBeatiof ifae. people^ shoidd be 'fiie iSavibnrtif 
tboidmiiiersal mnrhl; it'irad against all eartUy 
]|B§pe>>t^t the Deity sboi^Id 'w^SMiigly titidet'- 
gbiiheLjdiarpisst pangs of mortadityi to tecon^^ 
cAaa/t^&Ueit creatine to th^ oSGhaded Ch^-^ 
ateao 'But bfeyond bnpis, as it was, and beyattd 
cflifc|Bebni8ioii, as^ 4 igrsdat measuk^e fvgnmi ^ 
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lb, of tbeikot ire vmj wst M^Med. The awr 
baiNEMntor of Heaven came^dowii on earthy MtA 
Immglit witb Imn the jcndentials <rf his mifft^^ 
dear and abaohite. Let ua examiae them,— rfiw& 
Hieyare such aa the most pvewmptHOW in^. 
quiver wonld d»MUid; ludd^ connectiedj unco^ 
ceptioniMe evidenee. They consist of the fiiil* 
fihnent of prophecy^ and the p^ormanea of 
mifaoles. In Jesus, prophecies^ seenungjy.tbq 
moat oontradictory^ were fulfilled ; aiidbyJ€»u% 
miracles the most powecfol. in their nature^ land 
the most benevolent in their purpofOj WQi;a 
wrought; and that too, not in secrecy and darl^« 
ness, not in the presence of a few partiftllbU^M^ 
MS, but in open day, and before the fai^e^.of 
wondering multitudes. These miracles wer<; 
moreover of a nature in which the witnesfsas 
amid not be deceived ; all the senses of. men epn«- 
Bti<»ted them judges of the performance* The 
multiplied loaves and fishes were seen, smd fd^ 
Ntaid tasted, by thousands of hungry spectators. 
Hie tsxippla fioom his mother's womb, the blind, 
dhe deaf, and the dumb, firom.tiie cmdle^vf^^ 
fieafed of theit infirmities in sigbtrof mimeroqs 
-acquaimtances. The dead .Lazarus wa^ pa^(4y 
fhsf/the all-compellmg word, from., the.sesuldb^ 
rmi the ptesenee of them who had buried ;him, 
taitd coming forth in the. very Hveryjof.tl^ll^fcfi^ 
mH^.restsned^ffilti^lipaie $0;%?f/7r|ii|^^ 
tef iiia(9aMlit :The!^ewffih.xulf r»^ J*r^ti«Sl 
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iBfteat^tlie'raper4miiiflu age&ejrby wU«ii!ih6Mf 
wond^ri^rweiis p0ttf»fmei; but nt<diite ini tMr 
^6ked^ detena^M^ibii to tejeet s wvelstioBr i6. 
oj^pmfte id thl4r own dpinioiw anod desirefl cf 
ri^gion, tiie]r uttaribitted the pmrbr . of > J«siai . to^ 
ti&ig ' cHMipefatiott* ef tb€^ evil oae. Blii^ andiia^ 
Attiiftttd ff^hV bow ^biild they TeconcUe IM 
fe^evoleBt'tiendency'Of nH bis actions with the 
iMlignantf cruelty of msQi^tiiic^^ 'enemyf 
W^e'til^ compassionate teais wbfeh flowed tm 
tJHe chilffiess widow; was the ifestcnration of sight 
td the blitid, of i^6ngtk to the ittipolent/of '1^ 
l^t of truth to '' tfaem that sat in dtekness^'* 
i^onisistent with the deep, damaatioiv of thsM 
aifibitioiis principles which WM>ugfat our faM 
Were the plx)nipt obedieifce and meek humilitif 
tiftheldwly Jesus in' barmoily with tibat u»haK* 
I6wed thirst fbr eiii'pire/whicb dartd Hie sugfat 
and niajesty of the Lord God of" Sabaoth»ti>pflih 
-pma^l contest? Excellent was oui^ SafiohtrTs 
^mwet ; ^ a kingdotn ^vided agttiuM itsdf t^a- 
iixX stand.'* Deseivedly did he ^ brand as ate 
ti^aStaist the Hdlf Ghost, ^e fbulesi Iflas^ifBmJr 
Irhibh oyer aspersed his offiee, ^BxA it Wftfae 
^cum^tance of his death wMeh bi(S lAaggdwA 
the belief bf many a caviller i and yet hadlaie not 
stdS^ired as bfe did Sttifer/had be not '^ hadbM 
liims^even iuil6 the dealb df the^eiwtor: Jvraa 
€iidi not have been the Messiah, ^flie #i)oilltod 
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Enr BoA nsaaiSce, itn$j be^ tluiti 
cannot CM^^Mkeai either hmr tin attaiiJ; of 
Adaaa caa attach to m^ or the detpwajsimkemh 
M88 whidi God has shed avMuid tiie «wftd 
atOMOMnt wfai^ firtes ne fom it ; Imt I cott^ 
8ider» that "^ God aeeth not as nan Metk^r tint 
Ae poposea of the Ahnighty are not ameaaWfc 
to the tribunal of hamaa lat i op aK ty^ and afiter 
haifh^ reci^gaiaod the woMoffi of a aoperiar 
ftmtat tittoqghont Ae vAoh ef the nuracndeae 
diqieinnlioQ> I know that it beeomcB the duty 
ef redeemed hanuBity to bow andto obey. Tht 
Ihith which leati on eTidouce ia like the JboMe 
hnilt ofen e eadcv defying the Tiafanoe ef msA 
and waves* Fram the croaa ef derist I haim 
leohed back npnn his er^oiftlal hisfany : I hsw 

had the paiAicnian noaided by witnessas wheae 
testj aao ny I have enawied and feimdiiifegibteig 
I have had tite-ttuth of his jK¥ine^mtbi»ri|y cwjr 
Toyed te «y underatan^fo^ by mgwoeet distil- 
fiilable* and to n^ heart lyr that whieh I kwn- 
biy daem Hm aanctificatien ef the Hdy SpisH^ 
and: thus benigHkdfeotaaByjnd^piri^ 
.irinced ivf .«veiy iaft nbted in the iaeathttaUe 
^fnbwM of nqr &iih» is it beeaoM tt« iSecfiiP 
win diarirt, and the Seoiniui wSl taBaUfb thift 
the inearanlion ef daily a a eiMtwi s Mfpomfgokdi 
^benaeptaan^ thntlram to bid: amagr/ fimatMftutt 
ti»taMKui%nllt|ie coteolaftioB^ andiffldkib satrug 



Mmth mhUAiABtmcarmi^ dkd to pre- 

imitate I j& it» becauM tli^ Tita94ik)e ftmUtiMi 
Ui liie Mptaring infidel ^rould stoma the starry 
dMitdeli, tiittt I am to league nysdlC to his hoper 
la$» Vi^aifinre ? No, there are fegiiHis inacceftsi^ 
We 40 famaji imteUeeit; there are oKmnoUg urbi^ 
tjb«r hfunannpi^heosiim cmnot mug its flight; 
thane «arB oluneg in which tiie waun pinions lef 
the jaodfira Icraia ^lU mete in aiflr* Yeib ive 
alfx>^ Mf Clmatiaii Fiknde, ha^e our ea^er aai 
wmfinng printaples; our eagemess is to lean 
(f 4he<tmtitaBat3s ia Jemsf smt f^jgixation, f^to 
^ worship God in spioritiuid in. trutlu" Weivil 
thwefdMne tester into .no speoalatioiis adiieh :tibye 
fiible idoes naimrnxmo^. iVe haire he^ toU, 
wui ire hdieve^dhat He, mhm was ^^caticified 
audar Eratilia fikte/ is that eternal Son of the 
^teinal Seiag^l^/wfamn^all^tfaii^s matm emateA, 
and^thathis^eKpiatticm.waa requisite lor ottr rei- 
demption from the bonds of sin and death, 
lliat tiiie 45ame pafisive ifidi:vidfial irho esptred 
ffiMioiit Jhe^wrMk i3f Jevusali^, and in the hn- 
gnage t^fonreieed '^waa dead and fanned/' its 
ibB g^bxions ;pffmn adio appeared ; in mijes^ 
liaei&lde &» 4tbe eoM^ension xyf jtbe mfetpken 
4iJi4*e^ cd^amm*^ ^and^hatHe^f^ ^ribo^seended 
Snto Mdl, 9nd the tl»d'4fey rose ag^^M^ from: ithe 
^^ead^^ is that rapranie 4ind evarlaptiag >Bon>^ 

vfehewab t0:^v^ett tiie martjvcSdiStephenfpnqF^^ 
in he hdieU diiin aaiid >th0 ^qseiitag faeaHreito, 

o2 
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" stttJng At the right hand of God in the glory 
of the Father/' We believe also that haying 
authority given him over all things^ '' he shall 
come to be our judge/' and while we consider this 
very circumstance as a corroborating proof of 
his Godhead, we think it among the choicest of 
the blessings which his advent has entailed 
upon us, that '' We have thus a high-priesf 
touched with a sense of our infirmities/' nor caq 
«the Scriptures be received and relied on as the 
rule of £Edth and practice, without implicit cxe^ 
dence being given to the whole of this impede- 
tant article. '^ Heaven and earth shall pass 
away," but there are '* words which shall never 
pass away/* and those words wherever they are 
recorded declare miost unequivocally the divinity 
of Christ, not in solitary, instances, but through^ 
out the whole ten^ of. their instructions* ^^ As 
the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so. is 
God and man one Christ." 

The divine nature however partially slum- 
bered in Jesus, while he wore the habiliments 
of mortality ; at times it broke forth £ro|n its 
trammels, and though as a man, a^ tried and 
tempted man, he contended with th@ jiriles . of 
the archangel, he cast out his adherents as.;^^ 
G)Qd. Bodily he was subject to the penaltie^^ of 
the flesh ; spiritually he was ^ee from corrupt 
tion and the tajnt of sin. His death .upon th^ 
ei^oss was therefore & natural death, though ^jt* 
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tended with a miracle. '' Haying cried witli a 
loud voice he said/ Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit, and having said thus, he 
gave np the Ghost." Here the miracle was not 
in his death, for to that in his human capacity 
be had subjected himself, but in his ability to 
utter a loud exctamation, after hanging so long 
on the cross, and at the very verge of disso- 
lution. Thus he, *' who was in the beginning 
with God, was God, was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us," fulfilled that remarkable prediction 
of Zechariah, '^ awake O sword against my shep- 
herd and against the man that is my fellow ! 
saith the Lord of Hosts." This awful hour 
finished the example he bequeathed to his dis^ 
ciples. He had previously taught them how to 
live, he now instructed them how to die. It is 
to this pmnt then, my hearers, I would sum- 
mon your earnest attention ; as men, as Brethren, 
and as Christians, it concerns you all. Are 
th&re any among them who now surround me to 
whom the example will not be useful? any who 
kneel at hid altars whom the blood of Jesus 
may not be efficient to save ? Black as may be 
your oflTences, by that blood they can be oblite- 
irated j hard :as may be your heart, belief and 
penitence may soften it ; and though death 
this houi^ should be your portion, there i^ a 
voice which speaks of comfort to you from the 
cross, ''This day shalt thou be with me in Pa^ 
radise." 
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t wSn detain joti, My Breilnren^ bat m' few 
iihiutes laiiget, Thiii is probably the last timd 
ib nHtybd permiitod tne to adiraift y<m ^^i and 
f hough tbe words bt a (Itrahger laay pass idly 
through your ters^ I wc»iild wisli to Impresil on 
your rMolleetioti tke ratemn iMsoti of thai 
martan^s service ; I would wish you to ibieditate 
oiot H in the stillness of itoUtude^ and to aet oa 
It in the avoeittions of sodety. The basy seasoil 
*0f the year is pMi^d, and the approadmfg win^^ 
t&r, affording a rela^atidn ttoiA the urgent ooew» 
pations of the wortd> win give yoii time for the 
Contemplation of your Saviours mortal character* 
Search then the Scriptures^ and lay the precious 
example to your hearts till it warm and quicken 
them. Live in the same charities in which he 
livedo and prepare to die with the same spirit of 
humility and forgiveness in which he died* 
Your's is the faith that profiteth ; youfs is the 
hope of glory ; your's is the boon of salvation i 
Set not these^ I beseech you, on the hazard of a 
die, by tempting the Lord your God too long 
with yotir preference of a life of pleasure to A 
life of piety. " God is love ;" be assured that 
neither parent^ nor brother, nor consort, not 
friend, can love you as your Saviour loves — '' fot 
greater love has no itaan than this> that he lay 

* l*his was the last Sennon preacW at St. John's New* 
ibutdland by the Author. 
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dowa 1^9 life for his friend i'*^— for yea and for 
jmt children that Saviour died upon the tree, 
ted every agony which ]^e endured may yet re* 
vAOYe mxi eternity of misery from you. O cru* 
cify him not a&esh hy your ingratitude, hut 
moulding every thought and action to his will, 
make '^ your prc^ting appear to all/' so shall 
you be in communion wiUi the saints and angels, 
who proclaim, ^ worthy is the Lamb that waa 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdomj^ 
add honour, and glory and blessing, for ever and 
ever." Amen* 
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ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 



f. 



1 COK. XV, S5. 

How are the dead raised up, and with wltat body do they 

come? 

It is remarkable that one of the principal diffi- 
culties which St. Paul encountered in the prapa- 
gation of Christianity arose from the unwilling- 
ness of both Jews and Greeks to believe this 
capital article of the Christian faiths the resur- 
rection of the dead, bs prefatory to that of the 
life everlasting. Men, sufficiently inclined to 
believe in the immortality of the soul, were yet 
strongly averse to the doctrine which implied 
its reunion with the body ; nor could they mth- 
out great difficulty be convinced, that it could 
Iby any possibility be a blessing to the pure and 
emancipated spirit^ to be again^ connected with 
that gross and perishable material^ which had, 
during its earthly existence, so shackled its as- 
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pirations^ and confined its faculties. The ques* 
tion of the text^ the apostle therefore puts 
into the mouth of the caviller, and in his memo* 
rahle answer to it^ displays all that clearness of 
judgment aiid precision of reasoning for which 
his eloquence is so universally remarkable. He 
shews that the antitype of man s death and re- 
surrection is a thing of daily reaurrence^ and^ 
by the striking analogy of the fructification 
of the dead seed^ proves that this doctrine would 
not be repugnant to reason^ even if it did not 
rest upon the solid basis ot revelation. 

'' That which thou sowest^ is not qiiiQk*- 
ened except it die, a^d that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not that body that sJudl be, but bare 
grain, (it may chanc6 of wheat or of some other 
gifain,) but God giveth it a body, and to every 
seed his own body,'* 

To the startling, but interesting question, 
then, how are the dead raided up? \i will surely 
to Christian men be a sufficient answer, that they 
are to be raised up by the same power th^t 
create them> the eternal and almighty power 
of God. To onmipotence iall things are possible^ 
but in the resurrection of the dead God does 
«ot transcend the precedent of his former power, 
nor put forth a mightier agency than that 
which he has employed in the construction, arid 
daily employs in the perpetuation, of the race of 
man. Is it l^s difficult to create than to revive ? 
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Is it esste* to form a liviiig amLintfi^geiri: beii^ 
out of the d«t of the eardi, than it is to i^Hsei- 
iMe liie materiab w&en tbef ace disadTed, aod 
restoM them to their pristtne shape and atii^ 
i&ation t Is it easier to provoke light out of 
darkness, substance out of chaos, Ufa out of 
nothingness, thsii to resuscitate the mouldering 
dwpse by the same agen^ that formed> and 
i«ared> and upheld it from ite mother's womb' t 
ts it eairi^r by a word to ereate, and by a mdre 
act of volition to sustain, this universal frame, 
and the myriads tiiat inhabit it> than it is to re- 
Mil tbe sleeping tenant from tibe grave, and in 
his proper body summon hinrto judgment? 
No, My Brethren^ the very questiim seen^ au:^ 
insult to his power, *' in whose sight a tluMsand 
years are but as yesterday ; who tumeth man U^. 
destruction" till it please him to say, ^^ oome 
itgidn, ye ohildren of men !" But God in hisin^ 
finite mercy has not teft this important fact la 
deductions of reason alone. He has cmrobo^ 
rated and confirmed her inferences by the most 
express and sublime of revelations, '^^ I am tSie 
i^esurrection, and the lifeT saith the Lord* 
** Whoever liveth and believeth* in me shaft 
never dieT As Christ in Mi human oapadty.^ 
suffered the utmost pains and indignities in Mlfe 
and death, to show all his followers thatao^od^ 
nesS'igould exempt from temporal siifii^ring: the 
hfilrs:4af mortaU49'; BO>in his hamfiui sha|>^lie. 
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MitaUe x^cof d how (Aey obo shottM be *' caiMA 
iqi.-' It i» ihtriloie. My Bwtbreit> lh«t we eve 
m tbeapofitkfB pfaraM '^ btpticed to the d^^ ;'^ 
it is therefore that we aMent te this sacred and 
ioflneutial creed at that holy tite, and being 
Ghrietianlf initiated Jurte the W4tt*ld^ we pray to^ 
ito Almighty Rnler^ that being by the tenure <tf 
hrattnity '^ made pavtabers of the death of Ue 
Sob, we shall also he pattakers ci hia result 
teotion/' 

Having thni^ My Friends, seen '' hmo the dead 
are raised up/' we arrive at the lecond ela«se of 
the enquiry, '* and with what body do they 
comet' Not assuredly with tiaiet corrupting 
^d eorrnptible body m which the seeds of de-> 
etrnctjon were sown before it was bom into the 
worlds not with that frail a&d fragile flesh which 
once, fettered iSm immimrtal dpirit, oloaded ita 
▼iiion, and repressed its noblest energies ; not 
witii that side and sinking firasie^ on whicfa, even 
in the hsppfest hour of its duration, disease and 
death were eharftcterided ; but with ar^enerate 
atid resuscitated body which, while it preserves 
Ae lde»tity> shall be divested of aU the infimii'* 
ties of its original birth> with a body of which 
^'-liie corruptible shall have put on inconuption,'^ 
the ^^ mortal shall have put on immortelity/' with 
a^body, which, ithough ^'sown in dieltonour> 
adi4l}:be uiis^ in glory," thtittgh ""sewil iii 
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weakness diall be raised in power ;'* with a body 
dhangeless and eternal, to appear before iiai 
Maker, and to pass from his tribunal, and by 
bis righteous judgment^ to a state of endless 
misery, or endless happiness. 

It appears then from the suggestions of resn 
son^ and more directly from the revealments of 
the Gospel, that every human body, which has 
Mcetbreathed this vital air, shall on one great 
day be reunited to its kindred spirit, that thd 
divorce which death imposes, be it for a million of 
years^ or be it for an hoiur, is yet but temporary^ 
and that when they meet again it shall be in an 
indissoluble connection. The circumstances 
under which this reunion shall take place, and 
the consequences upon it are by the word of 
God .most awfully described. SU John speaking 
of the day of resurrection^ which in a vision he 
had seen, tells .us, ^' I saw a gceat white throne,^ 
and him that sate on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heavens fled away, and there waa 
foraid^no place for them; and I saw ijbte dead 
both small and great stand before God ; and tiie 
books were opened; and another book wa^ 
opened which is the book of life, and the dead 
w^efe judged out of those things whicdi wevb 
wiustten in the book, according to their works^^ 
ibadj thbjoea i>9avje 1 up' the d^ad tlmtiiileeceani ^k^ 
afod dmth and hadestgavb up the^d^ad ihfA wen^ 

^letty^and; they Were judged/eyfery niim^7ftcK 
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ooording to his works ; and whoeror was not 
£>und written ia the hook of life was cast into 
the lake of fire/*' It is evident then^* My Bre* 
threuj that whatever change - is operated upon 
the hody at its resurrection, the good and etfl 
deeds with which it stood associated upon earth, 
will at that awfiil hour he held in remembrance ; 
no change- will take place m the memory ef these. 
They are no soon» committed than recorded m 
that fearful volume, which in the presence of 
Grod, of men, and angels, shaB he opimed> ex^ 
posed, and closured, by a judgment which can« 
not be deceived, and by a sentence which* can 
never be mitigated. .: « / 

There are two things of immeasurable impor** 
tance, that we learn from this revelation of St. 
John. The Arst is the minute account which is 
kept of all our actions, and the second^ the ne- 
cessitrf of our names being found written in the 
book of life unto salvation^ ' The first of these 
fidbould teach us the most> unremitting imd asfio^* 
diious care in the fulfilment of every morsd duty ^ 
the last should direct our tremUing steps 'to 
Him who alone can intercede efilcaciously*for 
biir sins ; who has shed his precious blood that 
th^ may be blotted out, and can give us en^ 
trance upon that Volmne which contains ^tiie 
names- of Uibse wIk>> for his sake, are ^redeemdt 
ftom perishing, to everlasting Kfe;" Now, iny 
h^arjers, as by the last doctrine wci are taiigfai 
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tlMit H 1$ Ibr iii^ Mtke And ttooug^li hit mwiiiitiMi 
tkut w« must bemved^M liy the ftuBtit is iiAm^ 
ted thit we must \» co-operators with hkti*iii oar 
flalrfttkm. '^ By tbo grace of Jeaus OhiSat," say« 
St. Peter, ^'^ we israst be aaved f but Gkidibrfald 
t&aft we should ^ sm that ^face may alKHBid/^ 
Do wfaftt we can lu the paths of honesty and 
yjrtue> enough of ivce and imqoitK w411 r^Ham 
10 poor h«maii]t}r^ to ^xesoise the patifooe i^ 
to need the £cMrgi?eiiess af our hea^venly SW<)ha& 
jQiace^ thovgh it be offered to i^iuner^/ wiM be 
b€«^ow^ 4>n none hut audi as abj^sqs their ,9ios 
with abasie and sorrow, aad datermiw to/' ain 
no more/' '' A patirat continnaaiee m weHf* 
doing," m at least ancfa aatatetof mind as would; 
if penoittedi ^Tentuate in at, is iieee«sai|r t^a ae^ 
^sqitioi^ and implied in an acceptadrepentaiic^; 
a true and livdy faith^ (and faith wjt|iQii^;iiw^ 
ia dead) will mfvariably prodqce lioth p^wtenisa 
and reformation. '' The tree that par^d^cptili 
mA good fruit is hewn down and Ihrawn int^ 
the ir^;" and the foolidi ayteophant, who ofietth;^ 
f' LiCHrd^ Lord,** while ha vaglects his eomniand^ 
wwiBs will hOTie bis portion with them of wbwi 
God has declared ; '' i^ people hoilokireitb >aiif 
with their lips, bat thdr heart is £urifrom piaJFi 
' It w/ui a iusdf ^alehrated sag^ia^ ol4Miie;«^4lia 
}9^f»i.ik% Bonia» JEsmpanirSiithat '' mUti&^^niA 
t^ VMxr vice consisted ip santimeitfy^ 'bi|ft>Lfi 
actiw;'' and it is most emp|i»tiQa|ly taie>^ 
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(Sliriitiamtjr, tfasii idtibcwgh it ia Aitdigioft ^f tbt 
hstat, it wgaxis wMtunrnto no fiorihcor ^m m 
tii^ «»em to infiiieDiM omdufit^ Wt^Me il0rii»4 
it j» true^ to ^ keep ihe btMrt iiriith all diligeBcs^" 
but wlxy t the Bane rarse cmtaim the rMsottj 
because. ^^ imt of.it ftre.tlie issues of life." Our 
Smdoor bas cAmmaaiied us, upoa tbe aftmepttor 
dqale^ to xsprees idcioau desires, because tbey 
onfy ^muit oppottumtgr to tenoitttfee in '¥k^ans 
aetiens. 

'. Lastljr^lfyJSretbreQ^ I bsYe to ohB^ve that js 
gfiiigTnn is tbe -mc^er of ;good wosks^ Bod tbe 
guide of jBOBduct^ so Is sbe the isweetener of tili^ 
aud'the iHdy true eossokr lof human afflictioiis* 
Bt jrevertiiig to fhis |^at acfcicle of a CUuistiaa'a 
fioth, tbe nsunreetiou of the dead, what an au^ 
tidote iaimpplicid to every.eaitkly, evsrypossi* 
bte^eabumtgrl Are vne prone to envy our supe*^ 
mats, m ^weal%iu power, mr iu aujriother atlaributo 
of'pmaperitf; let us reelect thst Hiese sUtediii<> 
dinbials arc Vke ourselves, but dust ^aud asheai 
that' like the poor beggar they must lie douru m 
the 'decays and d;ii^races of the tomb, that '^ the 
wovm shall feed sweetly on them/' and '^ tbe 
fiace that knew them must know them no more,"" 
Hbw\poor, how paUry, how unworthy of an im^ 
mbrial soul, is thfit ambition^ whioh can look no 
fyrtfaer than this iueT]<»bile bourne to teiopiwal 
iB^lelidouDs t How grand and gratifying and sub.^ 
is t3ie hope'v^hieh^ bursting beyond the 
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barriers of space and time^ and guided by the 
certain light of revelation, expatiates in eternity I 
Blessed, thrice blessed be that merciful and eter- 
nal Comforter, who has iCBttoltd lorhis erring 
creatures this all-mighty consolation! Blessed 
be his name for all the edmforts which in this 
world's e^dowmep^ he has poured upiuii; us; 
but blessed above all for the animating £uth 
which teaches us to look beyond it 7 Blessed is 
every affliction that weans us from a too fond 
idolatry of things by their essence transitory and 
perishable, and fixes our minds with a Christism's 
confidence oii the resurrectioh of the just ! And; 
O! when that day, that great and retributive 
day, arrives, may we, by faith, by deeds, by the 
tenor of our long past lives, be prepared to meet 
it ; and when the dead be raised up, and we be 
changed from csorruption into inc6rruption, may 
the bodies, with which we come before the; 
jiidgm^t seat of Christ; be reunited td:8anlftr> 
ek^an^d by his blood, and saved^ ^by his ioteorM 
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SERMON XXIII. 



THE BREVITT AND RESPONSIBILITT OF 

HITMAN LIFE, 



ISAIAH XXXVIII. 18, 19. 

Ra^ tie grave cannot praise thee ; Deaih ct^mot celebrate 
thee : they that ga down into the pit cannot declare 
thy truth ; But the livings the livings he shall praise 
thee as I do this day ; and the father to the children 

" shall make known the goodness of the Loril. 

It is one of the iagtinctiire weaknesses of the 
Inimanmiiid to shrink from the contemplation 
of death ; it is one of the hardnesses of the 
humisii heart to remain practieaUy and essentkdly 
unbiassed by that contemplation, when, in the 
dissolution of a neighbour or an acquaintance it 
obtrudes itself on our thoughts ; it is one of the 
fiu^ts made manifest by the book of nature that 
Yie shall all die ; it is one of the facts revealed 
to us by the book of grace, that we '^ shall not 
die etemaUyr A due consideration of these two 
facts cannot fail to make us perceive the folly 
and sinfulness of the two foregoing propensities, 

R 
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namely, the weakness Ythick txam with fadrror 
from eyery prospect of the tomb ; and the hard^ 
ness of heart which prevents the consciousness 
of approaching death from infliiendng our living 
conduct. 

The text which I have chosen for the illus- 
tration of thes^ premises^ is the reflection of an 
inspired writer, and contains in it the very essence 
of sound policy and wisdom. It comprehends 
an eternal truth, and a most clear and natural 
inference. The truth is asserted in the first 
verse, addressed by the king of Judah to his Grod. 
'* The gravo cannot praise thee, death cannot 
celebrate thee ;*' the inference follows. '* But tl^e 
livings the living, he shall praise thee, as i do 
this day, and tl\e father to the children sl^aS 
make known the goodness of the Lord." 

I> Fr^m the: book of revelatio49b we giSjtheiK tl^ 
foUowiogparticuL^rSr The&rbi44wi|iiit,w]M?i^ 
oqnvc^ed U^ our &rst parents the; k^owle^gHt ^ 
gpod Wid «vil, iMonftW; «pffft tj¥«M^«#aiid'fflfcy 
ta^ed OQ their s«0Qe«S9rs tb#)d»Qai ^ ^imAhmA 

9k cwrt^ptpd i^tiit^ of n^im^. NetT^thidauk thft 

Alwigh^ wcmld n^t entirely ^rsft^e the^lgivoMf 

itw w«rl^ of 1^ ^m^n He inrQmnied toi Tis^ 
mm duf ing his mgsx at her ^oh6dite9M», that 
^Mm aeed should bruise this sei^pent's heftd," & 
pjMimse whieb ii^as fii}£U«d h(y the aeM^tcil 
ato«leiMWi of 9ur ^amiirj, who «g^ ^ hirouflrt 
li£i^ luid icHiRPrte i > 
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Tlfe fiuller «f tlM faatMn nefe, before he te^ 
ftfiled PiamSist, dwdii in a itate of contiiitial 
prace and joy. His ddigkted sprit comreiMd 
witit big Mi^er in prayer md thaaksg^vmg ; Us 
body ^as free from t&e attacks of pain and sklc- 
ness^; no passions agitated^ no fears alarmed 
Mia ^r and, to eonsiminutte hm pearfeefc happiness; 
% fit eoavpanioi^and partaker of Ubswaadknred 
him in a. being formed from himaeV^ a loving^aad 
beloved wife. You all know> My Brethren^ hoit 
tbese bright pitispeets of pemoiial felkity were 
raddenly ovi^doudcad by the insidioua arte of 
onr eternal enemy; yon all know the &tal story 
of onr ancestnd fiaffl ;^ how the temptation of the 
<^vtA spirit prevailed over female vanity ;: how 
<iie sednctive inflnence of his partner waa first 
employed to tke detriment of maa^ and how 
tiiey both tramgressed the eommandnmnt of 
their muniAceat Creatw, whci waa not t& be pf o^ 
voked with impanity; The woman^ timi flsst 
oaffi^nder^ was eefideaiin)sd beneelmrwanl ^to bring 
ibtHh he^ dnlfeen in ^rrow f" and to Adam Aie 
Almi^ty said; ^* because thon hast hearkened 
mito Hb^ Yoike off thy wiib, and hast eaten of 
tin^ tree wimreof i commanded tlwe^ mjiag, 
then Aalt not eak thereof^ eumed is die grotaid 
for tiiy sake; ia sorrow shait <Aiott eat of it'^ 
tti^days of thy We, thorns idsa and Aastiesslmll 
iti prodnee to thee/ and? tiiott shidt eat tim heiib 
of the field. In the sweat of thy fiiow shilt 

r2 
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thou eat breads till thou return unto the ground, 
for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust thou art, 
and unto dust shalt thou return." Thus was 
unerring justice vindicated; thus was man driven 
from paradise^ and compelled to till the ground 
which had hitherto produced spontaneously for 
his subsistence ; thus was he condemned to la- 
bour, and to endure the pains and penalties, the 
sorrows and death, which are now the universal 
lot of mortality. 

The wickedness of man has not however 
raised an insuperable barrier to the exercise of 
the mercy of God; the wondrous expedient, 
which at once satisfied the justice and evinced 
the mercy of the Father, is the atonement n^cte 
by^the Son, who in the voluntary sufferings of 
his human nature, himself without sin, received 
the sins of the world by imputation, and dying 
a sufficient sacrifice, ^^ the just for the unjust,'* 
has become the mediator for all. Let us never 
then lose sight of '' so great salvation ;" let us 
never forget in all our speculations on eternity, 
that without this knowledge it will be fatal to 
encounter it ; that it is but by the influence of 
'' one name under heaven that man can be saved;" 
and that through the intercession of Jesus Christ 
alone, we are generally and individually recon- 
ciled to an offended God. One of the greatest 
blessings which we owe to the diffusion of the 
ever-blessed Gospel^ is the assurance of future 
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life and immortality^ It. is this abstirance that 
alone can prompt us to a '^ continuance in well^ 
doing ;" it is this that supports the pious Chris- 
tian through all the trials of this painful &c- 
-isteuce ; and it is this that restrains in the bud 
those secret crimes which the hkad of human 
authority cannot always repress. No conside- 
ration could possibly have more influence on 
:the conduct of men> than a firm belief of a future 
state in which they shall be respectively rewarded 
according to their present merits ; of a state^ in 
whidi the martyr shall receive his crown of un- 
dying glory^ and the poor Lazarus the shelter of 
the Patriarch's bosom ; of a state, in which the 
voluptuary shall feel the certainty of what he 
•feared but disobeyed^ and the infidel the truth 
of what he contemned and defied ; of a state, in 
which the good and bad shall be divided^ '^ the 
mighty shall be put down from their seat/' " the 
humble and meek shall be exalted/' ^' the mer- 
ciful shall receive mercy," and '^ the peace-ma- 
kers inherit the kingdom of heaven for ever and 
ever-" And O ! My Brethren, did these salutary 
reflections only influence us as they ought ; 
could we but cause the omnipotency of faith to 
,bear steadily on this mighty argument ; could 
we but bring the weakness of our minds so much 
under subjection as to set death continually be- 
fore us, and the hardness of our hearts to con- 
fer the resurrection firom the dead, in all its 
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terrots «fid in aD its glories ; htm itii^xdficaiit 
and impotent would be that overweemng «ptil 
which BOW binds and fitscinates us to thewoddt 
hxm wortblew would appear its prondcst ^a- 
joyramtat bow ftidl and fleeting ite feiijeit piioa^ 
pnityl how dangerous its affluence i how subtle 
its temptations! how wicked and detestable 
many of its cherished pleasures { Heartless^ hol- 
low^ transient are they all. - Even in this life the 
minion of fortune can have no real security tx 
the permanence of his richest possessions. Ca« 
lamities of various sorts beset and endanger 
them, tibe violence of the enemy, the perfidy of 
friends, the storms of the ocean, the ravages of 
fire, and ten thousand unforeseen accid^tits may 
destroy them. But above all^ the seeds of de- 
structibility are in the vitals of their possessor; 
and charged and chartered as he is with this 
world's blessings and endowments, death is ch^ 
metered on every feature ; and while he lords 
it down the stream of pleasure^ high in healthy 
in affluence, and in authority, still vibrates on 
his ear the melancholy knell, ** dust thon art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return !" 

But in no situation will the disciplined Clujs- 
tian shrink from the contemplation <^ deaths 
which can alone translate him from hope to re- 
ality, from transitory joys to endless feUdty. 

It is indeed a pleasing though ah awful sub^ 
j€rct for meditation. Pleasing, to think ihat 
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tiumg^ iuk be the night and dreary tfce nmSi, 
iSke: Sun of xiglrt^ovnoflBs will dawn iipoa i(^ and 
li^ the weary wanderer ta tiie realms ihU 
shall receive him as the heir of promise and 
etennity ; aWfbl, to eonaider that the best of ua 
is &r from perfect, and that ^* we must work out 
our salvation with fear and trembling/' When^ 
ever then we follow the body of a departed 
brother to the grave, let the feeUngs of that 
solemn hour remind as of our frailty, and pre«* 
pare us for the awful change. Let us rdSect 
that the very dust and ashes strewn on the in* 
sensate clay, were 6nce our fellow creatures^ and 
perhaps a few years since were animate with 
youth and beauty. Neither let us suffer these 
impressions to expire with the words of the 
service that creates them, nor confine them to 
the days of mourning which follow the melan- 
oholy bereavement; but let us be brought by 
them to a determined and systematic change of 
eonduct. Convinced with the Royal Psalmist 
that ^' man is like to vanity, and his days are as 
a shadow that passeth away," let us no longer 
grovel in the dust, no longer devote our whole 
tiioughts and most serious attention to those 
concerns> which are '^ of the earth earthy," but 
let us turn th^oi to the light of heaven : let us 
make ready what is '' corruptible to put on in- 
eorruption, what is mortal to put on imioilor^ 
tality;" so shall we find in thatgpieat andiel- 
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jAlpi^iif^y oi the Loxd, when '' the world aair'aS 
Yfjffch it inherit shall dissolvej" when the ^' ele^ 
ments melting with fervent heat, and the dread 
4trumpet, sunuaoning the tomhless apirits unto 
judgment^ shall give warning that '' time afaall 
he nq more/' then shall we find that ^' what h 
sowu in dishonour is raised in glory, what is 
90wn in weakness is raised in power." 

!E|Ut the most efficient reflection which ocea* 
sions of this kind are calculated to excite is the 
inference of I^iah : 

II, That since ^' the dead cannot praise tiiehr 
Creatpr/' siqce the sepulchre doses on this 
eventfiil scene of trial, and " they that go dcfwii 
Into the pit cannot declare his truth, the living, 
the living he shall praise God, and the fiither 
to the children ^hall make known the goodness 
of the Lord.'' 

And first. My Brethren, look back, I conjure 
you, not only on your own lives, but on those of 
your acquaintaince who are now perchance no 
more. Remember the giddy gaiety of some of 
those thoughtless and dissolute companions of 
your mis-spent hours, who have sunk before 
you into an early grave with all their imperfec- 
tions on their heads, with all the malignancy of 
nnrepented sin, and the fatality of hard^ied unbe* 
Uef upon them, cut off for ever from, the hopes 
of that sacred volume which on earth they ne^* 
gl^eted or: d^rided> severed by an impassable 
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^Qlfiirfrbm^ttll^Xscniiinitit^caiidiywith t^^ goodand 
lulppy; what'^^uld fh^e give to' be^ as ye now 
kse, spared but a little^ b^forie ye ^' go bence and 
ate no »more seen." To be^ as ye noW are^ a litm^ 
ittostration of God's patience and long-sufferings 
hsiviiig still an opportunity of profiting by their 
sad example/ of " receiving God's Holy Spirit, 
and of amending your Uves according to his 
hdly word f Oh, be melted and subdued by 
the tenderness of this exceeding mercy ; break, 
break ^' the stony heart of sin within you/' and 
give yourselves up in unreserved submission to 
the offered instigations of that Spirit, and to a 
practical obedience to that redeeming word. 
Stnffer not the warning voice which rises from 
tbe tomb of your departed friends to plead to 
y&a : in vain, nor let its solemn admonitions be 
drowned in the vortex of dissipation however 
brilliant, or in the call of business however ur- 
gent, of £u: secondary importance. Tell me not 
that you are young and prosperous and healthy, 
knd that in the eve of life you will listen to 
these funereal lectures. ^'As a thief in the 
Slight," ^all the hour of death come upon you, add 
who can *' certify you how long you have to live T 
TDefl nie not, that to-day you will taste the 
fiweets: df pleasure and of sin, and to-morrow 
you will mourn' in sackcloth and in ashes, and 
«dbirm^and pray. Tell me tiot that it is always. 
in y4iar |H^wer to stiep^flrom iiapiety to religion. 
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bat iuw, even Mw, accept tiie grace 6he ci%rs 
yoQ» and dally not whh the forbeanmoe of 
your God. Attend to these moAitioii8> and 
death itself shaU teach yott a lessofer of deeper 
wisdom than the profoundest search of sdratce 
can dicit. To learn this lesson^ plam and pal* 
pable as it lies open to your investigation, re^ 
quires neither genius nor erudition, but a just 
and feeling heart And what is this lesson? 
Simply and dearly this — the brevity and uncer* 
tainty of life, the worthlessness of all sublunary 
acquisitions, and the consequent necessity of an 
attention to eternal things. To know the world 
is held even by philosophy to be the perfection 
of human knowledge. But, alas ! we may be 
acquainted with its modes and customs, we may 
be bred in the school of science and of art; we 
may be adorned by literary acquirements, soft* 
ened by the graces, polished by travel, and 
skilled in courtly phraseology ; we may be on 
the one hand, the perfect lawyer, statesman; 
and historian, and on the other, the standard 
of polite excellence, the very '^ glass of fashion 
and the mould of form/' and yet, in regard to 
any real knowledge of human nature, be in a 
state of blind and barbarous ignorance. ^' Eyed 
may we have and cannot see, ears also and we 
cannot hear, understandings and we cannot com^ 
prehend." To know the world is not to be ac* 
quainted with its surface and its external httbits ; 
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but ^ fexame ita vamUeii and to calculate its 
wort2ito00Bes(i. To know the w<udd ib to know 
it as a iUvemified raid to a fiituie immortality 
of hapfiiiieas or mis^y; to know that ita enjoy- 
rneata are transients and their indulgeBce dan-> 
geroiis ; to know that ita lore ia fickle, ita firiend- 
ahip &lae; ita wiadom fidlible, ita proaperity 
mutable, and ita annihilation certain; to know 
that ita '^ &your ia deceitful and ita beauty Tain,** 
and that they only who £ear the Lord ahall 
thrive from having lived in it. In thia aenae, 
and thia ia the aenae in which the Goapel and 
the gjpave unite in teaching ua to know the world, 
the pioua but unlettered Christian, who has 
paased hia quiet daya in meditation and devo^ 
tion, remote from campa, and courts, and citiea, 
may posseas more aound and usefid knowledge, 
than the wily politician, the enlightened traveller, 
or the ingenious philosopher. 

But thia view of life and death and immor- 
tality ia not tb teach ourselves only to praise 
God as I trust with the Prophet, we do thia 
day^ but, '^ the &ther to the children shall 
make known the goodness of the Lord/' And 
can we. My Beloved Friends, find a subject 
jaaore inviting, a theme more animating, a dis- 
course more becoming to the parent'a tongue, 
than the praiae of his own and his children's Be- 
liefactor? Look we upwards to the heavens, 
or .downwards to the earth, whether we behold 
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tlie magni&ettt and stany canopy abgve^ or tke 
bvoad and peopled theatre beneath, whether we 
trace the arm of Onmipotence ia the regulation 
^f this univerfial frame, or his moral agency in 
the human imnd, shaU we not find an object of 
adoration, in the attribute of endless, 8lee]^i 
power 9 And how much higher, My Brethren^ 
should it exalt our every idea of the pa'fections 
of the Deity,. how should it mingle with our 
awful veneration the warmest tenderness of 
filial love, to reflect that with this almighty power 
is combined the attribute of infinite and ever 
active mercy ! To reflect that he, who, amid 
the terrors of Mount Sinai, thundiered on the 
rebellious host of Israel, dwelleth with the hum- 
ble and contrite; that he who ^' sitteth between 
the Cherubim," whose time is eternal, whose 
throne is the space, whose empire is illimitable, 
'' hideth not his face ^hen the afflicted cry,** 
that, he who reigneth above all powers, whose 
^' righteousness the heavens dedare, and whose 
glory all the people see/' is a Lord whose " mercy 
is everlasting, and whose truth endureth from 
generation to generation/' Thanks be to God, 
we yet have life to feel, and time to worship, 
and hearts to love him for his overflowing mercy, 
*^ There be yet left in Israel thousands who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal." And now. Oh ! 
Lord, most gracious, in the plenitude of thy 
loudness teach us to run with alacrity the way 
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of thy commftndmentd. Teach us white Ifvinig 
to offer up the acceptable sacrifice^ of a broken 
and devoted spirit^ the fervent orisons of a sub* 
dued and contrite Heart, '^ for the grave cannot 
praise thee^ death cannot cdebrate thee ; they 
that go down into the pit cannot declare thy 
truth, but the living, the livings he shall praise 
thee, as I do this day, and thus shall the father 
to the children make known the goodness of the 
Lord.* 
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PSALM liXXXVin. 10^ 11. 

* 

^jtf ihau shew uxmders to the deeid? Shall the dea^ 
arise and praise thee? ShaU thy loving kindness be 
declared in the grave ? Or thy faithfulness in cfe- 
struetioni 

SccH was the melancholy expostulation of king 
David with his Creator, when, stretdied upon; 
the bed of suffering and sorrow, he was in mo* 
mentary expectation of resigning his agonised 
spirit into the hands of God who gave it What^ 
ever«was the answer which the eternal spitit^ 
poured into the heart of the afBicted numarcii 
at this pathetic appeal ; whatever was the na|u» 
of that consolation which God voochsafed to 
him, we know to w a most satis&ctory reply ha& 
been accorded, and a practical affiimalion Yam 
been given, that God will shew wonders to iflie 
dead, that his loving kindness wiU be declared 
m the grave, and his faithfulness in destructiim. 
'' As in Adam all die, so in Christ shtfU all bd 
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made aHve/ is the great doctrine of tlie Christian 
revelation ; a doctrine which sets forth the real 
state of man in this wovkt, and proclaims him a 
candidate for liie honours of ionmortaiitj. All 
that we do. My Brethren> must he done with 
reference to this doctrine^ and we shall find it 
will aiipply a matire to human conduct applicA- 
Ue in all circumstances, and durable through all 
temptations. 

I diall now consider. My Bretiuren, first, what 
is the loving kindness* which the Lotd hath pro* 
mised to fais^ followers ; and secondly, hoW that 
toving-^kindness is shewed in the grave, and his 
Mthfulness proved in destruction, 

I. God's '^loving kindness" to Christians is 
not merely displayed in those general benefits 
smI blessmgs which, through whatever channel 
liiey come, w wilatever shape they assume, ar0 
still the gift of his hand; hut is implied in tf 
more especial manner in that gracious covenant 
mA his peiqple> by which he has promised on 
eesrtaoi cMi^timM to blot qvA aitt tbeiv sins> to re^ 
ammbap fiieiy miquitieg no mose^ and netwith*^ 
standing the transgressions of theiy ftx&iem^ and 
tiimnfielTes, ta sestore to^ them that kifigdoas 
whiolt wias^ prepared for them before the begins 
■sag af tiie woiAd, The messenger of this loving 
tmmtaoA was no sUier than tb8> Son of 6od, tli# 
sflEdioftit'was the UiMid of ow Loid and Saviom^ 
J^esite Cktist ; the tarms (tf it ate belief and peni- 
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UauB, e ven ta ttt i n g in Mimw Uks^ ^lel^j mA^yfys^ 
toe; tke ttm$3A of it is life e^exiMiis^f lo idl 
lKiiraen» wlia> after; '^ tiwy die inrilie lKHrd>^ re«l 
frind their labows^ and their works do foSkm 
them.'^ ^' He. that believeth in me/' sajfis out 
fiaviour, ^^ hath ;»ssed from death to Itfe^f . He 
has in his own mind a convictioii <^ his refd 
siiuation^.of which; no trials^ no pains^no teiracSy 
ean deprive him ; he knows that he .wasi a jniaet 
cable simier, that he was born with the taint; of 
smsodeepIjLConti:actedin his natm»» that .he 
was a child of wraths and liable to. eternal death 
and ecmdemnation. But he knows that to free 
him from that desperate condition his Rederautt. 
died, that haying risen again from the deadt>he 
has gone to prepare a place for them tfaat:loT!e 
Idm : that he is now at the right hand of God 
making intercession for him ; that^ when Christ 
•haft j^ppear again> he shall also appear with him 
Wgtory. • . . 

::tWhen the day of our Lord's sieverest trial and 
m^fcdlig drew nigh, and he was ahouil^ tif qwt 
by a d^ai^ of excruciating pain, that world whme 
sims had brought him to the crosSj^hesmpmoned 
his. few disciples around him and blessed them 
in these emphatjlo words ; '' Peace I leave with 
youj. my peace I give unto you; n&km^W 
iwrld, give I unto you; let not;yomrlie^>» 
troubled^ neither let it be afraid;"' Thi^ peaee 
of mind» My Brethren^ arising ;.frpm tl^e CQit-^ 



SBKAfaN XXIV. 

Uh i» iamth, ito most vilu&ble' traarare tint this 
irorUt coiitiiAs. it mliances every pkutuie dT 
hMlth^ 4uid ofliiienee, and prosperity^ and enaih 
USB its posttsflor to bear up against all the 
assaults of adrersity. Anhid all the changes and 
ohonces of tfais mortal life, it nevM fails to pBO^ 
d«ee a serenity and resignaticm equal to theit 
praSBute. It is i^tly compMed to '' the. goodly 
peaiA" Ibr which the mardiant gladly barters aH 
ills mmrchandke, and the landlord disposes, irf* 
his inherttance. From all temptatioiB it is a 
protection ; in all sorrows it is a comforter $ 
firoBi all vices it is a guardian preserver. It is 
the present angel in all the trouUed wateis of 
Hie soul> which allays thrar fermentation and 
hushes them to a calm. In idl our transactions 
with the world, it is the amulet of our int^rity ; 
it is the inhabitant of our homes, ^nd spreads 
its heavenly halo over our families and dotnes^ 
tll^s. No loss of wealth, or friends, tHr honours, 
b6t it alleviates ; no pain of body or iyf miad 
(the common penalties of humanity) but it ^ 
Sitiages ; and when, like our poor brother, whose 
body we are here to inter, we are " feeble and 
sore bn^nj" that 'peace of God, which passeth 
dl^ understanding, descends'with healing in 'itK 
iHngs, and'^pens wide those everlasting- ga^i^ 
2l£ which the King of glory is gone in, to his 
tried, and tempted, but approved follower. 
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Mtidi bodily pato, and isome mental.afflkldQii 
bUo, Jitteaded tkte daatib-bed of our deceasyed 
Ittetid, biitit is my bappimeas to areooni tbatiie 
vas aensible, as iomg as he «as fiensilde of aaaj 
aA^f o£ HiB Ioidng4dbdness of iJie Lavd^ aodf 
held fBot that integrity of faiths ^hieh, he as^ 
sured me^ had been the companion and ^nide 
and consolation of <ihe greater portion of his ok* 
Vtoioe. ^ In a little ivratii I hid my &ce.fi»at 
(iiee^ hut Vfith everlasting kindness will I laagm* 
mercy on thee^ sait^ the liOrd ihy Redeemer*^ 
Of this^ long before he died, he e9S|oyed an emi*" 
dence Uie most concluswe; and. I beiievB^at 
the last benevolent wish of his heart niay. be 
spoken in the words of the»amo prophet, that 
^'his children and children's children might ^he 
taught of the Lord and hxw peace itt &e Lo#d 
for ever r 

And now. My Brethren, I come to the s^condy 
and by no means die least important topic of tir)^ 
dlkioilrse, to shew how ^' Ike loving^kindnes^ oil^ 
the Lord is declared m the grave, and his iki/ik^ 
fulness even in destruction.'* 

There was a time in the history c^ man, i^ 
Brethren, in which it would be difficult to^at^g^io 
atid' impossible to prove the traf^ of t^s asse^ 
ti*to ; th^re was a time when the graw Wati^go* 
li^Ily looked upon, not only as the ^esld -ctf^ 
eattht^ labours, the Iwwffne from which lio* ^^'' 
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v^fier' returns, but as the consammatiott 
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d all bodily and spititiial existoioe. In th6se 
aga of darkness, Iiowever, there were some m^^ 
itances of good and glorious spirits who had an 
iofistind; presentiment of eternity. Friutt thm 
bonders of creation they inferred the &ct of a 
€^ator*s hand, and from its beneficent and oom^ 
prehensiire plan, they concluded that he who 
framed it, must be both aU-powerftd and all*) 
^ood. These presumed attributes of God tbef 
could ill reconcile with the seemingly Indiscri* 
minate lot of the wisest and most foolish^ the 
most monl and the most wicked of mankind/ 
They supposed that, if this were the only scene 
e£ being, if att were to determine here» the issues 
of life would be hf different and its affiiirs be 
coniucted on far other principles than those 
whkh seemed to prevail. Temporal blessings 
would be distributed with a more equal hand ;^ 
the good would always obtain, the evil would 
always miss them; and seeing that justice 
was- so «i»9q[9ally administered in this w^prldi 
they wer^ driv w to the supposition of a wprUi 
ta come, in order to vindicate t)^ ilhw^r^s at^ 
tributes wfaich^ their inteUigeooei taught them 
to a|ie4gn to God^ But we, .My Brethren, have, 
liko St. IfUke^ had perfect knowleic^e of t^ese 
thifig^ %3^ .^he very fin^t. We. need not re^ ur 
to hy{K}th^s jand supposition, for wc have been, 
tqtd' by meiit by angekj and by * Go4» that tlie 
day approaqh^^ when '^the world shal^ J^^ 
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judged in rigbteousnete' by* the man GlMst 
Jedus,"" when ihe wicked* ^' s^ll go aw^> inlo 
eveiiasting punishment^ and the good, into life 
eternal/' Thus will the wftjrs of God be vindffi 
eated, thus 'win his loVing-kindness be^dieived 
in the grave, and his faithfulness indestniiAtiom 
He w31 be faithftil in both instances : faHhful; 
dreadfully faithful, in his performance of IhMO 
threats against the impenitent and disobedi^itti 
who haVe rejected his covenanted mercy, cast 
his law behind them, and dei^ised hia admOi^ 
nitions ; and feitMiil, eternally faithfti]> to tboM 
beloved efaildreh of his grace, who know -tiiat 
their Redeemer liveth> i^d now in their flesh 
shall' see the God that savcjd them. • - :r 
' My Brethren, the day tha% we speak of maijp 
be far distant, or it may open upon this gene» 
ration. The certainty that it siuMcomes iaall 
tiiat we gather from the Scriptme. The houie 
In which it cometh knoweth no man; ^^ no not 
the angels but the Father only/* But what ttai 
s^me will be to the myriad myriads of tl^ ^cA*^ 
leeted worlds the day of deatli will virtual Im 
to each individual. How suddenly it may comb 
yon know not ; its violence may prdvenl^^re^ 
peatance, its rapidity may. preclude n^onitiofit 
l^ature is not always permitted to run Mr^itd^ 
^customed course/ and death-win* often* im'<(^^ 
pcctedly strike down the victim who in worldty 
estimatibir was roost remote fttiin hiii/.artta(A& 



^ Watck then^ for at auoh m bcmr as you know 
b0l> the Son. of Man oontetli/' Live id such a 
AknoGr aft tobe alivftys prepared for its apprpacln 
aind: then^ eottie when he tas^, lie shall find .you 
IratofaSrig^ I will hot s{ky that by cootiniiing ia 
animpemtent and sinful stale you. are putting 
it in the power of your enemies to kill both body 
aad soul, but that you empower the moat 
trifling accident to do so ; the oversetting. of , a 
boat^the stumbUng of your foot, the wildnesfi 
of a hocse, and ten tibousand nameless casi^alr 
ties, to which you are liable, ijjay, in one singly 
ins^nt, precipitate you to a grav^, where the 
Undying worm, the quenchless fire, the- u^utt 
terable horrors o^ endless misery shall attest the 
jiu^tace of your God, and. his faithfulness in de* 
strui^ioh. I will not adopt to you. My Brethren^ 
Hie stem language of the apostle, '* he^r this 
ye despisers^axtd tremble, and perish," I vfQl 
rather hope that none of my present h^ifeift 
hoiVte goaeithose lengths of blaspheiaqty^d wickt 
ainess, whieb provoked that indignant. de<49^ 
sation. . I will rattier hope that some »ier«ilQl 
diapensatian of Providence, whether it occur ^ by 
j^osperity- or adversity^ may soften your hearts 
to " raceiye. with patience the engrafted Wi^rd 
which is able to save \ your souls. With >aUtthe 
earnestness and afi^ction of my nature, I pr^-y, 
that there may be those around me this day^ 
whom this ^scene of death, and these words of 
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exhortation upon it^ may be the means of check- 
ing ia their wild and ungovemed progress, and 
bringing unto God. '' May they learn in this, 
tiidr day, the things that belong unto their 
peace." May they learn that a real and saving 
faith is not the product of an hour, but that often 
a long life is insufficient for its perfect growth. 
May they, therefore, not dday another instant 
the period of their conversion, but learn that 
^' law of the Lord which is an undefiled law, 
converting the soul f may they look upon that 
coffin which inclos^ their friend and perhaps 
their relative, and read upon its lid this moni- 
tory inscription, but '^ dust thou art and unto 
dust shalt thou return." May they look up; to 
heaven, and know that there dwelleth One, wlio 
shall resuscitate that dust, and, re-uniting it to 
spirit, summon it to judgment; and finally^ 
seeing these thii^a axe so, may they learn frovs 
Hiem, ^ what manner of mm. tkey ou^t. i^'he/' 
who look fo;r the manifestation of sudi wondexst 
how just, how pure, how honourable, hom 
adorned by every virtue is the Christian charai>« 
ter ; and how fruitless will be the appeal of the 
mere jmminal professor to him who shdl declare 
to such hypocrites, ^* I never knew you, depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity !'^ 
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PSAUI XCIV. 19. 

In the muUitude cf sorrows that I Rod in my heart r thy 
ton^ofts hate refteshed mtf soul. 

This was tlie dedaratioa of the Prophet in the 
name of captive and oppressed Israe}^ when they, 
bad suffered every indignity^ insult, and outn^e^ 
t^t their conquerors could devise to bow their 
qfkiritSj and subdue their, independence. Andtlue^ 
My Brethren, was the declaration of the poof sis:: 
tey whose remains we are following to tbe^fray^t^ 
dimng many long and pain&d years of mckpess 
a»d a£Q[iction. It is certain, that the religion of 
the Jews, though it has been erroneously BSr 
serted to contain none but temporal promises^ 
did in faist, iospire its followers with the blessed 
hope of immort^ity. Every priqicipal doctrine, 
which has been subsequently more copiously 
taught and explained by the promulgation of 
the Gospel, is directly or indirectly pointed ajt 
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in the Olcl T^tameni; AM it y^oiM be in Hu^ 
fiice of all probabilitjr to suppose that this, th^ 
itaost animating and influential* of the whole, 
should be concealed. This point, however^ i^ 
not so closely and indissolubly connected with 
the discussion I have in view, as to oblige me to 
[jpend many words upon it; for whatever was 
the belief of the afflicted Israelite concernnig 
hid fiiture and eternal state, or whatever was 
the nature of that hope which supp(»rted him 
through his adversities, and made the pious Job. 
to cling to his Creator, with* the persevering te- 
nacity of the sentiment, '^ though be slay me, 
yet will I trust in him ;" the firm, the feithfidi 
and' enduring Christian, in unshaken conildoride 
^n the Rock of ages, may gladly adopt the lari- 
g^uage of the Psalmist, and with isincerity affirm, 
** in the multitude of sorrows that I had in my 
heart> thy comforts have refreshed my soul." 
- That the Gospel dispensation is a dispensation 
6f blessings, no one, that has ever received it 
feithfdlly, can possibly doubt. Many gloomy 
and distracting views have indubitably been 
taken of Christianity by men of weak and hypo- 
chondriac spirits, and many persecuting and 
ihalignant principles have been deduced from it 
By men of avaricious and cruel dispositions; 
but these. So far from being chargeable on Chris- 
tianity itself, ai^ise from tempers diametrically 
^^\%nani t6 its^ tenets. *' Comf^Mt ye, cqmfort 
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ye, my people !'' was the exultant voice of pro- 
phecy that foretold the advent of our Saviour. 
^' Glory to God in the highest/ derived from 
the existence of " peace upon earth, and good 
Kill towards men/' was the song of angels 9i 
His approach^ /' Tidings of great joy/' miracles 
of unheard of benevolence, precepts of immacu- 
late virtue;and doctrines of universal consolation, 
were the accompaniments of His life on earth. 
'' Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, 
rejoice," was the preaching of his Apostle ; and 
intercession for sinners is now his. occupation in 
heaven, where he sitteth at the right haad of 
God, in the glory of the Father. Come then. 
My Brethren^ and ^' taste how gracious the Lord 
is.'' Discharge from your minds all gloomy and 
&lse estimates of that religion, which, if it be 
religion at all, should ** be the very joy of your 
heart." If you have truly endeavoured to fulfil 
your part of the covenant ; if you have striven 
with earnestness to perform your baptismal vows; 
if you have obeyed the two great commandments 
of the law ; if you have loved God with all your 
heart, and your neighbour as yourself; or if you 
seriously determine to do those things, and fer* 
vently implore the divine assistance to help your 
determination; — O then. My Brethren, shall the 
Gospel be to you a source of happiness, which 
the world and all its accidents can never take 
away. While. its heedless sons and daughters 
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are giving their labour for that wbieb is net 
hsead, and their money for that which satisfiethr 
aot^ ydu will employ both in kying up that in* 
eorruptiUe treasure^ which will furnish forth th& 
Ueitekigs of eternity ; while they are whetting 
every faculty and straining every nerve in pur* 
suit of h<mours^ or wealthy or comforts^ whidi 
may at last elude their grasp^ or if won> mwt 
'* perish in the using," you will be bent on ^ con- 
tinuing patiently in well doing/' on ** wearying 
yourself in going about to do good/' and in fine^ 
on performing all those offices of trusting faith, 
and active benevolence, which are the imfailing 
characteristics of that vital Christianity which 
alone can comfort or redeem you. If this be 
not your idea of religion^ blame not the Gospel 
that it does not satisfy, its ^' comforts that they 
do not refresh, ypur soul.'' You have formed 
to yourself unworthy notions of that fadtb which 
is first to purify, and then to save you ; you have 
believed without obedience; you have prayed 
without devotion ; you have reverenced without 
love. '' The Lordfs arm is not shortened that 
it cannot save, nor his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear; but your iniquities have separated be- 
tween you and God.* 

It is therefore. My Brethren, that in the mul- 
titude of sorrows which at some period or other 
of your existence must fall upon your heart, the 
Comforter abandons you. The pleasures of re- 
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ligioD ue in their nature ralmnal aa well as spi'^ 
rttual ; they tuist have the reeoUectiQD of a 
gcioci life to rest upon^ or they will noiabide tiK 
approaches of eternity* ' They are eottbtoed of 
the elements of hope and memory ; they will 
not spring. up in aii^ hom' ; but require the ocm- 
&4ol^i^ess of virtuous actions^ and a heprt right 
towards Gpd, as essential to their constitution^ 
F<^ my own part. My Friends, I do not scruple 
to aver that I have little confidence iu a deatfar 
bed repentance. Unquestionably, it is not for 
me to set bounds either to the perception or the 
mercy of Qod. He may perceive in such a 
repwtance^ what I cannot perceive, the germ 
of a changed and contrite heart, which requires 
only time to eventuate in practical religioiL 
It is possible too, that what he perceives to be 
contingent on tbe prolongation of the Ufe of a 
sinner,! he may estimate as already done. This 
is the only way which ,humaii reason can devise^ 
in which, in consonance to revealed and natural 
equity, such a late repentance can be avaflable. 
How dreadful then are the probabilities against its 
efficacy! How tremendous the thought,, that it is 
the fear and not the '' love of Christ which con* 
straineth it !" that it contains in it no principle of 
holiness, '' without which no man shall see the 
Lord!'* that the meritorious cause of salvation^ 
the atonement of oun blessed Saviour, not being 
applied through the two instruments of his own 
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specific preicrip<a6ii, fidth an^ Workiii a^retiuifH 
fdicisdble to the cate^ aad ;thati this bdoig 'removed 
hoik tiie sinner^s soAiMtiMk, ^ theiri re(maiDe4)h nq 
taithet sacrifiee fm sm> bilt a cdrtohi feixM 
Idokiiig foatf of judgment and fiery: iibdigiiattan/' 
Nerar woidd the poor sister whom Wi^ am h^re 
tobuty^ have used the woi^ds^ 6r ^enjoyedt^e 
spirit^ of the iext, if suoh had been her r^pmt-^ 
imce. '^ She remembered heif Creal<^ in [t^i^ 
days of her youth,** aad in her old agie^ hordidi 
not forsake her. To her indeed tibte GospelrOC 
her Lord was an inestimable treasure, ^^the oi|«^ 
tlung needful** to whidh she referred, but didjoo^ 
rabrifioe the active dittos of her life*. To^haUd 
the same mind in h&t that there wa9 in ^^ikuritft 
jfesus/ was the obji^t not only of her prayem 
hut of her exertion ; mi. hy Had joint exercis^a 
of devotion and good works, she nought of til^ 
HdfyQhasft to be dailf renewed inker SfArit 
towards God. It was the promises of that <^ 
anting on theremembSrance of a long wi s\m^^ 
cib^dktnce to his will, that stutained her tihrough 
many subsequent years of pain, and poverty^; and 
i^iction. She lost her husbandi and with h|a> 
h»r chayce of affluence in the world ; but shs 
ciMUiidered t^t it was the ]Lord whP gave^^nd thft 
LdindiWho took away, and she had piety in b^ti^ 
tifansactions to pronounce, " blessed be the namei 
of the Lord." May you, My Brethren, her »sur^ 
vivingurelatiV6S> who are jiere to pity, learn ^o 
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hn-ltate her« May you take die' mmt modelfoB 
^ttpcondoet which pfoitt|itedl^ thecbcam^ 
{Hie at four UMded Sa'dotnr, and- <^ he: dMiS 
fgmdesymBt 'feet inta; the vrBJ ot peaoe.^ * DA 
you gliylfaatyon findno peace in Tel^oat* li 
iy because your practice luetd pvofeankm area! 
itMAiMse. ^ The mind of the wicked is liMe a 
t^du^ed sea; and cannot be at rest/' Nomat^ 
teir^hdw eUvated hisi rank ; no matter how giftedi 
Md iftlellMst; nto matter how. extensive the fi^Ub 
6t pleasure and of profit whidi the pombination 
Of his fortonate attributes aflSbfdshim; he had 
iloireligkinj and of consequence be hai^no peaces 
Hi6 midd is a continual tempest^ harassed hy 
dbftbtey agitata foy Umb, andcharrowedbypaii^ 
^rnug:; and if light ever break upon the darknesi 
«£ hisr soul> so. Ihr from ^refreshing him with iti 
cdinlbrts and animating him with hope, it comes 
like the yimd 'flashes of the storm, whose joot 
heaUity lustre 'setrinsB hiit t6 t^eal the hideous 
kftrfors ithat surround, and threaten hia destnouH 
tiolii Ldok to it, My Brdthten, that this be not 
f(MT state. The world may have no abominaf 
tiohs • to - charge against you, and yet you may 
h^-y/iwked before God; you may sin in yooi 
miiiAi and yet obmmit no orbtt act of' wicked^ 
fil^i^^; you maybe angry unto muf defy lustfiil 
utit^ ' addlteiy, and avarieioutl unto idcdatryi 
Undel the^ circumstances you ean lay %&o okiin 
Ut (btf beii^fit^, for you have not fttlflltedtta^iiew 
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diiiaiiB> cf idigioiL ^ Ymr nitid will bt? Hke 
the trauMed sea ivlnch cimaDt be at rest.^ 
Would yoa wish to aBay this teedipest and ixiei^ 
it\ in the peacefid oahn cf Christianity, it can 
only be acconq^lidied by nefonnaitioii. You 
hayeBotaiimedagaiiist forgiveness; butTepent^ 
aace must precede remisdon, and persererahce 
adnete salvation ; your movemaits must be re-' 
trograde; yon must cease to do evii> and then' 
learn to do.wdl. Thmk wA that Z speak this to 
you in Ihe spirit of harsh and hasty censure, but 
in the purest tenderness and regard for youri 
safety* ^ These tilings speak I to you that your 
joy may he liilL'' That you may not be deceived 
by the phantom, :but lay hdd on the lealityi 
Trust net to the iattery of firieads, where so 
momentous an affiur is coneenied as the savings of ^ 
your own soul, but d^e into you^ own heart, 
and, with a steady reference to the covenant of 
God, judge yourself of its condition. Should 
this judgment be against you, stifle not its voice 
by a recurrence t» the world, but instantiy seek 
remission of your sins by prayer^ and pelnteMe, 
and reformation* This is the sorrow whidi is 
preferable to laughter ; the sorrow by'which the' 
heart is made better ; '' the godly sorrow Wbidte 
worketh repentance to salvation/' while ^ihe 
sorrow of the world workedi death." '^ Trust 
not to uncertain riches;" uncertain.t^ey arean* 
their^ use, their permanence, and their oonse* 
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queiioes: They will Mt profit yon m %fae ^<X 
wratb, unless they Imve'betB ap^ed to^haiitft^ 
hie purposesj and been expended in the eause of 
your 'Maker. ^' Woe to tJie erown of prlde^ to 
the drunkards of £phmm, whose ^lorioaa beauty 
ia a &Amg flower.'' What ean the harp and the 
viol, the himquet and ^e hnli, effect, to contort 
an unhappy spirit^ when shivering on the con* 
fines of that shore, from which it launches into 
eternity! Alas! that day must ccune unto us 
dSij when^ like the aged BarziOai, we can joy no 
more '^ in singing men and dancing women/' 
but must turn for consolation to more enduring 
domforters. Let us then anticipate that period, 
ai)d, before age, or penury^ or disease, or any 
other grievous calamity^ force it on us^ let us 
'^ triist in the Lord Jehovah, for with him is 
everlasting strength." As we are become men, 
let us put away from us all childish things ; as 
we are become Christians, let us spurn from us 
aU those excessive levities and follies, which are 
at variance with our faith in Christ* As we are 
but strangers and pilgrims in the land of morta- 
lity, let us abjure all fleshly lusts that war against 
the SQuL But why do I say let us abjure these 
things ; we havf done so already ; in the sight 
of men, of angels, and of God, we have renounced 
them all ; at our baptismal hour we were pledged 
to do so, and if we perform not these sacramen- 
tal vows ta God ; if we dare to violate the most 
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public, holy, and eternal obligatiotts^ ** im the 
nmUitmde (^ sorrows that oppress our hearts il" 
how can we hope that ** Us concerts will r^resh 
our sold f* kidulge not then the s|Qy delusion, 
but if you wish for quiet, strive for virtue; you 
cannot alter the eternal law of God which for- 
Inds the baims of uniQn to vice apd hfippiness*. 
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ON I^HB ]»£ATII OF ABSAIiOM. 



2 SAMUEL XVIII. 33. 

And the king wets muck moved, and went up to the cham^ 
ber over the gate, and wept : and as he went, thus he 
said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, 
my son ! 

And are these the words of the royal Prophet 
of Judah over the unnatural and impious son, 
who had murdered his brother, conspired against 
his &ther and his sovereign, and perished in the 
act of a bloody and unprovoked rebellion ! Yes, 
ill the hour of victory, when his captains and his 
armies were rending the air with the shouts of 
triumph, the poor conqueror retired to the re- 
motest chamber of his palace, and gave way to 
that current of parental anguish which neither 
the reflection of the wickedness of his offspring, 
nor the increased splendour and safety of his 
crown could repress. He broke forth into that 
impetuous torrent of passionate affliction, of 

T 
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which the words of the text can alone ec^f^Viey 
an adequate impression ; and^ disdaining to be 
comforted, forgot alike his duties and his plea- 
sures, the interests of his people, and the emi'- 
nence of his situation, in the bitterness of his 
present calamity. In this behaviour of Davi4> 
however sinful reason and religion combine to 
declare it, there is a touch of nature which can- 
not be resisted, but must awaken sympathy in 
every human heart. The faults, the crimes, the 
disobedience, the rebellion of Absalom were re- 
membered no more ; and black and atrocious a^ 
had been the character and conduct of his man* 
hood, the memory of his pure and innocent iui 
fancy was all that remained in the heart of the 
afflicted father. In the poignant anguish of hia 
bereavement the epithet which dwelb upon the 
lips of the parent, and which he repeats with 
such eloquence of sorrow, is that which describea 
his relationship and overlooks his character. . It 
is the son that he laments ; and how abandoned, 
how reprobate so ever was the infatuated youth 
whom he had the misfortune to call so, he can,- 1 
not obliterate from his bosom those traces of 
affliction, those images of tenderness and interestf 
which nature has graven in her strongest a^4 
most indelible characters. I need hardly tell, 
you. My Hearers, who are fathers, that there is 
no instrument by which misfortune can strike 
with such an overwhelming weight of cruelty as., 
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by our chfldren. But t would remind you, who 
boast the still higher title of Christians, that 
there are misfortunes which can happen to them, 
of far greater magnitude than that of dying in a 
state of sinless infancy ; on such an occasion^ 
the grief of which it would he vain to endeavour 
a total repression is capabte of much mitigation. 
The tears which we shed over the corpse of the 
sleeping innocent are softened by the contempla- 
tion of that joyous and eternal state, to which, if 
there be truth in God, or Christ, or man, he is 
certain to attain. Our sorrows over such an 
one are therefore purely selfish. It is not for 
him we weep, but for ourselves. It is not for the 
regenerated and angelic being, who, from his 
short and joyless sojourn here, is gone to a hea* 
ven inhabited by spirits of kindred innocence 
and purity, but for ourselves, from whom are 
rudely and suddenly withdrawn those dreams 
and anticipations of the million enjoyments, 
which gladden the heart of a parent in the 
growth and society of his children. It is our 
own selfish loss that we deplore ; and however 
harsh it may seem to cavil with selfishness, 
developed in so natural and amiable an aspect, 
we must not forget that we are bound upon 
every principle of rationality, and conscience, 
and revelation, to discourage and overcome it. 
We are bound to be reasonable and Christian 
men ; and therefbre, when the light of reason, 

T 2 
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and the revealments of Christianity, unite in 
their assurance that the object of our sorrow 
and solicitude is^ removed in mercy, we .are 
bound to submit with resignation to the be- 
reavement, and to say what was said under much 
severer trial. Almighty Father, " not my will, 
but thine be done." The great excuse for the 
desperate and immitigable sorrow indulged in 
by the king of Judah must be found in the very 
vices of his son. The enormities of which he 
had been guilty were so manifold and monstrous 
that the most sanguine expectancy could hardly 
see for them the possibility of pardon. Absalom 
bad lived and died in the utmost atrocity of 
wickedness. Murder, fratricide, a contempt of 
God, and rebellion against his father and his 
king, were his offences. Hardness of heart, im- 
penitence, and, of consequence, incorrigibility, 
adhered to him to the last ; and the time and 
manner of his departure, with this accumulation 
of guilt upon his head, were certainly enough to 
preclude every reasonable hope of mercy from a 
judge, who, though long-suffering, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, has for unrepented sin an 
indignation which shall " burn like fire for ever.'' 
Upon such characters as that of Absalom, David 
well knew what would be God's righteous judg- 
ment : he knew that the dreadful manner in 
which he died was only the commencement of 
that punlahment ^hich should endure through^ 
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out eternity ; and to one whd feared God aixd 
•loved his own offspring, what apprehension 
could be so fraught with agony and horror! 
As far as concerned his unhappy child, there was 
no circumstance connected with his death to 
soften down and mitigate the catastrophe, and 
all those endearing recollections of his younger 
days, his recurrence to those years in which he 
was innocent and happy, would only aggravate 
the calamity, by adding to its weight, the sor- 
rowings of disappointed hope, and the dreariness 
of blasted expectation. 

I. The first lesson that I shall infer. My 
Brethren, from this Scripture, is one of conso- 
lation to those sufferers who are deprived at an 
early period of the children, who, during the 
short months of their existence, have been the 
delight of their eyes and the comfort of their 
hearts. It is nothing to tell the beiseaved pa- 
rent that the object of his sorrow was but the 
infimt of a year ; possessed of no reason^ no 
speech, no virtues, no attractions comparable 
with those which might endear to an under-- 
standing mind a longer and more mature' con* 
nectibh. To such vain comforters a father's 
heart will suggest the answer that an exemption 
from vice is itself a virtue ; that the untainted 
and candid mind of an infant, on which reason 
and religion may graft every lesson that they 
have taught to man, is infinitely preferable to 
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the perverted inteHeets and poUated morals of 
millions Who have reached the manhood of exis- 
tence ; that the life of his infant^ though it existed 
but in prospective, was fraught with every 
charm and every endearment of reality, and that 
there is no talent, no virtue, no possible attari* 
bute of good and glorious character, in which a 
parent's hope may not have decorated the future 
being of his phild. To see these blessed hopes^ 
together with those many in&ntine graces which 
perhaps gave rise to them, suddenly annihilated, 
is indeed a misery which nothing but a proper 
sense of religious duty can alleviate. It is re* 
ligion that teaches us to bow to the dispensations 
of God whatever they may be, and it is religion 
that assures us of his real mercy, in removing 
from a world of care and pain and sorrow the 
innocent creature whom he has destined for a 
blessed immortality. 

11. The second lesson we are to learn from 
this is that of parental responsibility, qf the 
duty of a parent to provide for the Christian^ aa 
well as the moral and intellectual instruction of 
his child, and to educate him in such a manner^ 
that he may pass through things temporal with*^ 
out finally losing the things eternal. For thi$ 
education. Christian fathers, you will be an<^ 
swerable to your children, your country, and 
your God ! It is to you that your children must 
look to give that bias to their inclination whiefa 
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will l)e decisive of iimr doatiij ; * it i^ta y(m 
tkat your coiintry will twm for the ixicreafie of 
its religion and morbfity in the sul^ects which 
you iiregent to it ; and it is from you^ that God 
will require your children as inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven. Rest not satisfied theq. 
My Brethren^ in providing for their temporal, 
but think of their everlasting interest. Rest not 
satisfied with procuring for them the honors and 
' eomforts and ricdies of this world, but labour 
with your utmost might to insure for them the 
more substantial blessings of the world to come. 
Rest not satisfied, with seeing yourj childr^i 
possessors of the land, and attaining by talent, 
by industry, by unblemished int^rity, the high- 
est station among men, but look to that more 
awful and momentous hour, when having laid 
aside every earthly distindion, and having passed 
through the prison-house of death, they shall 
stand for Irial before the judgment-seat of Christ. 
And you. My younger Brethren, learn from this 
history of the unfortunate Absalom, the mon^- 
strous guilt of disobedience to them who are 
jfour natural and l^al guardians and directors^ 
Learn from the pangs of the wretched, disap* 
pointed David, how deep, how harrowing is the 
wound, inflicted by filial unkindnesa 1 how senr 
sitive is a' parent's bosom to his offspring's in* 
famy, and how dreadful is the vengeanee^ whidh^ 
m this life or tb4 life to wme^ i& ever consequent 
11 
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on the enormous crudity of a child who wilfuUy 
breaks the sacred relationship to which he is in- 
debted, under God, for all that he enjoys ! 

III. Finally, My Brethren, you are to be re- 
flodnded by the sudden death of the princely cul- 
prit who died in his sins, of that fate which may 
come as unexpectedly upon you alL Be rer 
minded that no one can certify you how long 
you have to live, but we can certify you, that 
unless you apply your hearts unto wisdom, you 
will have lived in vain. ^^ Dust thou art, and 
to dust thou must return T is the sentence com- 
mon unto all, but the '^ changing of this vile 
body into the likeness of Christ's glorious body,** 
wiU happen only unto those who have loved 
him, and kept his commandments. The hour 
which your Saviour predicted will infallibly ar- 
rive, when all that are in the grave shall hear 
his voice, and all that are his shall be received 
into glory. Which of you are his, and which of 
you are not, it is not for me to decide, but God 
and your conscience must. Prove then your- 
selves to the quick, and with the Bible in your 
hands descend into your heart, and compare well 
\t& condition with that prescribed by your Mas- 
ter. Offences through the weakness of your na- 
ture you must undoubtedlj&have committed, but 
if of them you truly repent, and determine to 
guard against their repetition, God will not be 
strict to mark what is amiss, but will heal your 
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itiftrmities add blot out all your transgressioM. 
May you rest upon those blessed assurance^, 
may peace^ and faith, and '' charity which is the 
very bond of peace, and of all virtues,"* dwell in 
your hearts, so that you shall be ready at all 
times and in all places to meet the second advent 
of your Saviour, and even to pray with fervour, 
" Come Lord Jesus, come quickly/* 
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ON THE VAI^riTT OF CONFIDING IN TEMPORAL 

PROSPERITY. 



JOB XXIX. 18. 

Then I said, I shall €Se m my nesL 

The darkness in which the wisdom of a gracious 
Deity has invested futurity ; a darkness which 
it seems so nuch the effort of mankind to dissi- 
pate^ is nevertheless one of the truest hlessings 
annexed to the tenure of an earthly heritage. 
To possess the spirit of ancient prophecy with- 
out its power ; to hold the faculty of foreseeing 
every impending calamity without the ability to 
avert it^ cannot surely^ in the estimation of any 
reasonable person, be supposed to add much to 
the stock of human happiness. On the con- 
trary, how much of our present serenity and 
peace is owing to the very incapacity of whidi, 
we so petulantly complain. How mai^y an qye^ 
that no^w IpQks delightedly on a prosperj^jubftfo 
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istence^ would be blasted by the appnUing vision 
of its future wretchedness ! How many a heart 
that thrills with innocent gladness upon the be- 
loved bosom of its companion of t<hday, would 
be sunk and chflled and witiiered in the certain 
foreboding of that fatal destiny which may leave 
it companionless ttMnarrawl Noj My Friends, 
however laudable may be the ambition of ac- 
quiring all reasonable knowledge^ there are 
bounds beyond which it is equally futile and 
criminal tp expatiate. It is the mercy and not 
the poverty of God that has erected these land- 
marks to human wisdom. It would be no miti- 
gation of inevitable misfortune to be continually 
aware of its approaches, and without questioning 
the stem necessity of those evils which an al- 
mighty Providence has admitted into his system, 
we may religiously and reasonably affirm that 
there would be little pleasure in anticipating 
them, and in what concerns the time and man- 
ner of their advent, we may concur with the 
poet, that 

** Where ignorance is bliss, 
•Tis My to be wise." 

" Be careful for nothing,'' says the Apostle to 
the Philippians ; ^' Ije careful for nothing, but 
in all things, in prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God;' But this maxim^ as it regwds the 
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conduct of men in their several avocations must 
be received with moderation^ and its meaning be> 
as the sacred writer intended it, restrained. To 
he literally careful for nothing, would be to 
smother the feelings of affection, to stifle the 
voice of reason, and to derange and destroy that 
system, in which, by the cha:fter of our very ex- 
istence, we are bound to take a rational and 
active part. The apostolic rescript imposes on 
us no svLchJrantic, no such impiotes, carelessness. 
It should controul, and not annihilate that energy 
of mind, which, depend on it, was not incorpo- 
rated into our nature for nothing. " Fine spirits 
are not touched but to fine issues." It should 
te applied principally to those events of futurity, 
which God has concealed from our knowledge, 
and over which he has invested us with ho 
power. In other affairs, it is evident that he 
!has allowed us a discretion, a prudence, and, in 
some, almost a prescience of the future. These 
are talents committed to us for our guidance ; 
and not to cultivate and use them, would be to 
reject his gifts and to despise his beneficence. 

It was the want of this prudence or prescience 
in the Patriarch of Uz, that prompted the rash 
conclusion which he in the text confesses tO 
have made. His error lay in assigning perpetuUy 
io possessions which are essentially ephem&ral. 
The wealth, the honours, and the authority df 
Job,' are as proverbial as is his patience undelr 
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subsequent adversity. The simple enumeration 
of the sources of his opulence in the sacred his- 
tory^ may convey to you an adequate idea of 
the splendour and^ humanly speakings of tte 
happiness of his situation. We read in the cata- 
Iogi\e of his rural plenty, of f^ seven thousand 
sheep and three thousand camels, of five hun- 
dred yoke of oxen and five hundred asses," and, 
in a word, that '^ he was the greatest man in all 
the East." Moreover he had a wife, and sons, 
and daughters, he had friends, he had influence, 
he had power. But more than all, he had a 
proud consciousness of high-souled integrity 
and of habitual goodr conduct. His wealth was 
under the direction of a generous heart operating 
charity to thousands. Rich and poor, old age 
and youth, combined to. reverence him, and the 
blessing of them who were ready to perish was 
at his door. What wonder then that such a man 
should be elated with his unexampled prospe- 
rity ? what \{onder that even . his goodness of 
heart should be intoxicated with a draught too 
powerful for humanity? what wonder that he 
should deem the permanence of his felicity com- 
mensurate with its opulence, and should be in- 
duced to exclaim, " NoYir*' indeed, '^ I shall die in 
my nest V Alas ! poor Job ! knowest thou not 
that, in this transitory state, no man can properly 
tie called happy till he dies. Wretched heir of 
^ degraded nature, even now the curse of thy 
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fiUM fathers if upon thee! Thy possessions, 
^ promising as they seem, are not exempted 
firom the imoertainty and breTity of duration 
whidi attach to all suUnnary treasure. In vain 
are they insured by all security which human 
powar can offer i feeble policy, frail security is 
it at the best ! Thy gold lies hoarded in thine 
iron chest ; thy shelves are groaning with thy 
loaded ooff«s ; behold they make to themselves 
wings and flee aWay 1 thy friends ate smiling 
round thy festive board ; lo I they upbraid thee 
with thy trusting confidence. Thy children are 
playing at thy knee, and promising thee ten 
thousand blessings in futurity ; the lightning of 
heaven is preparing to scathe them, and the 
worm of earth is greedily awaiting their perish- 
able remnant ! The wife of thy bosom sits be^ 
side tihee, her eyes beaming beauty and aSbctiOn 
on her lord ; she at least may lessen the pains 
asid assuage the afflictions of thy lot. Hiark ! ' 
she ^^ speaketh as one of the foolish wometk,'' 
she bids thee '^ curie thy God and die." This; 
O mm / is thy impending destiny, and though; ' 
in reward for thine exemplary patience, God 
will pity thee, and '* make thy latter end more \ 
blessed than thy beginning,"* yet shall it not be 
tiUf convinced of the folly of thy former confi- 
dence, thou exchangest the fond hope of dying ' 
in thy nest, for the faith that thy Redeemer Kveth 
to bestow on thee, not a perpetuity of earthly 



SBRMON XXVIL 997 

cqai&rts^ ItvA the mxperux treasuns of anilher 
and a better world. 

..^ All holy acmptures wese given fiur our leam« 
^ig.;" and shaU iihe oae we are no w . discvBsiBg 
teach us nothiiig t Shall the intensting faistorf 
of this pious Patriarch leaire upon our minds no 
other impression^ than the recoUeotion of an 
hqur'si entertainment and an hour's feelings while 
we rejoiced in the prosperity and sighed over 
the ' vicissitudes of the good man^ fortunes? 
No^ My Brethren^ this is not the object of these 
et(E^n«l jrecords ; we may peruse them With plea^ 
wre, but we must peruse them for instruction 
too. They are the organ of God's will ; they 
are pregnant with the most important infitHrma- 
tioii to his crleatares^ and eontain that blessed 
hope of everlasting life^ which if we feil to elicit 
from them^ we shall read^ and Uve^ and die in 
vain. . To excite that hope where it is yet want*- 
i|ig, and to s.trengthe^ its practical, influenoe 
where it exists should be the. main olqect of 
every; comnientaiy upon Sf^ripture. It is as men 
embued with this vivacious hope that I now ad-^ 
d|re§s you ; it is as mm haip^uaed into Christ's 
Churchy as m^Q believing in Christ's revelation^ 
aiid as me|L who would fain act in confimnity 
to Chrii^t's will^ that I can hope tamodearate 
your affectijQos for the worlds pleasures, by un- 
vc»ling the superior joys of immortality. For 
those joys, amidst all the. inhabitants of this 
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Hfi^g woyl4 man ia the honoured, the pmil^0e«U 
^bt exdudve candidate. The hoists o£ eartli; 
tofl for his we, live fer.hiB plsMiue, and die for. 
fab sustenance. The fowls of air may sedc th^ 
eirie da the rock, and if secure from his dominion, 
they rear their young, and at last die in tfaeii^ 
nut, they may be supposed to have fulfilled 4h^ 
hs^^est destiny of which their nature is swis^, 
eeptible. But it is not so with man. The, 
oon&ies of human life embrace but the tiniest 
part of his existence, and if that tiny part be 
not spent in preparation for his immortal des^ 
tiny, he will be hopeless in time, and miserable 
in etennty« ^ vv 

Have you, my hearers, reflected on tbam 
things as deejdy as you ought ? Have you made 
them the basis of your projected happiness? 
Or mther have you taken them into the compu- 
tation at all ? Bear with me, I speak to you 
not in cruel mockery, but with an ardent desire 
io cure the wound I probe. Have yeu not 
been too much accustomed to measure your fe^ 
Kcity by your health, your riches, your hoiw>U]»» 
#r by your several prospects of acquiring theae 
attributes ? You are healthy and have therefore 
seemingly much leisure in store for you» So 
were t^usands yesterday, who to day are in 
their grave. You have sheep and oxen* aoA gfilA. 
tind merchandise, and therefore expect to diOtin 
the gilded nest which your fortuneor yens iA- 
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dii^tiy has created. So had Job ; but why mmt 
tb ancibnt history ? So had thousands of yosr 
f^bir-labourers but a few yiears isiuoe, who now 
swell the li&t of bankruptcy and ruin! But 
granting you, to the fullest j^ssible extent, the 
destiny whieh you so much covet ; gf anting yoa 
fbut-score years, the full lease of mortality, and 
that sihee you mul^t die some how and sMoe 
where, you meet death in tiie form and' in. tiie 
jilacef iti which you would most wish to encounter 
him;'wiB you then consider your happiness as 
decisive ? Are you bold enough, or mad enough, 
id affirm, that all you would hope or pray for^ 
will be then accomplished? God foribid. My 
Bt^fetliren, that you or L should' so delude our- 
l^^es. We travel along the dui^y road of this 
hiortal ^ilgrimage,^ in various equipages, and 
with' various -degrees of comfc^rt and celmty.; 
feut towards the conclusion of oUr journey we 
nil gi^w tired alike, and look: for peace ia that 
lowly tabernacle ''where t||^ wicked cea^e fr(KE 
iibftblitig, ^atid the-^weary are at resV .But rest 
a^^&. gia>re are not insepakable companion^ 
nPt^ dissolve their fellowship, i£ itbe not idn^ui, 
^ the trumpet will sound and the dead shall be 
"raised." Then will be instituted that justiand 
solemn inquisition,' which shall apportion the re- 
Wards and punishments of eternity. In the dis- 
tribution irf these the Almighty Judge will not 
^mider ^wkere a man died, but how he died. 

u 
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Wealth and poverty^ health and sickness^ rank 
and slavery^ ail &ctitious grades of society will 
be at an end^ before that dread tribunal, where 
virtue and vice will remain the only recognized 
distinctions. Woe then to the hypocrite ; woe 
to the infidel ; woe to the scorner. The silence 
of the grare were melody, the dank cold tomb 
'Were paradise, the slimy devourers of the dead 
^ere comforters, comj^red to the sounds and 
sights and sense of woe which constitute the 
agonies of a condemned and outcast spirit. 
But turn you. My Brethren, from these thoughts 
of horror, and behold the joy that awaits the 
righteous. To repose in the kingdom of your 
lieavenly Fadaer, with Abraham, with Isaac^ and 
with Jacdb ; to meet the wise, the good, the 
pious of every age, and every country, in the 
presence of your common Parent ; to dwell with 
them in felicity, pure, endless, and inconceivable; 
this will be the ultimate fate of those fortunate 
beings who have enibraced the Gospel of their 
Lord in sincerity, and laid the basis of their hap- 
piness in faith and virtue. That we may so act 
and be so rewarded, be it the merciful ordination 
of that Holy and Eternal Spirit, to whom with 
God the Father, and God the Son, be now as* 
-cribed all majesty and dominion for ever. 



i 
1 • 



SERMON XXVIII. 



ON THE PKQVmSKCE AKD FQWEE OF. QOD A8 
DMIPLAYBD IN THE SSBP *• 



PSALM evir. M, 24, S5. 

They that go down to the 9ea in sMps^ and occupy their 
business in great waters^ these men see the worTcs of 
the Lord and his wonders in tJie deep. For at his 
word the stormy wind ariseth, which Hfteth Up the 

' wapes thereof n i -, . 

Tqb Psalmo4y was one of the most valujable 
bequests that David left to his posterity* The 
Books of Kings and Chronicles have exhibited 
him. as a warrior, a legislator, and a sovereign, 
but it remained to the Book of Psalms to immoi^* 
talize him with the nobler fame of the poet^i the 
philosopherj and the prophet. 
, It must be confessed there were mapy sta:ange 
inconsistencies in the conduct of this wond^rftjl 
prince. In the course of his long and ev^ntf^l 
history we see him, notwithstanding his wisdom 

^ Preacbed in Newfoundland, on the arrival of the spring- 
ships from EngTand* 

u2 
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and piety, guilty of many scandalous excesfues 
and heinous offences. We see him not unfre* 
quently the man of passion, the man of error, 
and the man of sin, and yet with this accumu- 
lation of crime upon his head, we see him so 
bowed down with shame, and sorrow, and 
repentance, so wrung in soul and broken in 
spirit, so r^olutely determined to lead a new 
life, and so implicitly confiding in the saying at- 
tribute of his Creator, that we cannot refuse him, 
the sacred and emphatic title of '"^the man after 
God's own heart" 

It was probably on one of these occasions, 
when the wounds of his accusing conscience 
h^ been recently healed by the assurance of 
his Maker's pardon, that he composed the grate- 
ful hymn from which my text is selected. 
" Thanksgiving and the voice of melody'' belong 
exclusively to the forgiven, and were peculiarly 
consonant with the disposition of David. 

Imagine him, as he was retiring into the se- 
cret recesses of his palace, his crown and robes 
of royalty laid aside, his limbs clothed in sack- 
cloth, his countenance, according to the East- 
em customs, disfigured with ashes, his pride 
abased to the very dust, awaiting in patient 
agony the message of his God. Imagine him in 
this state of affliction, refusing all human aid 
and comfort, despising the costly viands which 
would tempt his appetite ; the splendours of his 
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courts which would seduce his eye ; the homage 
of the flatterer, which would woo his vanity; 
and all the pageants of external prosperity^ 
which might again delude him into sii^. Imar 
gine him reduced to this situation of plenitence 
and pain, sitting, as he describes himself. Within 
the very shadow of death ; when the day-spring 
from on high dawns upon his soul ; when that 
God, whose assistance he has so fei^vently im^ 
plored, deigns to visit him ; when, in prophetic 
vision, the consolatory kingdom of his heavenly 
Redeemer passes before his sight. Yes, My 
Brethren, you may image to your minds all the 
outward degradation of the repentant monarch; 
and all the lowly forms of his submissive hu^ 
mility, but unless you have tasted the bitter- 
ness of sin, and have druiik of that cup the 
iiVirig water which alone can purge it, — you 
^ill not easily conceive the raptures with which 
king David rose, and, before the assembling mtd- 
titudes of his subjects, struck the loftiest strings 
of his immortal lyre, and burst into the memo- 
rable exordium of the Pisalm now before us ; 
" Oh! give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious, and his mercy endureth for everf 

Such were the cause and the commenceihent 
of the composition which we are now to con- 
sider, and in it the poet describes numerous in- 
stances of the power and the mercy of God, till 
he comes to the coAclusiony no less logical thbn 
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piotti^ ^ who is wise will ponder these things, 
and they shall understand th& loring-kindnets 
of the Lord." 

InnumeraUe are the objects on the land, evir 
dent to the senses of ns all, which call forth tihe 
tribute of adoration and prayer* The ^e of 
every human being has observed the grass;;how 
it groweth, the tree, how it bringeth forth frmU 
the animal and vegetable creation, how they in^ 
crease, for God hath blessed them. The eye of 
the learned has traced the wondrous progress 
sion of human ability, how fostered and slmt^ 
tified by the influence of Christianity, it has xis^Di 
snp^or to obstacles apparently iiusuperable^ 
and has completed works of utility and magni- 
fioence eclipsing the proudest visions of the 
theory of our. ancestors. 

The eye of the astronomer hay been lifted to 
1^ &ce of the heavens, and has reduced to a 
system many of the stars that gem its asnire ca^ 
copy, and has traced their concordant evolutions 
tiirough their various orbits to that all-powerful> 
all-sufficient €ause, which, in the morning of 
their existence, pronounced from his eternal 
throne, that '^ they were good/' Without any 
knowledge of astronomy, mwy of us, I am sure, 
have ga^ed with Idndling admiration on the 
brilliancy of these lucid orbs, rendered yet more 
vivid by the stem severity of our climate, tiB we 
have been led amidst this lovely expanse of light 
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and blessedness to expatiate on the nature of 
tiie in&dte and incomprehensible Beings who 
occupies and regulates it. These views and 
contemplations we perhaps common to us all ; 
Mid it is the delight of the Christian to pursue 
the analogy between natural and revealed re*- 
ligion. Let us then turn from the resgions of 
earth and air to another element equally in* 
atructive. Let us go down for a while '' to the 
sea in ships/' Let us accompany them who 
'' occupy their business in great wat^^*" wd or 
that field also shall we gather abundant reasoiji 
for ptaise and thanksgivings in *' the works of 
tbe Lord and his wonders in the deep/' 

In the times of David> the arts of naval arohi- 
tectura and navigation hftd not attained to their 
present perfection. The ingenuity of man had 
not unfolded all its resources, commerce had not 
fomud a channel between the ports of distant 
nal;ions^ the guiding compass had not been 
ppised on the magnetic needle^, nor had th^ 
quadrant brought down from the sun its wel^ 
come intelligence^ yet was the sail of the fisherr 
mftn seen struggling on the tempestuous seas of 
Almptapa and Galilei^^ the waters of Jordan and 
th« lak? of Gennesareth yielded up their finny 
treasures ; and, conducted by favouring stars and 
by the vigilant perseverance of the Tyrian n^ 
rinar, the pearls of Ophir^ and th? gold of Tar^ 
shiphii adorned the halls and temples of Jeru^ 
salem. 
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It is natural to suppose that a sage of ][>avid*6 
discemment, whose meditations touched m 
every part, of the universe^ should not overlook 
the wonders of the deep. But all that he could 
have seen or heard of this mighty elem^^ was 
trifling compared to what it has disclosed to "M ; 
and I think I may safely aver^ that there is not 
one among my present hearers^ that has not been 
acquainted with its awfiil appearances and* attri- 
butes^ and that has not been remotely or imme- 
diately concerned in tli^ calms that smooth^ or 
the storms that ruffle it. 

' Many of you, who hav^ crossed the Atlantic 
in safety; have ample cause to thank Him y^ 
preserved you through its dangerous paths ; and 
still more if you have int^r^ts^ and friends^ and 
relations annually embarked upon its sur&ce, 
whose peril excites your fears, and whose value * 
challenges your prayers. When at the word of 
its Ruler " the stormy wind ariseth ;** the wan- 
dering bark is ^^ lifted up to heaven and down 
again to the deep/' who is there amcmg us that 
does not feel a deep and solemn interest in the 
terrifying scene. The merchant trembles for his 
property, the man for his bosom friend, the 
wife for her husband, the mother for her much- 
loved son. Dreadful as are these forebodings^ 
they are perhaps realized to the unhappy suf- 
ferers exposed on the warring elements. There 
the storm rages in its might. There the God of 
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Tengetnce seems to put ferth all the attributes 
4rf his avengi&g power^ and to sweep^ witii 
the besom of destruotion^ his guilty childreH 
from his presence. There are the full vials of 
his wrath poured out upon the tremblmg sin- 
ners, who ftr from their homes and their kindred, 
far from the reach of all human assistance, can 
only look imploringly to the angry Heaven, 
which appears to frown with unrelenting seve- 
rity upon their prayer. I need not call upon 
you. My Friends, for any very powerful efibrt 
of the imagination to conceive this scene of 
horror and despair. The experience of some of 
you has witnessed it ; the fears of many have 
anticipated it ; but I will demand of you a sim- 
ple exertion of faith and of right reason, and 
now that God hath made the wind to cease, 
and the troubled waves to subside, it becomes 
your duty to imitate the example of the Psalmist, 
and, in wisely pondering these things, to under- 
stand the loving-kindness of the Lord* And 
surely here is ample scope for contemplation, 
for taste the most simple, or the most refined. 
We stand on the deck of one of these floating 
islands, land are borne perhaps for days to- 
gether, by some favouring wind, without any 
exertion of our own, across the mighty waste. 
AU above us is the sky_: all around us is 
the ocean. We can see neither the beginning 
nor the extent of either. AU is embraced by 



898 SERMON XXVm. 

one vast: eircUi^ horizon^ tibie fit oixiUeiit of 
eternify, and of the God of eternity^ whoM 
origin and end are no where to be found, whose 
^^ goings forth were from eyerlasting to eiirer*- 
lasting." In such a situation a thousand rer 
flections press upon the mind, at first Tdgue and 
indefinite, till tKey all c5nverge to one centjcd 
point, and may all be expressed in the con^ret 
hensive phrase, '' Almighty! thine this uniyersal 
fraitner Since the hour of its creation, th? 
world has undergone considerable altwatioBi 
Here man has enriched it with his arts, there 
lie has marred it with hi» victories. Bbh 
peace has peopled the towns with habitaats^ 
and agriculture has dpthed the fields with 
plenty. There ambition has dep(q[>ulated. the 
one, and. luxury has ravaged the oth^» The 
rapid rise and faQ of empires through each suc- 
ceeding . age convince us that there is on earth 
*^no continuing city." The bust of ,the hero^ 
the monument of the saint, the statue of the 
fah» God, the altar of the True ; in fine, every 
gorgeous palace and solemn temple, raised by 
regal pride, or priestly piety, must crumble to 
the dust from which they sprung* Yet these, 
proud man, are thy monument^ trophies, these 
the Babel-towers in which tbqu trustest foir 
posthumous renown ! But while the earth thus 
vwie8.i|& riches and its aspecl^ the ^oqean $^- 
hibiift less of chio^e. Whether disturbed by 
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teinpdat^ « setriEniB in caln^ wkcdier ^ititenmg 
m Ae joyous glaore of day^ or wooed by the 
ticMniom beams of moonlight, it is still the 
wne free and nnsnbjugated element, whose tide 
no faction can alter, whose storms no armies ean 
restcsia, whose surface is the same now as when 
our Saviour trod it, or when in the hour of its 
primffiraL darkness, the creative Spirit passed 
along its waters. 

. It would he an endless task to addnce all die 
themes of admiration, of nuural. and religions re^ 
fleetion, which the ocean affords. « They will 
farce themselTcs frequently od the . minds of 
them who ^' go down to the sea in ships/' and 
whoy in pccupying thdr buabess in.the /gveat 
watears^ hav? an opportikiuty^ of seeing the w«if 
ders of the JLosd oik the tdeep. 
. .We are assured that the giMt.soiifce of etect 
oal beatitude, wfaidi awaks . the righteous in 
aaother world, wiU consist in: a tiiore intimate 
commumcation with Him who is the fouataui 
of goodness and joy ; at present all we can se6 
or know of the Almighty are his works and hk 
word ; from the one we gather the facts of bis 
existence, his wondrous power, and perfect 
provision for the temporal good of his creatures 
From the other, we leam for a certainty that 
wMcb by natund means we should only have 
hope4 the iauooiiialifey (tf the. soul, its divme 
K^amcteristic fimn the taotes that perish; 
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Knowledge; however, is of littie 4ide luitefiH'tt 
become an actuating principle ; aeeordingly^ to 
demonstrate tlie utility of this impottant know-^ 
ledge, we see the vrOrld/ under its^ influence, 
arising from a moral death; we see men; under 
its guidance, acting no longer as the tenafeits 
of a day^ but as the aspiring candidates for a 
heavenly kingdom ; we see the mindis of the vo^ 
taries of Christ turned from the grossnesses of 
sense to those high and holy meditations which 
bespeak the soul. It is true, that men destitute 
of immediate revelation often' indulged tbni- 
selves in speculations concerning eternity, but 
^ere was always something wild and visionary 
and vacillating about their theories ; *^ othw 
Lords besides God had dominion over them," 
and the real philosopher, while, with an ardent 
longing after immortality, he cast his anxious 
eyes upon the pagc^ of nature, saw indeed the 
volume which he rationally suspected to contain 
the welcome message of immortality> but, alas ! 
it was written in characters which he could not 
decypher, and told him a language which he 
could not understand. B ut surely. My Brethren, 
I shall not be going too far, when I assert that 
we, like St. Luke, '* have had perfect knowledge 
of these things from the very first/' 

From the hour of our arrival in this world, 
we have been prepared to look beyond it, and 
that bjessed Gospel, for which the Apostle la- 
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boured^ the maTtyr witnesflied, and the SaTioiir 
bled, is at once the law and consolation of out 
hearts. Oh! may itd blessed influence nevar 
slnmber^ or never cease to animate our conduct 
and our hopes. May all our observations on the 
state of nature and of man> conduce to strengthen 
and confirm, its vitaleflScacyrand whether we 
repose in comfort and in safety on the flowers 
of the shore^ or occupy our business amid the 
w<mders of the . d^eep^ whether we recline in the 
calm shade of content and competence^ or stru^« 
gle.through the dark waters of a more turbulent 
existence,— may we. never, never forget to 
^' praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men." 
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OHABACTSK OF BALAAM. 



HUHBBH8 XSXt. 18. 

Atui Balaam answered tmd taid unto the servcaU <^ 
Balak ; If BaJak would give tae his liouseftdl of sileer 
and gold, J cannot go beyond the word of the Lord m^ 
God, to do less or more. 

There is not a more common spectacle in this 
world of deceit and wickedness, than to. see 
men professing principles diametrically opposite 
to those by which they are uniformly governed ; 
and to hear them inveigh the most bitterly 
against the very views to which they are most 
addicted. Whether it be, that they imagine 
that no person will suspect them of those siira 
and follies which they so frequently abjure, or 
whether they really deceive themselves into a 
belief of their innocency ; the result is the same> 
namely, that a very material discrepancy {»'&- 
vails between the professions and actions of 
men, who nevertheless e^joy a tolerable credit 
in the world for honesty and religion. We da 
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not mean to inclade^ in the censure which we are 
about to pass upon this character, that numerous 
dass of human beings who have sufficient dis* 
cemment to see what is right, and yet sametimei 
foil in strength of mind to foUow the instigation * 
of their principles. It would be in the &ce of 
all experience, it would be the absolute wildness 
of Utopianism, to expect undeviating rectitude 
in the conduct of any man. The highest com* 
bined advantages of nature and education never 
yet formed a character of perfect consistency, a 
character which has its existence only in romance, 
and may be in vain looked for in individual his- 
tory. But what we do expect to find in a man 
of virtue and religion, is a uniformity of good 
intentions^ and a fair, though not an unbroken 
unity of conduct naturally arising from then^ 
In such a man we shall remark a certain harmony 
between his words and actions; a certain due 
of integrity which will enable us to draw a tde^ 
rable inference of what would be his behaviour 
in circumstances of untried difficulty, and by 
which, though he may through weakness occa-^ 
sionally err from it, his conduct will commonly 
be guided. 

A mejbncholy illustration of the truth of my 
first observation is afforded by the history of the 
prcq[fthet Balaam. From the words he has just 
uttered we would suppose him a most devout 
aodfidthfol servant of his Creator, and tl|e last 

15 
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aim of wlttdi one is led to suspect 'bim |^ilty> 
are those of eovetousness^ ambitioii, and idola* 
try. What t shall we charge the sia of cbvetous? 
ness on hun, who so nohly disdains > the hri* 
bery of wealth ? Shall we accuse of ambitioo 
him who spiims the proffered honours of . a 
mighty monarch ? I^iafl We impeach of idolatry 
him who professes so much devotion and obe*' 
dience to the will of the living God 1 *' If 
Balak would give him his house full of silver and 
gold, he cannot go beyond the word of the Lord 
his God> to do less or more." 

My Friends, it may be now necessary to re- 
mand you, that this Balak was king of the Moab- 
itcs, a nation of idolaters, as indecent and out- 
rageous as ever prostrated themselves b^ore 
the shrines of the abominable Baal-p^vr, and 
whom God had therefore commanded Israel to 
eJMt. and to destroy: this monarch, seeii^ thd 
numerous tribes thjEtt were marching in array 
against him, sends with all haste to Balaam, a 
celebrated wizard in the neighbourhood, and 
believing in common with the h^thens of that 
day in the efficacy of abjuration, in vites him watfa 
the gifts of divination, *' come curse me IsraeL? 
It seems, however, that Balaam^ whatever oiiay 
have been his ordinary custom when called upon 
for the purposes of enchantment, had oceasional 
intercourse with the true God> ^pd to him, ^he 
very properly applies in the pr^isentemei^iH^ 
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T}m i f»ml^\ of: ihfii application ia ^a y^itive^iwo*^ 
l)i})ilEM>iirAa go with the measeiigerd, and aatite; 
gifts ware ipi:«faably not sufficieutly Y^aluable io: 
excite him. to i^recrt rebellion against the Meat* 
HJgbi rfae allowsi'them to d^ait without him r 
7. get yoii'into your own. land," says the re- 
Ific^toat pxf>ph»t^ '^-fgar the. Lord refoseth to letr 
niego*" But Balak was too much afermed far 
^}s own safety^ and too well acquamfed witlithe' 
^enal oharacter of his friend^ to be so easily la^ 
l^ul^ed&om his desire io have Israel cursed; he* 
therefore dispatches, on the mouow, prinoesi 
vmt^ and xnoro honourable than his former a)n« 
)Mwadors» o£fer«Qg .him. the most i^usid^tafalei 
x^wafds if he will obey his summons^ ^ibftttH 
4aime>of riehes to satiafy his coretousness^aiMif 
$JlMtndance of hoslours to gratify his amhkiMJ 
'{ Thus sait^ BaJak (^ sod^of Zippor, let nothiitg 
{ paray.jthee hinder thee frcm coming unto mey 
aiMl I will promote thee iiuto tery great boAour,; 
and I will da whatsoever thou askest of me/ cf^nptf 
therefore I pray thee, curse vob this p^ple.** 
It was ou this second and earnest applieation; 
that' Balaam made the ,pik>fesaioti of my texA-r 
but we are now to learn ho# his acti<ms dosna^ 
po^ with it. Po6r, miseraUe, foblii^h man !' h^ 
detains the mess^oger that nighty in order tiEert 
he may influence the Almighty to comply wItH 
the siuggeiBtions' of his wtetched co vetoi»iieiJs i 
aik[ when* Crtfd ^m the severest irony teltt him to 
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^' go'* "Ihat he may feel the oonsequences of his 
aggrarated offence, he blindly sets forward on 
an expedition^ which at once proves his own 
impotence, Balak's wickedness, and God's omni- 
potence. The eyes of the apostate Prophet are 
forced open by divine illuminaticm against his 
will. He looks to the wilderness and sees Israel 
abiding in his tents. He looks to Moab, and 
sees its coming desolation ; he looks to futurity^ 
and sees the conquests, rest and happiness of 
the chosen people, and, unable to restrain the 
inspirations of the Holy Spirit, he pours them 
out in curses upon those whom he was catted to 
bless, and in blessings on those whom he w<ia 
invited to curse. 

On thk, Balak, in furious indignation expels 
him from his country; and Balaam subsequenfiy 
attempting to excite the conquerors to idolatry^ 
is slain together with the five kings, as we find 
it written in the thirty -first chapter of tim boekj 
by the sword of Israel. 

This, My Friends, is the character and his^ 
tory of Balaam; a character as opposite to i^e 
sentiment with whidi we have intrciduced Mta^ 
as are the glories of the noonday sun to the utter 
darkness of a moonless midnight. And I have 
gone thus far into his history in order to make 
with better effect such observations upon it as 
I hope may conduce to your several improve- 
ment. . In pursuing these observations T shall 
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be ■ M ta remark on two topiea : Ist; on. the 
wickedness of Balaam's character^ and 2nd. on 
the justnesB of his professions. 

let This character is much too prevalent in 
the w<>rld^ and much too little detested. It is 
altogether made up of selfishness, covetousness^ 
knd insincerity. Under the ma^ of candoiur 
tad piety, the abandoned prophet conceals the 
woet usurious and nefarious intentions; ands 
T?h3e he afifects to decry the gold and salver of 
&Jak, is preparing to set his honour, his life, his 
fsmd/in jeopardy, in order to obtain them. My 
fitrethren, I do not wish to be more censorious 
upeniyoifi, than I would be upon any other con*- 
gregation of professing Christians ; on the eont- 
trasy; I have every reason to be grateful for the 
w^hness I can bear to your regular attendance in 
the house of God ; for the soundness of your 
motals in the general, and for the individual viri- 
taes of some of you, with whom it has been nrf 
good fortune to be more intimately coavei^nd 
I do not mean for a single instant to degrade 
you or any of you to a level with the sinful|iQ$s 
pi this wioked man ; but little should I knowftf 
my own' duty; little of human nature and. «€ 
you, if I did not perceive that there is much 
tnthis character, with whieh your own con*- 
science will furnish matter to compare, and 
which may he profitably held up as a warning 
beacon against that insincerity which is the 

x2 
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greatest foe to true religion ; which not unfire- 
quently begins by deceiving ourselves^ and ends 
by deceiving others to the destruction of us 
both. How many are there for instance, who 
like Balaam profess, and perhaps like him at 
one period of his history, believe that they are 
ready to forego every species of temptation 
which wealth, or honour, or advancement, can 
throw in the way of their honesty or religion ; 
and yet like him conclude by accepting the very 
objects of their avowed abhorrence. Like him, 
in a miserable infatuation, they pause to plead 
with God upon the subject. They pause to de- 
liberate on the means of making a lust which is 
absolutely forbidden, compatible with the creed 
that prohibits it ; they pause to make religion 
compromise with worldly profit. Even after 
the most emphatic and dignified refusal of some 
message of transitory enjoyment which their 
passions bring them, they detain the messengers 
till they can convince themselves that there is 
nothing wrong in their indulgence. They are 
invited to join some scheme of wicked emolu- 
ment, some lawless speculation which their sober 
judgment disapproves, and they scruple not to 
avow their disapproval in the fair and manly 
language of a fair and manly spirit. But alas ! 
ere their heart has beat a second pulse to the 
energy of their utterance, ere their lips have 
ceased to vibrate frpm the words of their refusal. 
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they determine od another line of conduct, and 
vainly strive to sway the Almighty, the under 
ceivahle, from his resolution, and to influence 
Him to let them go. This last shade in the 
character of Balaam, and in that of those who 
resemble him, is so very remarkable, that I am 
induced to dwell upon it a little longer. That 
he was vaiii and mercenary, may be attributed 
to the inherent ruling passion of his nature ; 
that he was insincere and deceitful, was perhaps 
the result of his intercourse with jugglers and 
wizards; but that he should be so infatuated 
as to suppose it possible to sway the Almighty 
to the bent of his own evil inclinations, may 
appear to those who have formed any thing like 
correct notions of their Creator, as the very clir 
max of human absurdity. But neither is this 
instance of folly and wickedness without its 
parallel. There are those among us, whose 
mercenary spirits anchor on the ground of wealth 
and worldly prosperity, with such a deadly grasp, 
with such a fatal pertinacity, that not only will 
no warning of Scripture repel their ung^odly 
desires, but they are even induced to pray to the 
Grod in whom they believe, for assistance to their 
unjust acquisitions. Every prayer we breathe 
to heaven for gifts which the Gospel has pro- 
nounced as dangerous; every secret wi$h we 
indulge for possessions which Heaven has denied 
us, and to which we are only excited by our evil 
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passions; every petition for dangerous ttllfilltdl 
or for inordinate riches^ is^ like Balaam'}^ impo^ 
-tent endeavour, an insolent attempt to level 
divine providence^ not to our necessities^ but to 
our lusts, and a direct reversal of the ' real eoA 
and usefulness of prayer. . : 

Finally, I shall very briefly observe upon vrha* 
t proposed as the second topic of this disco«irSi^ 
that the failure of the Prophet's character aii4 
bonduct makes nothing against the justice of 
fiis professed sentiment, which should be a^nde 
i)f constant practice to every one who hopatitht 
^honourable name and calling of a Ohristian^nam 
^he moral law of God, the moral oUigation <tf 
liumanity are eternal and the sam^ ; subsisting 
at this day in the same force that they did four 
thousand years ago, and are, like th^ mind of 
their Originator, immutable for ever, * In no re- 
velation which God has vouchsafed to man ; in 
bo communication of his will on the great^poiHls 
of morality, do we trace the slightest shade' iof 
change or alteration. The laws of commuaiiies, 
the Taws of states and nations, may vary and in- 
form to the varying circumstance of €ke txmoi; 
but the law of God remains at unity, uiMdtewdiky 
human conduct, uninfluenced by htiman frf*f. 
For the sins of man, we are distinctly *itoid, 
that the lamb was slain since the foundation of 
the world; and for the guidance of man the 
Gospel will be preached, till '^ time shall be no 
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km^er." Bound therefore by every feeling of 
love and gratttude> and on every principle of 
reason and of duty to take him for our Lord and 
director, who has manifested so much grace to 
serve^ so much providence to guide, and so 
much power to punish us; let us make this 
sentiment of the Prophet, the influential prin- 
ciple of our life, when incited either by our own 
passions, or by the influence of others, to pro* 
ceed upon any questionable business; let us 
meet the question fairly and openly with this 
text upon our hearts, and see that it be not 
contrary to the will of God. Let us not go^ 
if the Lord says, go not ; let us not hesitate, if 
the Lord bids us to proceed. Though every 
lust diould be gratified by disobedience ; though 
all the Balaks in the world should combine 
their silver and their g<ddj their honours, and 
their offices, to tmpt us from our duty, let 
us never ^' go beyond the word of the Lord our 
.God to do less or more." 

By fioUowing this path we shall journey on in 
safety through all the pricks and briars of a 
thorny Ufe, and we shall not finish our pere- 
grination without finding that the Lord has 
been our shepherd, that his rod and his staff 
comfort us ; therefore need we fear no evil. 
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ON SBiiriSHNEBS AS PROSGRIBBD BT !■&£ 
CHRISTIAIf EBUaiO)^. 



RQMAKS XIV- i. 

For none of us liveth to himself. 

TsB latent principle in hnman nature^ from 
which most of its vices springs is the principle 
of selfishness. I call it latent, becaij^e it Iks hid 
Hot only from the observatioa of stmng^rs^ but 
frequently firem our omn consciences also ; and 
I call it a TMihirul {Nrinciple^ because it is im* 
doubtedly more or less wovetn into our eontpo^ 
sition; and unless counteracted partly hj the 
better impulses of our nature^ and partly by the 
influence of education, it advances with oior 
years, '* grows with our growth, and strengthens 
with our strength/' till it reduces us to the con^ 
dition of sordid and unamiable beings, the very 
reverse of what we ought to be acceding to the 
declaration of the text. 
There is a rational way of preaching the evan*- 
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gelical doctrine of human corruption, to which 
reason and experience easily assent, and which 
hy inculcating a becoming humility is productive 
of very happy effects. But there is a way also 
of enforcing the same subject, in which many 
who arrogate to themselves the exclusive title 
of Gospel preachers indulge, which is alike ad^ 
horrent to a good taste and a good understanding. 
To insist upoA the blackness aiid totality of 
human guilt to the gloomy extent to which we 
have sometimes seen it pushed, what is it but to 
throw a veil of cheerless gloom over the brightest 
features of revelation, and to confound in gene^ 
ral depravity the distinctions of virtue and of 
vice ? What is it but to quench those noWe aspi- 
rations of the human heart which, almost coie val 
with its formation, are the best proofs of its di-' 
vine original, and to spread over the feir face of 
society the sad and unearthly darkness of an 
unkindly and unnatural fanaticism ? That man 
is deplorably fallen from the happy state in 
which the mercy of his heavenly Father first 
created him; that he is polluted by sin, in- 
fluenced by evil passions, subject to deaths and 
amenable, to an awful judgment, are facts which 
it would be vain to dispute and wicked to deny* 
But to assert that man is naturally and entirely 
the slave of selfishness; that he has nothing 
amiable^ nothing generous, nothing virtuous in 
his composition, is as false, thank heaven, as it is 
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diflgUBting, a calumny upon human . nature; and 
a libel on the goodness of that almighty and 
aU'benevoIent power^ who made and who re^ 
deemed it God is loye and goodness Jufinite^ 
but infinite goodness can hold; no feilowship 
with total wickedness. Infinite goodness casH 
not love a nature which is whdQy and diaboli* 
caUy depraved ; and yet God manifested.fais love 
to us in this, ^ whfle we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us.** We admit then tiiat we are aiut 
ners, that disobedience, ingratitude, and selfish*^ 
nem, are constituent parts of our sin ; hnt wbSe 
we confess this, and cimfess it too witib bitt^f 
paiitence and tears, let \m not throw away firom 
us the hope of improvement and pardon, a hoifji 
founded equally on the origmal exeeUeoce of 
Wr nature, and on the pnunises lai GoA lor its 
venovation. In the work of improvemwt let 
the consideration implied in the text be pro^ 
"pedj operative ; '^ None of us liveth to hinyielfl-' 
In this we shall find an unfailing ratidate to 
disobedience and to selfishness. We live not 
to ourselves ; to whom do we live ? To God, to 
our country, to our fellow creatures. Let u^ 
reflect on the duties which this sacred truth im^ 
poses ; let us call to mind by what means, by 
what conduct, we shall me^ this solemn respon-* 
sibility, when, in the day of judgment, in the 
presence of angels and of God, in the preseiKe 
of all the spirits of the universe, it shall Ixp 
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urged upon ud; when the Saints the Patiiot^ 
the Phiknl^vopast of every age and every natioQi 
shall be gloriously recompensed for their pa* 
tience and self-d^al^ and live in everlasting 
communion with God and the God*like attri*- 
bntes, to which foy their piety and their virtue 
they asserted their kindred whHe on eartlu 
- L We live unta God ; and thi&i in every seluM 
inwhidit^ words can be understood. From 
him we offitne^ by him we had our beings and to 
faimi we must account for it. The childre»i of 
his lo^^ the creatures of his power^ the sulj^joots 
trf' his wiM^ our first and paramount duty is to 
loir4 to thank, and to obey him* His is. the 
k^n^dom fifom which we emanated, and to wihidi 
w»e are journeying ; and if such. My Brethren^ be 
the^sablime <Hr%in and end of our e^dstence^ by 
^hat't^ftnrta of virtue, by what perseveraiioe u 
foith/ by what exertions of our faculties, by 
i^hftt comsi^ency of character, ought we not to 
^serve asid retain tiliem ? Yes, My Friends, the 
lieritaga of heaven is ours ; far happier fields 
cthan those of paradise await us ; and if this, th|p 
patrimony which providence has designed for u^, 
be lost, it wiU not be lost by the ordination of 
God, but by our own wicked abandonment of 
our. duty and eur interest. If we liye not tp 
Juin in this life, whai pretensions can we advance 
:ta Ms patronage and protection in anoth^? 

if we render not to him the love and rei(§- 



316 SERMON XXX. 

reaee of chfldren^ on what grounds can we hope 
from him the beneficence of a &ther ? H we liire 
without God in this worlds we must expect that 
he also will live without us in the next. If by 
our selfishness^ our sensuality^ our infidelity, our 
hardness of heart and contempt of his word and 
commandment^ we proclaim (and what can pro^ 
daim it louder ?) our enmity to him^ we shall 
find that our future meeting will be, where that 
awful Scripture shsdl be realized, '^ our God is a 
consuming fire ! " 

IL We live to our country. And O! My 
Friends, which of you is there with a spirit w 
sordid, a heart so oold^ that they expand not at 
ihe name, and kindle not at the call, of their cotno- 
try ? ^^ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ! they 
shall prosper that bless thee/' was the patriotic 
^ayer of David, and I trust with equal fervency 
it may be appropriated by the inhabitants of a 
Christian land* Patriotism is the nurse of so 
many virtues, is associated with so mudi that 
we admire and love, that it perhaps reqatres no 
great eloquence to recommend it here. I would 
wish, however^ to advert generally to the duties 
which this virtue prescribes^ and to recommend 
them on religious principleifr to your practice. 
When Jesua Christ in his blessed revelations to 
mankind prockimed an universal liberty, mA 
declared that faiB kingdom was not of tiiis world, 
he was 3iet 00 ' far from dissolving Ihe existihg"' 
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governments and institutions of society, that bo 
reconunended a peaceful and faithful acqnies^ 
eence in them. He declared it right for ser« 
vants to obey their masters, for subjects to obey 
their king and all that are in authority under him, 
for citizens to cbey the laws ; in a word, to ren-< 
der unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, while 
we withhold not from God the things that are 
God's. Our country therefore has strong claims 
upon us ; claims which originated in expediency 
and are sanctified by religion, and in answering 
these claims are we to manifest our freedom from 
selfishness. We should hold the service of our 
country to be a religious duty, and to the per- 
formance of this duty the mere possession of 
ability is the call. If we are able to serve our 
country, we are to consider ourselves as called 
upon to do so ; when there is a probability of a 
conflict of duties, it is right to ascertain the rank 
which each duty holds in. order to give all their 
respective attention; some duties ar^ to be 
postponed to others, but there are few to which 
we should postpone the service of our country. 
To provide for the subsistence of our families, 
to answer the demands of just debts, are tem-- 
poral duties of paramount obligation ; but these 
are seldom incompatible with the devotion of 
some portion of our time to such other duties as 
the exigencies of our country may require of us. 
I have said that the being able to serve our 
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ommtry is a sufficient summons for. tlie perfi)i«i^ 
ftDce of the duty, and I am now going to puctt 
this doctrine further by observing that this ii$ 
im ability. My Brethren, which every one of 
you possesses ; you may not be called upon, itis^ 
true, to fill any office of state; you may wd 
perhaps either have the leisure or the means of 
undertaking any public trust, but still yon can 
serve your country. Of that country coiisidaed 
as a society, however humble may be jrour raook, 
however poor your fortune, however lowly your 
talents, you are yet a solid and an integral part; 
and the virtues or vices of that part most thi^m^ 
fbre affect the whole community. By amende 
raent, by virtue, by piety in the indifndnai,{tibie 
peUio cause is served. He lives noiito himseif} 
he Uv^ to his country, and no man can Idse^ 
sight of this consideration without violating ite 
rQMgfiau8dutymv«kedmmyteKk .() 

III. We live to oiir &]^w creatures^ to jmdi 
kmd at large. We are commasided tQ.^levB ^pun 
neighbour as our^elf; and who^ ouf n«gkbDuii 
is, our Saviour's parable to the Jewish lawrfnii. 
has suffldently intimated. By ike goideni tiiff 
of Christian reciprocity there foreatfa^i^ not^ si 
human being, who, if he needs our aid; has nofc af 
claim upon it ; no matter how lowly rMy - be 
his condition in the scale of society ; no matter 
how different from ours may be his sphere,, his 
country, and his faith; no matter wbat»')eoiii) 

15 
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tempt or hatred - the customs of the world may 
have inspired towards his class ; if providence 
throws him in the Christian's way^ the Chris- 
tian's eye will see in him a brother whom by 
the inviolable- ties of nature and religion he is 
bound to , pity and relieve. Without this dis- 
position to charity, all professions of religion 
are hollow and fruitless. The priest and Le- 
vite pass by on the other side, while the good 
Samaritan exhausts his oil and wine on the 
wounds of an unfortunate stranger. It is loot, 
however, by declaiming in general terms on 
philanthropy, that we can either serve or ex- 
cite odiers to serve their fellow creatures. A 
maa's views should be limited by his means. 
Few men have the jMweif of conferring essei^ 
tial benefits on great numbers of their species; 
and in tiiar endeavours to do good we ou^t 
therefore to aim rather at what is practicable 
than tat what is deairable^ A Christian minister 
may desire to convert the whole heathen woiid 
to the saving faith of his Master ; but if his 
judgment be commensulrate with his zeal, he 
w!iU begin^ by improving those who are within 
his reach, n^her than exhaust his means and his 
influence, where it would be impossible that they 
should prevaO. He may desire to bestow food 
and raiment and employment to all the indigent 
m his country : but knowing the impossibility 
of «ica>mplishing his wish, he will be content 
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with aflfording relief to the extettt of his power. 
It is only by adhering to such a rule as this, 
that the endeavours of beings whose fstculties are 
so circumscribed can be productive of success. 
It is true, that the possibility of failure should 
never deter us from a virtuous undertaking, and 
while we keep the rule in view we are not 
bound to be over-nice in the calculation. Of 
many of our means we know not the extent 
till we have tried them ; and as the race is not 
always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 
much after all must be left to the disposal of 
Providence. It is sufficient that we commence 
a deed of charity with a rational prospect of 
success; at certainty we can never arrive* 
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is 
God that must give the increase. On the whole. 
My Brethren, you are to learn from the Scrip- 
ture we have discusted, that among all God's 
creatures, there is no such state existing as that 
of perfect independence. That the whole chain 
of created beings hangs one link upon ano« 
ther, with the last link on God; that whether 
small or great, we all depend on him, for through 
him we live and breathe and have our being ; 
that no man has a right to consult his own 
selfish ends without regard to the community 
of which he is a member, or to the indivi* 
duals whom his conduct may affect. And that, 
finally, if we wish to inherit the kingdom of 

16 
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heaven as weU aa the reputation of morality 
we must preserve the harmony of the union by 
a solenm recollection that ^' none of us Uveih to 
hmsejfj" 
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THE LAST CHARGE OF JOSHUA TO THE ISRAELITES. 



JOSHUA XXIV. U, 15. 

Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity 
and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers 
served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt, 
and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil to you to 
serve the Lord, choose ye this day wham ye will serve ; 
whether the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell; but for me, and for my house, we 
will serve the Lord. 

The scene^ in which these words were originally 
introduced^ was one of extraordinary interest 
and solemnity. Whether we consider the cha- 
racter of the speaker^ the subject of his speech^ 
or the time in which they were spoken^ they 
will be found to deserve our very serious atten- 
tion. 

It appears from the chapter before us, that 
Joshua^ the venerable and successful leader of the 
hosts of Israel, had convened the whole magis- 
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tracy and people under his government unto 
Shechem^ and there in the land of their faUen ene^ 
mieSi the land of the ejected Amorites^ suaunoned 
them to consult on the most important topic of 
human deliberation ; the choice of the religion by 
which they were to abide. 

This holy chieftain, before the blasts of whose 
trumpets the walls of a hostile city had fallen 
to the ground, and who, under the auspices of 
his almighty Master, had triumphed over every 
nation l^at was set in array against him, was 
never more to conduct his followers to victory,- 
but, to use his own emphatic expression, '^ was 
going the way of all the earth." Convinced by 
the experience of a long life, and by the miracu- 
lous events which had crowded into it, of the 
paramount importance of truth and sincerity in 
religious matters, he could not die in peace 
until he had done his utmost to fix and purify 
the fiuth of his countrymen and their posterity. 

Now, therefore, when rest had been given to 
Israel, when they had time and leisure for the 
performance of every part of their law, and when 
the recollection of his long and briDiant suc- 
cesses, and the anticipation of his approaching 
dissolution, commanded a more than common in- 
terest in his auditors, he chose this happy oppor- 
tunity to urge on them with effect the mo- 
mentous question, on which their secular and 
eternal welfare both depended. 

Y 2 
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In a clear and animated manner, he set before 
them the toils and troubles and dangers which 
they had shared together, and the numerous 
conquests which they had achieved ; how over 
the dry sands of the refluent Jordan, the Lord 
had conducted them out of Egypt ; how the 
warring nations that encompassed them, the 
men of Jericho, the Jebusites, the Perizzites, 
and the Hittites, fled before them ; how the 
altars of the living God had arisen over the 
fallen shrines of a foul and senseless idolatry, 
and the incense of the -Levitical sacrifice, and 
the yet purer ofiering of subdued and contrite 
hearts, ascended from the sanctuary of the once 
barbarous Gerizim ; and, on the strength of all 
these precedents of the goodness and power of 
Jehovah, he proposed to the people, '' choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve, whether the 
gods of your fathers on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land ye dwell ; but for me and for my house, we 
will serve the Lord," And in the next verse we 
read the answer of the people ; '' God forbid 
that we should forsake the Lord to follow other 
gods." 

My Brethren, it is quite impossible that I can 
ever address you, under circumstances so imme- 
diately imposing, under advantages so obvious to 
the senses, as those which riveted the attention 
of the Israelites on the last speech of their popu- 
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lar and victorious leader. I cannot excite the 
generous sensibility of your hearts by the re- 
miniscences of mutual perils successfully encoun- 
tered ; I cannot remind you of gigantic adver- 
saries overthrown in their opposition to your 
progress towards an earthly Canaan; of God 
manifest by signs and wonders wrought in your 
presence; of victories surpassing human credi- 
bility achieved by His strong hand and out- 
stretched arm in your behalf. I cannot point 
to the neighbouring hills and vallies, and appeal 
to your recollection of the ferocious heathen who 
knew not God^ and whom God dispossessed 
that you might dwell therein ; nor can I shew 
you the sacred tablets graven by the divine fin- 
gers with the laws and ordinances which I would 
fain enforce. But if. My Friends, we fail in 
these advantages which the legislators of old 
possessed ; if our time and place afford not the 
awful associations which hallowed the scenes of 
Sinai and Shechem, still. Christian hearers, still 
there exist, there are implied by the very name 
by which I address you, a thousand adjuncts 
to religion^ which the people of Judah knew not, 
and which ** many kings and wise men" in vain 
*^ desired to know ;" you live under a more gracious 
dispensation than that which the Jews enjoyed, 
for of the ^' shadows of good things to come" 
revealed to tkeniy you possess the reality. Look 
to the chapter of the bible on which I am dis- 
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eoursing> and compare with the state of the 
Israelites recorded there your own situation. 
If God gave to the men of Israel lands for which 
they laboured not> has he not given you an in- 
heritance for which another toiled ? If God gave 
them the fruit of vineyards and olive yards 
which they planted not, has he not given you 
a covenant, sealed by another's blood> the blood 
of one by whose sufferings you are saved ? Ii5 
after their Warfare accomplished, God gave th^n 
rest in the land of promise, has he not given you, 
in the revelations of the Gospel and in the aid of 
the Comforter, the everlasting rest of the people 
of God ? The counsel, therefore, which Joshua 
offered to the Israelites, I can surely apply to 
you with equal argument in its favour ; *^ fear 
the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth.*" 
Are you capable of reverence ? Fear Him who 
has shewn the terrors of his arm in the overthrow 
of your spiritual enemies, and in the vengeance 
which he denounces on the disobedient. Are you 
susceptible of gratitude and love ? Serve him who 
has called you to the light of Christianity, who 
has distinguished you in an especial manner by 
that call, and has particularly '^ commended Ms 
love to you in this, while you were yet simiers, 
Christ died for you/' But if in the face of all 
ihia goodness, and in defiance of all thai justice, 
" you think it evil to serve the Lord/* why then, 
I can say no more to you than the Patriarch said 
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V 

to Israel^ /' choose you tMs day whom ye will 
serve ; but for us> and for our house^ we will 
serve the Lord.'' 

I have no doubts My Brethren^ that thus 
called upon to determme your religion, if the 
customs and decorum of this place permitted a 
congregation to make answer to the preacher, 
you would one and all rise up^ and with cor- 
respondent words to those of the men of Israel, 
exdaim^ ** God forbid that we should forsake 
the Lord to follow any other god V" And I will 
give credit to very many of you for the sincerity 
of such a reply. I will suppose that so far as 
your notion of service goes, you intend to pay it ; 
that by whatever you deem a sufficient estrange- 
ment from false gods, you stand aloof from ido- 
latry ; and that what you think a sufficient por- 
tion of time> and thought^ and labour^ you devote 
to God. But to this temporising policy, what 
says the Scripture ? '^ thou shalt serve the Lord 
thy God, and kim only shalt thou serve'' The 
error arises, perhaps, rather from a negligent 
reading of the commandment than from an evil 
ihtention, aild I shall, therefore, endeavour to 
point out to you, as conscisely as possible, 
some erroneous notions of religious duty, through 
which men become, in the truest sense, obnoxious 
to the charge of idolatry, and of insincere wor- 
^ip to God* 
« Where a matfs treasure is, there will his 

16 
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heart be likewise/' If your treasure be in hea- 
ven, then will your conversation be in heaven, 
also. If you place your hopes of supreme good 
in the fruition of those joys which Christ has 
promised to the faithful^ then will your main 
endeavours be directed to the attainment of them^ 
to the comparative disregard of all temporal 
prosperity. I do not mean by this doctrine to 
repress either that noble ambition which, through 
" things honest and lovely and of good report/' 
leads to honours and advancement in this life, 
or that necessary cBconomy and pi'udence which 
provides for future contingencies. There kre 
cases in which the business of man is perfectly 
consonant with the business of God; and indeed, 
if it were not so, religion might be a very good 
thing for the inhabitants of another world, biit it 
could never have been introduced into this ; still, 
I maintain, that the test of earnestness in the 
pursuit is a very plain one, and so easy of appli- 
cation, that not only will you be able to judge 
of your own spiritual state by it, but other men 
also may by observance come to a tolerable 
judgment upon it. If they see you revengeful, 
proud, and sensual, they will reasonably infer 
that you cannot be followers of Christ, because 
he was forgiving, humble, and abstinent. If 
they see you revelling in dissipation, drunken- 
ness, and lust, they may fairly pronounce on 
your alienation from God, because in his do- 
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minions there is nothing analogous to these 
things^ and those that do them are denied ad- 
mission there. Again^ if in sincerity and truth 
you pray to your heavenly Father, ** thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done,** will you not use 
every faculty to advance that, kingdom, and to 
transact that will ? Saint James very pertinently . 
illustrates, that there is no charity in giving a 
benison to thb poor from whom you withhold 
your alms; neither is there any religion in 
praying, however fervently, for the extension of 
the Gospel, while by your actions you rather 
retard than accelerate it. Prayer is one and a 
very important mean of grace, it is among the 
first steps to be taken towards that service of 
the Almighty, which constitutes the injunction 
of my text. But then, you must '^ pray with 
the spirit and with the understanding likewise," 
you must pray with warmth, and offer ideas to 
the words of prayer, or the office is altogether 
nugatory. Now, every prayer, breathed by a 
really devout man to the divinity, presupposes 
the co-operation of the worshipper to obtain the 
object of his petition. If that object can be 
attained by human means, he resorts to human 
means for its attainment; if he prays for the 
welfare of his fellow creature, a practical bene- 
volence will accompany his prayer ; if he prays 
for the good of his own soul, for its alienation 
from the world, for its devotion to Christ, he 
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will demonstrate Ins earnestness and smcerify 
by a diligence in holy pursuits, and by an ab- 
stractioii from sin. There will be na wavering 
in the conduct of such a man. He will not ^' fol- 
low the multitude to do evil ;*" he wiU not be 
biassed by the popular character of infidelity ; 
he will '* not be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ'' 
^* Though the proud should hold him in derision, 
be wiQ not shrink from his law ;" but when any 
daring outrage is offered to his faith, when under 
the presumed sanction of a spurious social tolera- 
tion, his religion becomes the theme of the cavil- 
ler, or the mockery of the scomer, he will seize 
with avidity that very moment to declare hia 
creed,and to all the sneers of wanton wit, to all the 
ridicule of the shortH»ighted foc^ who use it, he 
wiU oppose the simple sentence of his Redeemer, 
'^ whosoever confesses me before men, him will / 
confess before my Father and bis angels." The 
fidse notion which obtains conoemingr prayer, 
and by which the Apostle accounts for its occa- 
sional ine£Gicacy, '^ ye ask and ye receive not^ be- 
CWM ye ask amiss,** is carried into every other 
department of the service of God. It is a want 
of sincerity and truth that lies at the bottom of 
our professed reSgion, and causes all its feeble- 
vem anfd fiulure. It is a species of intol»»ble 
neutrafity between the sides of God and Baal. 
It i& a desire to compromise between the cause 
of Christ and of the world : to we«r the ntote and 
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enjoy the benefits of the former^ while the hewt^ 
My Brethr^i> is in Teverence and subjection to 
the latter. So £sur as custom sanctions^ so £Eur as 
decency requires, we are willing to seem religious. 
If swearing and profaneness be proscribed by 
fashion, we are more chaste and cautious in 
attesting the name of Deity. If it be the habit 
of the neighbourhood to frequent the Church, 
or if some more than commonly favoured preach* 
er entertains us there, we easily concede to him 
the homage of our attendance ; but just let 
custom alter, let religion be thought to hare too 
able advocates, let but a popular cry be raised 
against the alarmng influence of the priesthood, 
or some paltry, private prejudice be conceived 
against the individual minister, and what be- 
comes of our religion ? Why, without, ever 
pausing to ask the only question aQowable to 
faith and charity, — ^is this man instrumental to 
the advanicement of God's truth, does he preacb 
the Gospel, or does he preach it not ? — ^the flimsy 
robe of our professed piety is flung away from 
us, we abandon the sanctuary in which our vows 
were pronounced to heaven, and shew too plainly 
to the world, and to the rejoicing god of the 
world's idolatry, what power we obey, whose 
servants we are indented, and whose yoke we 
have preferred to that of Christ 

My Friends, if I speak to you with some 
warmth and boldness on this subject, I speak to 
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you with discretion too ; what I say to you is 
the result of serious deliberation^ and in the re- 
tirement of my chamber I consider well the 
consequences of every doctrine which I deliver 
from my pulpit I never have advised^ and 
never will advise^ a dissolution of those social 
and civil obligations, which are not only per- 
fectly compatible with our profession as Chris- 
tians, but which Christ has recognised, cemented, 
and sanctified. 

In order to become Christians, it is not neces- 
sary to abjure our trades, our occupations, our 
several relations in life ; it is not necessary so 
to sear and indurate the heart, as to render it 
incapable of love, of friendship, and all the inno- 
cent and endearing enjoyments connected with 
them; but it is. necessary to dissolve those ties 
which bind us to the wheel of fashion where- 
soever it may turn, and howsoever it may defile 
us ; it is necessary to cross that Rubicon which 
rolls between us and God in this life, and which 
is typified by the impassable gulph between 
Lazarus and Dives in the next ; it is necessary 
to pass that line of demarcation which virtually 
separates the Christian from the unchristian 
world, to array ourselves under his banner who 
battled for us against all the spirits of evil and 
of darkness, to stand up in manful opposition to 
those sentiments and actions which militate with 
the mandates of our Saviour, and so to evange- 
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lize ourselves and our professions^ that whatso- 
ever we do shall be done in righteousness^ 
'* whatsoever we do being done unto the Lord." 
If we do this, we shall be saved ; if we do it not, 
we shall be condemned. This is a simple po- 
sition, and the simplest among you must under- 
stand it fully. Hesitate not then in your choice. 
Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. Must 
interest decide your preference ? Look fairly at 
the felicities of heaven, and compare well their 
brightness and their permanence with the dull 
and perishable vanities of earth. Do the old 
associations of sense and selfishness cling around 
you and bind you to the world ? Cut them re- 
morselessly away, for "he that is found in Christ 
is a new creature ;" not new in being absolved 
from all the obligations of civilized humanity ; 
not new, in virtue of a second and miraculous re- 
generation, conferred without desert, and ascer- 
tained by a special and instantaneous illumina- 
tion; not new, in being bowed and bound to 
the yoke of papal infallibility in violation of all 
duties to kings, to country, and to parents ; but 
new, in the progressive acquisition of a clearer 
insight into the essential truths of the ever 
blessed Gospel ; new, in seeing by the eye of 
faith, how the corruptions of his own nature 
are washed away by the blood of the great 
atonement, and his conduct purified by the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit ; new, in consult- 
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iqg the will of the Creator in utter disregard of 
hiB own inclination^ or of the inclinations of sin- 
fulf erring creatures like himsdf ; and new, in 
p^ceiving the mercy of God in every dispensa- 
tion which before alarmed him, and in looking 
forward, thnough every dark vicissitude of perfi- 
dious men andfoUra fortunes, to those realms of 
unimaginaUe joy^ *' where tears shall be wiped 
from every eye, and where there diall be pam 
and sorrow no more." Amen* 
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ON THE OFFICB OF JOHN THE BAPTIST^ AND THE 
MODERN MINISTRY OF THS GOSPEL. 



MALACHI UI. 1. 

Behold I mil send my messenger and he shaU prepare 
my way before me ; and the Lord^ whom ye seei, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, evei% the messenger of 
the covenant. 

It has heea the invariable custom of the Chris* 
tiaii Church to commemorate particular sear 
sons of the year with appropriate ceremcmies 
and instructions^ a custom which may be sup- 
posed to have originated in Divine command- 
ment> and which has been found extremely 
beneficial in quickening the energies of devotion 
and in directing them to a determinate object 
Conformably to this laudable and useful practice, 
I have adduced the words of my text as iniaro- 
ductory to the fittest subject for our conside- 
ration at the present time, and ^ we shall soon 
be called upon to celebrate the most glorious 
epoch, in our spiritual history, the advent of 
our blessed Saviour himself^ we shall do wdl to 
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prej^re ourselves fdr that joyftil otcasioii by^gir^ 
ing' sbme atfentioii • to the * character and oi&ae 
of hiflr forerunner. ' The Son of God^ though 'ha 
miide hiB appearance in the world f^ v&ied*iA 
humility*' and among the lowliest of' its inhafti-r 
tants, was ifiot ushered into it -without' obdum-^ 
stances divinely provided to autfaentiQatis kis 
persoti and to attest his Divinity. A los^' sqc^ 
cession of prophecies and revtelations foretcM 
the manner and the object of his mission; The 
promise dimly shadowed out to Eve was bright- 
ened unto Abraham^ and each succeeding pa* 
triarch and prophet, from Jacob down to^Msh 
lacbi, beheld in clearer prospective the ye^ 
ddinption of mankind. But it was in the ccmn^ 
^e^ of Heaven that a special messenger shoisM 
"j^ri^ced^ the iinmediate descent of the M esj^fe 
There was to be heard ^Hhe voice ofone wying 
in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the 
liord'; make straight in the desert a high 'w^ 
fer our God.^ There was to eeme a seoeiid 
BBjah; to " turn the hearts of the fathers iiiito 
the '^ ehiWren, and the hearts of the disobediei* 
•ilttto the wisdom of the just.*' To inei«a«ei*e 
*^nity of this niessehger; the spirit of j*ophecy 
had ceased ^in Israel for thtee hundred yeate, 
a^'M^aehi the fast of the pvopheta^lwdtDld 
tMW 'crthin^. "to attest^ his mission/ hi» Tii<*vity 
H»b'*&iffSdulous arid ' his educaJlibii wdnder&il- 
In the old ag6 of hSs i)arents^he was'boitti aAd 
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in the desert be was brought up. The glos- 
saries of an arrogant priesthood, the traditions 
of the false, and the superstitions of the weak, 
had corrupted the letter of the law. The 
offerings of Judah were polluted and refused ; 
the Urim and Thummim were consulted in vain, 
the responses of Deity were withheld from a 
faithless and idolatrous generation ; and it was 
among the woods and wilds of nature, remote 
from the schools and tabernacles of Jerusalem, 
that the Baptist received the revelations of his 
God. Of the manner in which these instructions 
were delivered, whether by spiritual visions in 
the dead of night, or by the ministry of angels 
in noon-day, it is not our province to enquire, 
but from their effects we may estimate their 
quality and their sufficiency. The voice, whic^ 
former prophets had foretold, issued from John 
in the wilderness. That voice announced the 
advent of the long-expected Christ to be at 
hand ; that voice declared the solemn office of 
the messenger to prepare the way before him ; 
that voice exhorted th6 multitude to flee froqi 
the wrath to come; that voice which warned 
them of their danger directed them to the means 
of escape, and adverted to the necessary pre- 
liminaries of penitence and reform, in those 
awful words which can never be heard too often, 
or pondered on too seriously ; " repent ye, fa* 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
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^ThuB did John the' Baptist proceed in the 
discharge of the sacred duty to which he bsA 
been destined long hefore his hirth ; but it wa^ 
his blessed privilege to behold as wdL aa to an^ 
nounce the Saviour of mankind* He had da4 
elared to his disciples that heyviB not the Christ, 
that one coming after him was preferred b^pe 
ban, the latchets of whose shoes be was^ aot 
worthy to unloose. Here we may pause to re^ 
mark the deep humility of the Prophet> and the 
ineffable majesty of the Redeemer. The for^ 
mer^ pious, and inspired^ and ^icalted as he was> 
felt only anxious in tiie perfcmnance of his fmie^ 
tions ; was inflated with no selfHSuffieieney and 
pride arising from the consciousness of his high 
and holy calling, but pronounced himself tpo 
despicable to execute the meanest offices of a 
servant to his glorious and aU**ex€eUing Master. 
The latter stood, till then unknown, among the 
tnultitude to whom he was announced by 'his 
herald, ^' Behold the Lamb of Ood who taketfa 
atviay the sins of the world t" His eternal ^son^ 
ship was instantly testified, and the crowded 
banks of the Jordan witnessed, at the important 
ceremony of his baptism, the presence of tiie 
three persons of the Trinity ; Jesu& Christ in- the 
man baptised, the Holy Ghost in* the descending 
g)6ry, and the everlasting Father in the voice 
frbte Heaven, ^' this is my beloved Son, iU' whtfm 
ran^'fwell pleased." The < completion of the 
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Baptist's fobomrs was now approachiil^ ; he liad 
titkered the warning cry from the wilderness ; 
he/bad made ready the way^ and the Lord had 
eome to his temple ; he had not lived in vain ; 
but he was required ere he reoeired his crown 
of: glory to seal his sincerity by a death of mar* 
tyidom^ His unbending honesty and rigid 
piety in the court of a tyrant hastei^d his doom. 
The adultery of Herod and the reTengefol 
crudty of Herodias were only instrmnents in the 
hand of God to confer immortal honour on his 
senrant ; and John^ beheaded in prison by theconsh 
ma»d of an inebriated prince at the instigation of 
a dancing wanton, has added one more instance 
to the many atrocities which distinguished that 
^ perfidious and persecuting generation,*' 
u Having taken this brief survey of the history 
and .office of the Messenger of Christ's first ad- 
^ent^ I must request your attention to the ana«- 
Ifigy of duty subsisting between him and those 
nmiisters who have been employed since the 
death of. oar Saviour^ as stewards of his myste* 
ries^ and as. harbingers of his second coming to^ 
jud^ :tfae world ; and whose province it has 
b^n and: still is^ to m^ike i^ady his way^ by dis- 
pensiirg his sacraments, by preaching his Cr<M»- 
p^, and by enforcing his example. In order, to? 
r^rder this analogy as dear as my poor abilitjf. 
will permit, I propose to. look back. t0 th^ Qfi^fv 
Best &ges of Christianity ; to consider tbe/p^imat 

z2 
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establishment and progresston erf; the Gospel^ 
the method by which it was originally avouched, 
and the sort of persons by whom it was prop 
mulged. Thence I shall advert to those changes 
in the world and in the istate of the Ghurdi, and 
to those retointions in society which have tea* 
dered requisite in the Ministers of the woibA, 
qualifications certmnly, though not obmomfy; 
unnecessary ramong the primitive Christians. 

It is a fact worthy of remark, and cfne that 
will contribute materially to the grateful faith 
of the reflecting Christian, that of all the re- 
ligions prevalent at difiSsrent a^as in the^faistorsr 
of the world, there is ovly^me, the advancement 
of which can be adduced as a proof dedsiT^i of 
its divine authority, and that that one is his own; 
Some religions owed their advancement to the 
encouragement they offered to the most crimi^. 
nal and urgent passions of men, and othesrs 
to the assistance they derived from the arm 
of temporal power. Whence had the religions, 
of Greece and Rome their ascendancy ? They 
were closely entwined with the state. They 
were dear to the magistrates to whom they 
allotted the honors and profits of the Priest- 
hood ; they were dear to the people to whom 
they iafforded splendid spectacles, munificent 
festivals, and various ceremonies of indecent 
and profligate voluptuousness ; they were dearr 
to the artist whose skill they excited and whose 
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fame they perpetuated ; they were dear to the 
soldier whose courage they stimulated^ who^e 
profession they patronized^ and whose banner 
they consecrated. In fine^ though they were 
religions of any thing rather than the heart, they 
had so amalgamated themselves with the pre- 
vailing taste and manners of the age, they had 
so commingled with all their laWs, and usages, 
and literature, that the many concurred to de- 
fend the creed which few perhaps conscien- 
tiously believed. Whence again are we to trace 
the prevalence of the Mahometan fsuth ? Surely 
to causes somewhat similar, and simply human ; 
it encouraged sensuality, it supplied avarice; 
to the intellectual it offered homage in the sub- 
lime imagery of the Koran, to the warrior it 

gave employment in the battles it enjoined. 

• 

Well did the false prophet of Mecca estimate the 
human character, and well did he adapt his bre- 
viary to the passions of humanity. There lay 
stretched before him the possessions of the in^ 
fidel. He exhibited them as a lure to the indi- 
gent, and he called down a feigned warranty 
from heaven to sanctify their subjugation. His 
ambitious and comprehensive mind had con- 
ceived a scheme of universal sovereignty, and to 
further, his purpose, he conjoined a moral with 
a political revolution. He strengthened zeal by 
uniting it with pleasure ; he checked no guilty 
<lesires^ while he directed enthusiasm to hii^ de- 
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tenniiied ends ; he aflbwed to his irihar^ts the 
riches and the heatrty of the Und> and hb Mli* 
tary prohihitioii of the use of wine was merely 
the reMlt of an apprehension that intMJeati^i 
might become fatal to his conquests. '^ ^ 

As the doctrines of GhristSanity diffe)^ radl^ 
cally ttom the doctrines of Mahometahism, so 'do 
its pretensions to credibility rest upon a bai^s 
altogether different The founded of the latt^ 
grounded the sanctity of his mission on the snb^ 
fimity of the Koran and on the success of^'blil 
ftrms. He bids us read his volume, and loOlf ^at 
his triumphant standard : but who4oei^Mt^p<^ 
ceive that the poetry of the Koran may be most 
isublime, and the crescent may wave on evev^ 
battlement between mount Athos and the Andbs, 
and yet Mahomet be no other than- a cunning 
and conquering impostor? But Jesus Christ 
declared himself the Son of God, and referred 
his disciples to the fulfilment of prophecies in 
his person, and to the performance of miradas; 
Here then i« the diflference in the tex:t» Hare is 
evidence tangible md conclusive ; for if the pro- 
phecies were fulfflled and the miracles were 
wrought, Christianity could not be &lse. Chris- 
tianity, therefore, was primarily estaUished by 
miracles ; it was subsequently left to woric its 
way by means. Its first proselytes were foosld 
in the haunts of poverty and labour; its earlit»st 
preachers were illiterate publicans and unttt- 
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tiwed cvaftfiaoten^ . So banren was ., the soil id 
wiiich this, grain increased into a tree, so humble 
were the toi^ueis which spread the. tidinga of 
salvation from the bondsman and the captive to 
the high and honourable o£ the earth. But what 
WES it that made these efforts so successful? 
The faculty of. persuasion is not naturally inhe- 
n^t in ignorance; nor is conviction the neces- 
sary xesuli from the discourses of ceal without 
Imowledge. No, My Friends, but the sacred vo- 
lume itself affords us ample information to re^ 
solve this enigma; it tells vus of the pleasure of 
Omnipotence, to '' perfect praise out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings," and that thesre^ 
^me he chose the poor and the uneducated, the 
iaiants in understanding, to confound the pru- 
dent, and the mighty, and the wise. It tells us 
of the wisdom of men being often foolishness 
with God, and that he, therefore, entrusted a dis- 
pensation of his word to the poor fishernien of 
Galilee. But these men were not abandoned 
:to their own ability in this great enterprise. 
Their ignorance was dissipated by the clear 
illuminations of the Holy Spirit^ their weakness 
was converted to str^igth by the resource* pf 
siubstantiating by miracles the truth of their 
Wessons. Uninstructed by man, they were en- 
dowed by God with the gift of languages,^ and 
thus it was that when the enticing words of mor- 
tal wisdom failed to persuade or to convince the 



^' demomitratioa oftke'Spirit and of power.'' An^ 
now^ My Brethren^ weputit to your own common 
sense and disceroment> to <pereeive the ^obnipiiB 
difference between the circumstonces of die Gos^ 
pel in the times> of the Apostles laad those IhiA 
subsist in the present day. We ivdU not, we'idfife 
not, doubt, that it is in the power of iGodf^ 
operate 4;he most important events by tbemeanest 
instrumentality ; and the. Scriptures whish qbf^ 
tainly contain all things necessary for salvatioik^ 
provided always that they be rjghtly .under^Dodj 
inform us that in the earjy ages of the Church ii 
was no less in his wUl than in his power. > lie 
did make use of the humblest, instrum^rtfir 
but we must hot forget that in his hands they 
became the most powerful. He propagated, a 
saving creed by the lowest of mankind, but 
under his auspices they became the highesl. 
He allotted the dispensation of mysterious sa^- 
craments to the dullest intellects, but illumined 
by his Spirit they became the brightest. The 
commission of the modern ministry of the Church 
of Christ originates in the same source as that 
of the Apostles, namely, in the will of God, and 
the only distinction is, in the mode by which 
their authority is delivered and authenticated. 
They must be called by God, they must be ap- 
proved by God, they must be fitted by God as 
stewards of his mysteries. For whether they 
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in>ii]& slectiea'^f mihtsteri^; ai^ ih every' otT^ 
dspaittmentl of his gmemmeiiV, de^i^s^ no' loit- 
er fimn v^ihsit are^o^^d the oriiitiary ^toeeisi^ 
0f filature* For • the" frtith of thk aisettioh, wd 
apfveal'to Teaban> We appear to experfehde, W^ 
appeal td\6cripttire. Is it reasonable to eii:p^x^ 
instraction from the^ • unihstr ucted ? ' IDoes Itf 
come iHixier any of your ii^itidual expi^hbe^ 
that; God has wrou]^ a miracle in faroni^' tf^ 
listless ignorance ? Do the S^criptures any w&^f^ 
tell t you that the wonder-working power of fH^ 
Apostles should be continued to their desceidd-^ 
ants? Not the most sanguine enthusiast amohg 
youy not the most passive credulity is more 
ready and earnest to believe, than I am to de- 
dare, a full and firm conviction that the aicl 6f 
the Holy Spirit, that sanctification and grace, 
are still vouchsafed to those who humbly seek 
them. The probable difiference between us re- 
gards only the channel of their operation, t 
know the Almighty Power is the same now as' 
in the old time before us, the same to day, yes- 
terday, and for ever, but experience tqaches me 
that the modes of its manifestation differ. I call 
to mind the gracious promise of our Redeemer^ 
that where two or three are gathered together 
in his name there will he be present; but while! 
I devoutly confide in the fulfilment of this. pro- 
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mise^ my judgment and my memory both iovbid 
me to expect a sensible revelation of his pr&» 
sence. I look for him therefore in the bmer 
man. I look for the impression of Deity on my 
heart. I look for his spiritual influences in the 
aspirations of my soul^ and in the strengthening 
of my mental faculties by the study of his Qm» 
pel ; in the very foith and gratitude which tbf^ 
excite, I find the best evidence of his assistaiioe, 
and the safest assurance of his protections Ate 
you anxious. My Brethren, to draw nigh unto 
God, to be sanctified by his Spirit, to become the 
chosen vessels of his grace ? I conjure you to 
pursue so desiiable an object by the soixei; 
methods which cannot deceive and will nevei? 
foil you. Rely not on the dreams of ilna^iataon 
foUible as fi^vent, but bring every seemin^Ijir 
spiritual suggestion to the infallible touchstone 
of the word of God. '' Ask and ye shall have,; 
seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall -he 
opened unto you." Pray, and a devotwnal sj^t 
shall reward your prayers; search the Sczsp* 
tures, and knowledge shall recompense jyom^ 
diligence. Expect not that God will devisiif 
from his general plan in your particular hekal^ 
but embrace the means of salvation as he 'has 
offered them, in faith, in prayer, in study, and 
reflection. By these . means you wilL sooiLbe 
sensible of that improvement of the heart, with- 
out which you cannot enter the hingdom^of 
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heaven i by these means you Will perceive your 
daily advance in a state of holiness^ and by these 
means you will be always able to defeat the 
maefainations of the Ginning sceptic, and to 
defy the utmost malevolence of the learned un- 
believer* Without attaching too i^uch import*- 
ance to the wisdom of men oa the one hand, 
and without despising it on the other, let us 
endeavour to make it subsidiary to the purposes 
of piety and virtue. Let those, who have the 
ability to learn, study diligently the words of 
eternal life, that they may dispense them. to» thd 
ignorant ; and let those to whom providence has 
denied the advantages of reading, listen and 
erbey. 

Thus, My Friends, under the influence of a 
Gfaristian spirit, a spirit gentle, humble, and do- 
cile, yet firm, vigorous, and active, I do net 
scruple to affirm, that there is not one who now 
hears me that may not imitate with useful effects 
the character we have this day coiBidered. No^ 
one, who may not be serviceable in turning tbQ 
hearts of some disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just ; not one who may not be instrumental in 
extending the sphere and prompting the mte^est^ 
of Christianity, and not one who may not re- 
ceive the everlasting blessing, when the Lord 
whom he serves shall suddenly return to his 
temide, to acknowledge his children and to 
Irecompense his worshippers. 
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ON THE TRIALS OF HUMAN LIFE. 



1 PETER IV. 12, 13. 

Bebwed, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto you ; but rejoice y inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Chrisfs sufferings, t/iat when his glory is 
revealed ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

Thx Scriptures repeatedly inform us, and the* 
testfanony of history and our own experience" 
confirm the sentence, '^that man is born to 
misery ;'^ thatfae is destined from his moth^'s 
womb to bear his allotted portion of those afflib-^' 
tiotis whicfe the crimes of his progenitors ha^- 
enltailed* upon him, and that he inherits from h^ ' 
ficst parents anestate of toil and sorrowi TriaWi* * 
and)pxivMions; and mlsfortunfes; are then tW^ I6t 
of humisi/feiity ; they are* the toerciful commtitai^* 
tion^ €f severer aiid everlasting' puAtshtii^t,' * 

^•ji> , ii •■ 1 1 . i -■ • • J. . . . . » ^i v'H'<f/ 

If J Bx^ached after a dreadful fire in tlie town of St. Jo^V^ 
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merited by original sin ; they are interwoven, as 
it were, with the branches of our faith ; they 
are the test of our obedience, the proof of our 
resignation, and the .moans. . of « ow redemption. 
By being made ^^ partakers of Christ's sufferings** 
we are called upon " to work out our own salva- 
tion," and so to become partakers of '* his glory ;" 
a glory which '^ in all time of our wealth, in all 
time of our tribulation,** we are charged to keep 
in remembrance ; and if we look on the accidents 
that befal us with this view, if we regard the 
disasters and disappointments of the world with 
the firm and vigorous eyes of Christian resolu- 
tion, we shall have ample reason to admit, that 
in every dispensation of Providence there is 
pity ; in every trial sent by the Creator, there 
is a dompassipnate consideration of the fraHtyi 
of the c^ea^ure^ and '' at the top of judgment^' 
tbere is manifested ^ God of mercy and. ofJove 

Constituted i(s human, nature is, adversity is 
obviously necessary to soften the heart, to wean 
the affections from a too fond partiality to the 
gifts of external fortune, and to fix our regards 
on that immortality of weal or woe, to which, 
our present state of existence is merely the 
channel. In the joyous dawn of life, when all. 
is fresh and gay about us, when our kind Father 
visits us but in the balmy breeze of health, and 
sheds around us the unnumbered blessings of 
his overflowing love, we are much too apt to 
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{^rget, in the greatness of the gifts^ biir db^ltga* 
tioQs to tke I>onor, and to use, and abuse laii 
braefits^ with trifling levity and thoughtless tin 
gratitude. In those, moments of delightful fafnt 
visionary happiness^ weakly conceiving that the 
glowing sky of our wishes shall never be shaded 
by the clouds of disappointment^ we neglect the 
cultivation of that religious spirit whieh.caa 
alone enable us to withstand the gathering Uls 
that lurk unseen around us. Miseries, however, 
await> and misfortunes mil assail us> which hu- 
man prudence is impotent alike to foresee or to 
prevent. .Our hopes are blasted, our schemes 
are baffled, our prospects are darkened-^we 
find, alas ! too soon, that all these are ^' airy 
nothings,*" and that however the ardour of fancy 
may ^' give them a local habitation and a name^"^ 
they have little of intoinsic value. Reduced to 
this distressful situation, where shall the child 
of calamity tarn for comfort and assistance ? 
Not to the^ friendship of man — he has seen^iti^ 
decettfulness ; not to ricbes-^he has ascertained 
their impotence ; not to pleasure— he has tast^ 
its satiety ; not to his own wisdom— he has t^it- 
nemed its fallibility. He must say to Odd in 
the words of EHhn, ''I have sinned, I have boifrte- 
chwtisemev^t ; I will offend no more— that iVhiehi 
I see not teaoh Thou me.- ' It is then! in feo*r»ii^ 
and ^penitence that he will return like the"][>^4<ii^f 
gal son I to bis father ; it is then th^t W MfSV 

15 



SERMON XXXIII. 

revert with trembling hope to the Goiq^el^ and 
mid, with reviving &ith^ the merciful offer of 
Im Reddemer--^' Take my yoke upon you and 
learn of me^ for I am meek and lowly of heart, 
atfd ye shall find rest unto your souk ; for my 
yoke ia eaay ^nd my burthen m light." 

lit is in times like this in which I now address 
yau ; in times, when public and private mis* 
fortune press hard upon us> when the spirit of 
man is sinking under the pressure of unforeseen 
affitction, and the h^rt is yet bleeding from the 
awful visitation of siodden chastisement, that we 
must apply for comfort and consolation to the 
fwce of rdigion. Stoicism may boast its apathy^ 
B^ the. insensibility of dulness may apparently 
s)4el4 the fool or the misanthrope from the shafts 
of .aflHctian; but be assured, it is a Christian 
gqparitsi a sffirit disciplined and practised in the 
schpol of Christ, which alone can give us real 
and ,permanent support ; which can change oiur 
W<)rl41y grievings into that " godly sorrow" '' by 
which the heart is made better." " a s<^row 
Yfhi^l^ worketh repent9.nce unto salvation not to 
bei^epented of." 

. It i^ one of the properties of n^ligion, to create 
gppd out of evil, to produce reformation from 
punisjiment^ and to : convert the triah ^ Aer 
sift^f^th into the tmmyphs ofMrfmth^ Let not^ 
tl^fi^ t|pie prese;nt ordeal pass without its instrucr 
tifliji, iW th^ c^fi^g offences of the season withr 
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but their cimiin^nti * AmaRg the rmmncftm ato^ 
ferors in the kte dreadful ealamity, there oap 
bare been some, whose trust was anchored on 
'< things temporal"^ — whose happiness, if har- 
ness it can be called, depended wholly on th^ 
goods of this life — who languished out B;^wet of 
feverish, sensual existence, wi&out ae h0pe'VQiri 
fear of immortaiity/ without thought^ wlthbi^ 
hAiei, "" without God in the world r Olher^ 
sbte\ those who, not an hour before ^ the ternfymg^ 
visitation, were in a elate of degrading andr 
bestial intemperance, breaking the reppae of 
night by their unhallowed revels, and prdfanttag 
the holy Sabbath '^ by rioting and drnnkemiitesd^ 
T6^ the former of these, what refleetimi^ mmab 
tl^ scene of devastation have suggested! Iitf 
what awful language must tlie devouriB%(dl6^". 
ment have appealed to their heartis, and- taugfafe 
them the utter worthlessnesisr of the hupesr ki^ 
which they trusted. Their's were'biit '^ gptteol 
the vallies, not of the hills" — Mammon Mts^ihmn 
king, and Mammon has deceived them-^waaHb 
was their idol, and they have lost the. meaw ef 
their idolatry. .i : 

> The feelings of- the latter, the Sabhatli4irealcer, 
and the drunkard, on such an occasion,^! wfi} 
attempt to analyze; but I trust 4h^i triU 
a memorable .lesson, which magr hMig^Mft 
fludice their future conduct, MyBwii^m^ I 
ata but young among you, young w iMroiiig 
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saA esptif0ii«e> ybuttg^ ih th« • kibemrB > of the 
vfoBfBir&i biittkk^eensideTation, While it induces' 
me totrpeak on many subjects of the Christian- 
dispensation with trembling modesty, shall never 
deter me frmn deprecating irreligion and im* 
moniity^ in whatever place or garb I meet it, 
however sanctioned by custom, and encouraged 
by infionons example; and I again declare, that 
the violation of the blessed Sabbath is a crime 
*-^a . heinous, glaring and forbidden crime, that 
will call down heaven's vengeance on its perpe* 
ttators, either in this world or in the next. 
. While misfortune wears this threatening aspect 
to- the wicked, and is perhaps ordained to turn 
them tsom their evil habits ; to the good and thft 
Feligiotts it is '^ the fiery trial sent to try them,'' 
and may ever be regarded like the bow of pro* 
mise> as the bond of mercy, and the earnest ol 
fMTgivenessj There were, to the credit of human 
itettlre be it known, among the persons so se-^ 
vettily tried, thosef whose souls were animated 
l)ly-tfaespirit,and whose actions were regulated 
ty tile ^pree^pts^ of their; Saviour Christ* The 
preceding day had been spent by them ras thb 
''>fiftU»tfe oiike iiord> ^ their God." They had 
liffiMS^ tiieMBaeyedi hours iii prayer, and praise^ 
Ukd reli^onis ^eohverse, and in instructing .thein 
fiMaSHtt^ ttf^thdse^^solemnr truths of which th#f 
l^eM B^Ob^destined to^ jpt ove the eflScacy !-^Dwk 
jtt^i^ inystMriotis 'are l^hf ways of heaven t^Safe 
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in the prptectioii they had implor^ of the 
ALuighty^ they lay down to resti a^nd wei» 
aroused from their pes^ceful slumhers^ not by 
the b^i^ignant light of morning, hut hy the hor- 
rid and sepulchral glare of the '' consumiiig &^/' 
In ope short night they haye seen the ^cctmmr 
lated wealth of yeara aapihilated^ their personal 
comforts destroyed^ and the. homes of theic fore- 
fathers reduced tp , ashes, Thpir's w6re no cal-^ 
lous dispositions — the hi^nd pf adyersity smote 
hard upon them—'' the iron entered wito their 
souls ;" but they mourned fis Christians whUe 
they felt as men. In the midst of judgment 
they acknowledge mercy^ and,. adore the com^ 
passion of their Gpd even whilQ they ble^d &ottt 
his correction— while tjiey grieve for what. is 
gone^ they are thankful fiwr what is kft—r" the 
Lord giveth and the Lojrd takjetb away ;«. blessed 
be the name of the Lord.** Th^e still remains 
to them the soothing sympat^^iyof tli^ir firiendSi 
the warm affection of their childr^, and above 
bH, the unshakqn heroism. ^ of thejyr Christian 
character. *' They rejoice," the^tefore, with tl^e 
Apostle^ '' inasmuch as they are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings, that when his glory is re- 
vealed, they may be ^ glad als^ with exceeding 
joy;" and it is the cheering prospect of thathea- 
venly joy, the promised reversion of that g^p- 
rious immortalityji which in their )yell regul^t^ 
minds will compensate for every tempprary pri- 
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Tation, win bear tbem up as an example to their 
bi^thren^ and teach them the value of adversity : 
'^ for the Lord shall comfort Zion ; he will com- 
fort all her ikraste places, and will make her wil- 
4lerne$8 like Eden, and her desert like the garden 
of ihe Lord; joy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving aztd the voice of melody." 
This is indeed the real end^and use of reli- 
gion; of religidn, which instructs us to love 
God in all his attributes/ and to despise the 
world in ^ its . enjoyments .; of religion, . which 
should animiate all our .scSections, and govern all 
bur doings; of rdigion,^ which has raised us 
from the dust of earth to be creation's lords. 
When faith produces this becoming resignation 
to the' divine will,- we may account it in the road 
to be perfected ;• but without this it is almost 
useless— God will not be satisfied with half the 
heart when he demands the whole. In vain 
would you assert your credence in religion, 
while you reject her consolations ; in vain would 
yoii aver your exclusion of fklse deities, while 
you idolize the shrine of wealth ; in vain would 
you boast your Christian freedom, while you 
live in the bondage of iniquity-^for he who pre- 
fers the friendship of man to the love of his 
Maker, the acquisition of riches to the gain of 
righteousness, the gratifications of the sensualist 
to the peace of Christ, is a votary of the powers 
of darkness, a worshipper of the Calf of Bethel, 
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a disciple of Mammon and not of God. To yon^ 
my aflBicted and beloved Brethren, I Tetum with 
the advice of St Peter, who desires you to ^^ re- 
joice because ye are partakers of Christ's suffer- 
ings;'* and ye can surely have no stronger ex- 
citation to fortitude than the example and par* 
ticipation of your Redeemer. 

In the remembrance of his exceeding sorrows; 
you must indeed lose all recollection of your 
own. Can you look back into his history, and 
miu'k his course of affliction from the cradle to 
the grave — Can you enter with him into the 
scenes of the garden and the wilderness, and 
follow his track of agony from Gethsemane to 
Golgotha, and yet mourn for your immediate 
woes ? Can you in dreadful retrospect behold 
the Son of God, the Saviour of his people, 
bleeding on the Cross, and enduring, for y(mif^ 
salvation the most excruciating tortures that 
cruelty could devise or humanity could suffer,: 
and yet indulge in fruitless repinings for a loss 
which manly exertion may repair, and Christiati 
fortitude may render useful? The consideration* 
of our Saviour's sufferings, while they altenat)3> 
our minds from our own, should also fix our at- 
tention on his promises— '^ He has been despised- 
and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows and ac-^ 
quainted with grief;" we find ''that he was^ 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised^ 
for our iniquities ; the chastisement of oiir' 
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peace was upoa him ;*' and that ^ by his stripes 
we are healed."— -And . yet we learn that this de- 
spised and rejected outcast^ this condemned vic- 
tim for a people's sins^ is our Judge and our 
Redeemer ; that he is Bjds&i from the prison of 
the grave^ '' to lead captivity captive, and to 
give good gifts unto men." That at his name, 
every thing in earth and in heaven shall bow 
down>'that he is *' the Wonderful, the Coun- 
sellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace/' After having seen him 
suffer so that ^' no sorrow wa^ like unto his sor- 
row," after having seen him drink to the dregs 
that bitter cup which was his appointed portion, 
we shall see *' the wotk of the Lord prosper in 
his hands." .We shall see that he is the foun- 
da^^lon.on which our faith must rest ; and that on 
this rock we may build a consoling hope against 
which the subtlety of the devil or mkn shall never 
prevail. Jerusalem, that stoned the prophets, that 
put to death thpse who were sent to her ; Jeru- 
Sialem, that crucified her Eternal King, has been 
blotted out from among, the nations, and has left 
qo stone upon another to tell her melancholy tale. 
Her homes sure ravaged, her plains are desolate, 
H^r fields are neglected, her sons are outcasts, 
hepr daughters are left destitute. The tribes of 
I^srael, herr thousands and tens of thousands, are 
ap wanderers on the earth, and the beauty and 
the glory pf Judah are passed away as things 
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that were not But a brighter beanty>^the 
beauty lof Him '' who was without form or 
eomeliness^" shaQ be manifest; and a highier 
*^ glory shall be rerealedi" The rdigion of the 
persecuted God*head has gone abroad; ''the 
Gentiles have perceived his Star^ and kings ^ave< 
come to the brightness of its rising." it 'has:. 
'' lightened fmt darkness^": alleviated • our af^; 
flictions> and directed our desires and affections 
to their proper goal. '' On this earth/' like the 
son of Jesse> '' we are but strangers." \At us 
not think and act as if it were our x)nly sphere, 
but rather let us regard it as a preparatioh^r 
immortality. Be it ours to choose the golden^ 
medium ; to shun alike the inebriation of pros«« 
perity, and tlie despair of adversity. Be it oura^ 
to look down with contempt, or at least with 
indifference, on the frail and fickle vanities of 
humsm ambition, and to despise, as beneath the 
estimation of an everlasting soul, the seductive 
glare of this world's riches. — But, if wealth can- 
not be acquired without iniquity^ if pleasure 
cannot be enjoyed without guilty if lH>nonfs citn- 
not be purchased Without a sacrifice of conscience, 
let us bravely spurn them all ; let us tread over 
'' the Mammon of unrighteousness'* the paths of 
immortal glory and immortal happiness— let tis 
forsake the earthly laurel and the bonds of de- 
ceitful society, for the heavenly crown of dilr 
Redeemer and communion of ' the saiiitis bf G6d. 
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. Finally, my text Biusonrages *' the partarkers 
of Christ'S' suflfemgs" to Jk>ok forward to that 
tj^ESie, i^ when, his gkary shaU he revealed, and 
they shall he glad also with ^exceeding joy/' Jn 
that hour, that awfid hour o£ sublimity and ter^ 
ror, the Saviour God shall> sta&d again upon <Jie/ 
earth-^xio .'longer humble and lowly in his n^ 
pearanee; no longer wedde^d.to^the dust, and 
shorn o£ the beoma of his Divisity, shall he 
enter the Holy City ; but armed wtth^might and 
radiant wlth^ infinite, majesty; '' the winds his 
chariot V and- '' the clouds his footstool,*" shall he 
come ent^orftpasded with-^ '^ host of Angels'^ to 
sit in judgment on the qtiick and dead: As the 
guilty Adam fled from the voice of God in the 
garden of Eden, so will the wicked * shrink ap- 
palled from the presence of their unierring Judge. 
— In vain will they call to the rocks to hide, and 
to the sea to cover them ; the measure of their 
iniquity is full, and it is too late for repentance. 
Then shall sound in their ears the dreadful sen- 
tence of condemnation foreshewn them by God 
himself — *' Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.** How different will be the sensations 
of the tried, the faithful, and the good ! With 
what joy will they hail the second advent of 
their Saviour to break for them the bondage of 
the tomb, and to usher them into eternal life. 
— " Come, ye blessed children of my Father and 



300 



SERMON XXXIII. 



receive the kingdom prepared for you bom the 
foundation of the world/' Then shall the tear 
be dried from the eye of affliction, and the pang 
of sorrow leave the broken and the contrite 
heart. Then shall the faded chebk bf prayer and 
humiliation be renovated by the essence of 
eternal bloom ; then shaffii those lips, which have 
breathed in worship to their God, rejoice with 
the melody of seraph-lyres, and resound the 
'' hallelujah to the Lamb for ever." Then shall 
^' this corruptible put on incorruption, this mor- 
tal put on inunortality." '^ Then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written — Death is 
swallowed up in victory." 
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Oir THE END OF TIME. 



KEVELATION X. 5, 6. 

And the Angel, which I saw stand upon the sea and upon 
the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by 
Him that livethfor ever and ever, who created heaven 
and the things that therein are, and the earth and the 
things that therein are, and the sea and the things 
which are therein, that there should be time no longer. 

The Isle of Patmos^ the scene of the lonely exile 
of the beloved Apostle, was also the scene of 
his close but mysterious communion with his 
Master. Of that communion the book of Reve- 
lations is the glorious product. That this book 
was really written by St. John> there can be no 
doubt ; Justin Martyr, who lived but sixty years 
after him ascribes it to his pen. IrensDus, the 
disciple of Polycarp, who had been himself the 
disciple of St. John, Papias, Clement of Alex* 
andria, Tertullian, Origen, and many other ec- 
clesiastical writers, supply the links of historic 
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testimony; and though^ during the third and 
fourth centuries^ some partial dispute concerning 
its authenticity arose, this valuable addition to 
the Holy Scriptures has been ever considered 
by the best Judges and the minutest investiga* 
tors> as strictly canonical. Although the Apo- 
calypse contain a series of prophecies, many of 
ivhich have already come to pass> it must not 
be thought that the intention of its revealment 
was to make all men prophets ; to teach them 
an indulgence in fanciful speculations ; or to give 
them a rule of action according to the various 
interpretations which their presumption and 
folly might put upon it. The obvious design 
was . to encourage the martyrs of a persecuted 
Churchy and to evince the power and foreknow- 
ledge of God. In the hour of . fulfilment> every 
prediction will justify itself, and will serve abun- 
dantly to exhibit tathe enquiring Christian, the 
steady hand and immutable purpose of the Cre- 
ator, throughout all his transactions with his 
creatures. The prophecy contained in my text 
applies not to any- occurrence in this world. It 
is an allusion to a later period. It is the repe- 
tition Qf that prediction spoken by our blessed 
Saviour himself, when he declared his second 
advent; it is an awful description of that day in 
which the last seal shall be broken, the business 
of the Church shall be wound up, the trials and 
temptations of her servants shall be at an end ; 
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the Son of Godc ^baUl olakriri^i^ ,owq^ aii4 ooqctuQt 
them to a place of imffHthle happin^ss^ where; at!^ 
cording to the solema adjuratiou of the angel; 
Time skdl be no l&9^er. . ^t cfe this eonsum*^ 
mation devoutly ti be. wished cby every follower 
of religiouis virtue arrive^ a dark; and dre&ry; 
channel must be passed. Death is: iiiJtself a 
subject of melancholy ineditaiion^ whether »ev 
contemplate it as.it inmiediately r^ards our* 
selves^ or as incidental to our firiends. That by. 
one chance stroke of the destroyer's scy the> we 
may be suddenly cut <Kff from all we know aad 
love of existence; that in bne moment w^maj 
be summoned from the ^jojrment of health, 
honours and doniestic happiness ; th^t we, yviio 
now are blessed; with- home, and kindred, and' 
competence, may soon have no otha companioir 
than the worm, no other possession than ihe^ 
shr6ud ; that these Teins which to^ay beat high < 
with the genial pulse of vitality, may. to-morrow 
return no aliswering. throb .to the kind . hand, 
that composes them in dqativ is indeed a caose- 
of sad and sorrowM fonebbding; that /those' 
forms of life and loveliness, which io*day wej 
regard so fondly, may to^^norraw sin^moulderingi 
to the dust ; that fidelity may be inntim^y tdxn^ 
from our arms, and affection from our bosdm> 
that all our hopes of earthly happiness are cen- 
tred in frames so frail and feebly must, disguise 
it how we will, be a source of deep, though un-^ 
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avtSSx^ regret^ to every heart imbued with, the 
idightest s^isibility. I know not what may be 
the feelings of them who look forward to the 
grave as the termination of all existence. I 
know not how to estimate the nature of that 
joyless h(^ whose object is annihilation ; but 
Icaft fed in the fulness of my Christian ftithi I 
can feel^ with unutterable gratitude^ that the 
gieat consolation which soothes the paiting hour 
qf friends in this life, is the delightful prcepeet 
of i^union in. tiie next. '^ This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our&itb;" but 
i^ triumphs afe not bounded by the wwld, they 
Qxtend to immortality* : Vain are the terrors of 
tiie grim tyrant, death ; vain is the gloom; he 
has shed around the sepulchre ; vain the pangs 
with which he has.agonized dissolution. Doubt, 
dismay, and anguish, flee before the, ccaifid^ice 
of the Christian travdier, and &r beyond the 
portds of the narrow house his steady eye Js 
fixed upon etwnity. It is there he txusts to the 
realization of the Qospd promises ; it is these 
^^ the prize of his high calUng awaits him ;'' it is. 
tiiere he beholds the Angel*-herald of an endi^sa^ 
kingdom, who, standing, on the wreck of eurth 
and sea, prodaims, by him who liveth for. evet 
an4 ^ver, that '' time exists no hmg^r 
(.And now. My Brethren^ let us enquire what 
should be the practicd lesson whidi issues from 
these reflections. I .thii^ we shall be answered^. 
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as by an ocacle, the right nse of time. The Iianir 
will<3ome, when tills valuable property shall be no 
more. To the universal world, that hour, may 
not be &r distant ; to us individually it is '^ t^K 
even at the very gates.'' One generationpresses^ 
hard upon another in rapid and almost iinpei^ 
ceptible succession. Our ancestors are gone to 
their fiiml account, we shall speedily follow, and' 
our posterity shair succeed to us. Time, then, 
the time of this mortal existence is milch tob^ 
limited to be trifled with. The occupation of^ 
life ii^ no idle business ; its demands are urgent, 
imperative, admit of no delay ; but exact our 
whole and unremitted attention. True, '' we 
are not certified how long we have to Kve,**^ 
we "know not the number of our days; 'but wiei 
know how we should employ them. Let US' 
then apply our hearts unto wisdom ; not unto' 
that wisdom which is foolishness with God ; not^ 
unto the short-sighted policy which has the ^' be** 
all and the end*all here f but unto the wisdom, * 
which has the power of God for its basis, and 
the immortality of man for its object. Triie, a 
mighty price, no less a one than the blood df^ 
Deity, has been paid for our redemption ; but' 
this atonement^ dear as it is, does not insure the^ 
safety of our souls without our strenuous eixer^^ 
tions; we are enjoined 'to ''use all diligence Ifco 
make our calling sure;** '' to walk, redeeming 
thetiwe,because the days are evil;" and, finalfy> 
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to ^^ work out our salvation with 'fear' and trem- 
bling/' Observe the force of these expressions ; 
the Apostle does not say^ use diligence^ but 
^' lise vXL diligence ;!* not a seasonable prayer to 
be omitted ; not an opportunity xA doing good 
to b^ ne^ected ; not a commandment to be 
broken ; not a day's labour in the spiritual vine^ 
yard to be remitted. The goodly building of 
our religion must > be compact in all its parts. 
Faith is the foundation ; good works the super- 
structure ; and obedience and vigilance ate^ to 
keep them together. But '^ the days are evil/^ 
and ye are therefore to walk '' redeeming the 
time." Antichrist has yet some power upon the 
earthy some souls too ready to submit to his 
dominion ; infidelity^ and sensuality^ and avarice^ 
are his active agents. Infidelity undermines the 
principles^ and having poisoned at the root^ the 
eterndl law which is the source of self-govern- 
ment^ prepares the heart to welcome sensuality, 
and its tribe of '' fleshly lusts that war against the 
soul." To support these, the third pernicious 
counsellor is at hand. Avarice steps in, and at 
once converts the Christian' into an idolater. 
Against these powers of darkness. Friends and 
Christians, ye are called to coinbat; when the 
days are evil, when the commonwealth of Chris- 
tianity is in danger, ndne of her citizens can 
lawfully stand neuter. In such a cause, to be 
unarmed, is to be a deserter ; to slumber, is to 
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die, 1 caatreat you then, while yet' the victory is 
ludecided, to examine yourselves strictly. Are 
the stri^. and envyings of the selfish multi- 
tude-ran^ : the habits of . excess ^ and ievity — are 
tba indtlgences of that vrarldiy. spirit which 
the eyil day exkcburages-r-are these^ I ask, a 
piioper pteparation for him wha id r expected, 
should .occasion offertto take oip his ccoss and 
fioUow ip the footsteps of bis bleedii^ iSaviour ? 
Is. this the pi^ioy of an accoiHiiiitable being in a 
g^ati^.of tri^ — ^is this to " rfedeem'the.time''— is 
this '^ 1;p work put our salvation with fear and 
trembling 2" The jScrlptures. deny it^ common 
sense will answer' in the negative.. The business 
Q^aChrif^tianis so moi^entous, the calling so ear- 
nestj, an4 tljie prize m inyalu&ble, that . they de- 
piand the use of every faculty aud of every portion 
of time to make them sure. Remark also that 
he who offers the principles of this advice was an 
inspired Apostle — a mighty champion of the 
persecuted church, a glorious inar;tyr to the 
cause of Christ ; and yet he with all these pre- 
tentions felt the necejisity of activity and eir^ 
cumspectipn in his perilous journey, lest he 
should miss the road at last, and, " having 
preached to others, should himself become a 
cast-away." Is it possible, with such portentous 
passages of Scripture as this before you^ that 
you can content yourselves with a cold * and for- 
mal profession of that religion which demands 
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ye frii sMRB^lnt ftria^ «ai "CwlMtf 
koua^ nenil nfatylle Loidr • fVMklAiv'i^ 
ia gia litufc 4ir doaei^ no wmAi ^ willed 



ii^ptaaliBl amditf, «id iJinwiy, anft-daBger; 
Oei,ls pfeMe, and hop^ond scnkritje. TUdlB; 
«H,1i«M«v«r, that tiieaa dMn^gite^S'te a«» 
Mlrcled to tim wane aentunenlidim.^'Tdigia^ 
widlapiactleal xMeij la n^lecta^ and wjiaellid 
g«Mt«r:piuil «f ytrar time is devoted to p&aq^ 
vMtalyifaitettipaliUe iriib the spirit^a#dalkd» 
jto%.- THe best antidote to ilittful^le*i«»lrii| 
Bti'fetMdM luiliito of reifiilaritf ^ iniiUij^aHft 
iM^Mptctkn. Regaterfty wUek«aii^Hcieari>^ 
dMdt tinote; teduattry ^fiidehym.fii&fhumff 
lii and Mf4tt0pectfea-«rliic1rw»[ngitty:%ani* 
l!(t» Ihe proiteMHieBa'of ils bceopatibiL.ii'aimm 
i^iie Yeealfwr'iMi 'ihi^roE ^ooadoir «p tliciaidF 



t|ie4hcoDe4» tbe eotti^pe, firral ibe owneOs '«f 
Urn- itate to tiie aacanest offices of luraaekM 
«MOMMB^, ite iaioenoe may be fett oad ita 
iMUsrartsba in smne degree ocnsidted. Then 
«re fivir occorrenees in life to which we ouy ml 
hmg a ^evenmlM opplieatbtt of the Om«B 
Wibidk He w2k» wishes to emflof tone to adb* 
vantage, will* ■eva> lose sight of iUk He wfll 
he|»«!|i<«kr in his ehi^ce of bookli, companionib 
iMl!«Dnfertoti<mi I do not mean, that he wift 
JMHston lading leMglcMi tire topic 'of aft tosift 
Wit ha wiA take caie diat tb^ treat of noths^ 
dttraaealal to the objert ef or neaseat to hia 
heaxt. J^steadiiydbservingtUs tide, tine nwir 
indeed be in^fovedinto aniandasMe pos oeMio p; 
Skf^it wSk purchase the fiiendsldp ctVkui^'who 
gave his HfirliMr his firimd^ and caxt idone tee^ 
ene jnasa from efeonal death^-Hhe simior frMa 
^taitel Taigeanoe. f* if Hie wiath dT Oojl ha 
iBoMtsi, er&k bat a little^ who sfaaB abide Ui 
angerr Hi <»ily is swppeittti by ^ SavioHr 
^■iSui wofldi who has adotoWk^^ed tha liar 
|jiMaiit tni<^^ tiM^ * Jestts Chfist came into 
tfw w«rld to isaire«iiimF8 ;" which af «b daas net 
adaaawtd^r <Atis'o6B^pr6teHMiTe1»rni! whidkef 
ip.WDiddidioose to be rath«r jadged 1^ a km 
that, ID «fae apoefcolic l^iaae, " hasiadoded aft 
•adev sinr But if the bw and tiie kwa ta^ 
qoMtiens be thus rigorous, reaaembeiv My fire- 

Bb 
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^Nren> th^ wetm mq B»de. thpt^taoe Begirt 
•bouBd* We csmmt diira into tibe Acpthshibi 
«Y0riastiBg viadiim to peweire 4he m&iiye» <if 
Ills primary severity. We eaniuH^ by fhirmgam 
«f that par^ aenaa wlueh we inherif^i penetXAfa 
the secaetg ei aknigfaty kgy«tiaa# Wheniiia 
toaft number the stars of lieaTiiQ^ or vecfcdn^ 
ftains of sand on the sea^ore^ yfhm by tsMf 
tbeulty of nuiid we can grasp space a&d ^tv^ 
mAff then may we aspire to the elear eompMr 
faemion of these aotysteries : meanthnet^ugb^JiH^ 
loMmledge be too high fi>r owr liawted iat^^9e<^ 
sra haw iniffiei«tliigfat to guide us iioeniQ^y^a 
oar heafOMffard journey. Grat^ul for tl^jiiN; 
nfi pass oa omtmted; and shuaniiig the qpD»- 
ganeeof the 8tek» aadtibe pride of maadrat^ 
wsth atabitiDa aad self-idolatry, let us kant 
4luit the coQisentrated rays of the. genius (Oft^ 
whole world would be but darkness visible, if 
compared with the least glimmering of God's 
immediate revelation. During those ages in 
which genius shone with the most distin- 
guished lustre, mankind still wandered in dark- 
ness and in errot, there was-« film over the in* 
tdlectual eye which philosophy could not re* 
move. There was a gloom on the moral hori- 
zon, '^ like the clouds of morning spread upon 
the inountains," which genius in its meridian 
glory could not dissipate. The spiritual facul- 
ties of man lay dormant, the soul of map was in 
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«'8t«te «f dveios, tiU God again pranouiiiied^ ^let 
there be lij^t, aoid time was %ht'' Wise wei« 
Ihose mm, yrho saw the star of Jeras and came 
t# wwshqi hitiL ShaU we be dow to follow 
^Ibeir ^eumple ? Theiis was but tiie dawning 
^ a little star, ours is the broad effulgence of 
the &m of Ri^teonsness. Their 6o£^l was 
fttA ttii its infant ciadie at Jfirusakn, ours is the 
-giimmg dispensation whose glories are spread- 
ing tltiroagh the earth. May this light. My be- 
lowd Breduren, be the unfiuling beacon of your 
Mered destiny; may it cheer the afflicted, aMend 
(he pmqperotts, ddight the young, and animate 
Hte^ aged ; may it continue to ilkimine and' d^^ 
«e(}t yoot joumey till it conduct you to die teau- 
|des of the heavenly Jerusalem, where ydnr erer^ 
lathing happiness shall commence, attd ^ time,^ 
imd all its canities ^' shall be no longer."^ 
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'« BIT BBTEREKD BRETHRBK^ 






It has tlus day become my duty to addreis^ .jrfgi 
ffft the fir^t time m the capacity of yoiu: Oxdi^g^ 
o^tiierafcjectof yoursac^o^ a^ljidthpi]^ 
I iTfumot but ifeel that the duty might jbay^ bf^ 
more adyantageously bestowed^ y^aipce it h^ 
pleased Divine JProyidence to devolve it on m^t^ 
L iifiust endeavomr ta^ perfonn it with the J^^ 
i*iUty I may- .;^^ 

The Colonial Church has for many y^ai^^bi^. 
labouring under considerable difficulties^ wl^io^r 
l^^ve impeded her functions, and -ii^^i^ rflffiT) 
dnedhalfl^ eflOnrts for the prop^jgati^m o jt ^^ 
lig|o«taib^ The absence of episoQ^4!B[|ll(T 

4lfi%?e «^ want of that »u^nten4f)4«!^ 
rity, on the principles of wlac^ jfi^i; ^j^^ 

^^^M9kat the First Vi^ti^bn, hi W PiA&K OiriA^ of 
St.JuyiidiitlieilSilil^WGfrfiraB: ^ >'. '\i r.oiJuib2hiit 
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tical polity is framed, could not but b6 felt as a 
real and serious grievance hy the clergy and> 
laity ; by the clergy as withholding from them the 
wisdom and protection of their bishop, together 
with the exercise of thdsd canonis to which their 
obedience has been sworn; and by the laity as 
depriving them of that appeal against the pos- 
sible £DoimpcaIity or incapacity o^ theirvQinisters, 
to which by the laws and customs of the realm 
they are undoubtedly entitled. 

The existence of a Church of England estalK 
Hshment in the Colonies^ without c^^sc^p^ey to 
guide, or ecclesiastical law to protect it, was an 
anomaly productive of nd little absurdity and of 
<^siderabte inconvenience. To i^is evil whiel^ 
had' existed to the detrfanmit of all parties ifer 
tti6re than two centuries, the wisdoiili'bf Ha^ 
Mia^^fs Gorenmieht has applied the rettu^dy ^ 
atid by the erection of sundry new Sees whicli 
i^eralty include ^I the dependencies of iW 
British Crown, the religion of the Chiiroh of 
£njgiafid stands now ftilly established iri the €o- 
UMies, with the same rites, ceremonies, Iaws,&ttd 
ofdftaances,' as obtidn in the oldest IMoeeses o^ 
tli^ fiifoth6r countiy. 'the colonial fewsi Whlglt* 
pf<6^tjribe the yro^ision of the clergy, -Im^'a^^ 
tefitpt^d^fto a^gressicm on their ri^Hte dMt^ 

10 Wilfo f«g«rd tq the ^^nfe olf ctcpleaia|^oaI 
jurisdiction in the Cotoiiies.^f^ Greati Bri^Mib k 
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Aifbk ihafca onswt ofSaakm may be gxModMI 
en Ae fidlowBig pontioiiB. 

L ThatthefintcolotiistsbrQii^toiheplaee 
of iheir settleiiieiit tiie eeelesiasiieal w mdHiBB 
thedtfl eonttitntioii <tf the Mother Camtry, so 
fMT at it migfat be iq^UoMe te tiie eiitfu^^ 
ef the Coloiiy . 

IL ThatteitiaeexlyooiuBtionoftheCtefeaiw 
very Mttle of Ae eaaoa hm eouM be aeessmy t 
but in proportion ae Omrcbes nere faoilt^ ne^ 
toriu oidoiredy and olergy praeund to serye 
tftien^ sock vpiritBal lawB^ as weca requiflke for 
Ae governance and proteeticm of a Cfaouroh ao 
eataUished^ grew into foroe^ althongh there aiagr 
k»re been no person reiddent in the colony 
l^aiiy authorized to administer Aem. 

IIL That as the Crown of England, is the 
miree of all eedesiasticid power throughout 
the empire, it was competent to his Majesty' to 
afpoist autbondes to carry ecclesiastical jurist 
diction into effect; bnt that as the canon is en? 
tirely subordinate to statutary law, and the co- 
lonial legislatures Yrkh the assent of the Som^ 
leign may enact statutes of pre-eaoanent ohtb 
gatum in the colonies, there eaa.be no doi]^ tha^ 
W, those colonies wherein su(^<stalutes l«ms)Pi(im 
»aetod in exclusion or ajbtei^^tifm of th^CkMMi» 
iUtw, no ecclesiastical jurisdiction can Ve.^^al;^ 
Sdied until they be p4?evi<^wsly rep^^^ -^ 
> .AY, :fili^ ^ was »]|M)fit tfaipi^ li|^ti«0^(W8^ 
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pfiflti|te/ thRt it:boc»iie 'nGDeB8ayy-t# tiie vAt 
lidity of the episcopal eamadsa^tms in the Woift 
Indtes^ thit the^r siiould be reeognized ind 
ad(^pl»d by the local kgii^ti]ie& 

lUsti^. Asthete aare Rokws iRtfa0Stad»te*'Bfi^ 
of JBera»day wfaiefehaveftiiy tendMcy tacjjeet of 
modify the ecclesiastical law, exceptii^ the soK^ 
tary act of 1 787> whidk merely legaisda^tfae settle^ 
taemt of intestate estates, it may be pi esuated 
that nothing, tdterior to lus Majesty's Comadmm 
m essential to its estafalishmeBft in this colony. , 

The objects which his Majesty^s nrinisiera 
have in view, in the appointment of ChnMh 
anthonties abroad, seem to me to be pfindpailf 
t^iese two :-^to confer on the ClniFch esCaUisdb- 
ment the means of moie peimanent usefulness 
and respectabMity, and to provide mote e£fec- 
tnally than hod been hitherto done for tiie wt^ 
Kgious instraetion of a hmnbler dass of the 
(maEununity, whose sphitual welfinre has been 
long and sinfidly neglected. 

You must, however, be sensible. My reverend 
fiM^ren, that the attidnment of these desirable 
objects must very materially depend on you. M 
you prosecute them with that diligence, stieafi- 
ft^Bs> atid :^8l, which have evei' characterised your 
dMer,' there is no doubt that by the blessing bf 
ClMy^ win accomplish them, even to Hie moM 
sanguine- expectation of yi>xtt country. But ft 
ils^ ottly by the faithflil wd sstssidtio^ perffermamce 
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gitdirift and '0^^>ptt«tiMtiof y*ur piraliknM^ 
mWtmt fcttch-Bniaili «f jtote >Aiaila rm l 'rato t - 
fMnn jvi& ^T» . inaftokaa]. .. .Iil JketifuMami' 
'^■PSt^lAMirdBticBfbmi liiidl^tt^iiylaKillit 
mMlt pMtf , kflMing, pt il na i n ; ^ftttimm im^ 
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:^ iMkated to tii»: ctdtbation «f - tinfe 

•lHlf0tf«(tlMi«itrical'dwnctar. Ym^a-m ttmkt- 

aticm of high djgnllgr.aiB! 

,«if)i^tvfiU^ the Miittf of tfae<aie 

.Sib^iyMI r^tkpv^ovilfr) jroii vrkii a: gtneriipa aH»> 
>felii<m ^ fVsaiqr CMtJan* oyety.. phflaaOMfi; 
'jrii^e. Tike |^ fligtiiiy of all «||iwiio«i is^Ufe 
.^tujijliMallopiaUf fei^ iipoa thaor aemal tnsteli- 
,iaj}^ tf» litany ;. and wh^ve, I imnld aak^b.tiie 
-wtaatioQ that open^ a wid^ field of .pvUic .«m- 
r|idii08&to its pn^essor than the ,oiia to .vdvch 
^you have hem sdeinnljr oabanei. and daditntiijk? 
.^•The ipMtnictifm:^f piea.Hi <iM;l^^ 

^ Jnlfionte fi)r etfnoly^ la ooBan^ted tojKWibcaim ; 
c,^4einspral and ejirerlai^ing happinea). joCqa 

9#l i<ffiP»M*n|»*F ^ *«► «««<^ o<.<IMiijpJSI«- 

.^MkfrsP^fl^®? *<>«Japw»! if F<wi^ tot«i«itee 
« both by yoiic pqE||f|«^g and .U)vinif 4ieijtoyb- 
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jBateaiignityBfrtaliqn stmaisg: mea, Init ^^mti 
•iKciffaaPjr Jiiifitted i» IdddfttfaK apnful scmtftfj^ 

^ laartJgivB iBraeocoiit o£70fir«tei?si^tt]^^ 
rr Jtait4»11w1aeJrt:eiid«ia«oiirft4o actoattipl&fll'4ttqr 
'pnUiB.-i^ai^ iritt aoawetf Meg be <tefeiitwi %yi^ 
osiakpactjuiices and infiimiri« (^itfa* pttliife 

toB Ui^i^rrto please at die eaEprntt^^ptbuA]^ 
tUffiviMiianm tbepeopk too sindeflPdy fo gfntiify 
4hem at-ihe fasusi»d-of tlleir real wd&re; aiid 
•^tiMr^e ii^tteiice wfaicb be acqtiuesy if M%e Hew 
in;itf jwafafafition, wffi be durable in its matc^iSAl, 
-aod 'beaeflclil in iu nsolCs. iMid Itere I iukat 
rbeifloKlred to ejcprdSB ii3r%i^[>etbit3te']^lie 
f «ai^tiile«eflBlfy {awd^ose ^eiaseltres by piiyiir 
8Md^%iMkftabi» cfeosfi^ctiotiii to ptofil^ by ^our 

tntioD. IttUithopel^tiEieywSackiMiilrle^^ 
iA(B«d«i|i(age» of ecclesiastical jurisfie^Oii^^ 
£p4ita&i^to tUgm aa well as to «w,-and w9I peircii^e 
cthi^^^^ve gained I^ it, both a pictdge 'mr 
illli^i<it&6)ioty' of "tiieHr ministets,^^ a s^cveHty 

igi^idAttioa&eiyiFviHis ediMeqileiices-iiriiidh tni^e 
-di^Hiy tini« cnielly attended tbefex^itvil#iiflll> 

«ons: «f ignorance ttn4 enStusiisrii. ' ■'■"■ '-'^^ 
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I fek it nqr d vty on thte orawiod to recy^^ 
partiealar attentioii. My veretend ^Eetimen, to 
4to etete of the paroehkl rcgisten u your sevenl 
pBiiAes. An irregularity in tiba writiog^ or a 
cvelasiiiasa m Hm peesortation of tiieae^ Haa^ be 
attended with Tery serioua incenToieiiee both 
to individuah and the comminuty. It is a la- 
nientahle Isiet ihatattfaJaaKmientmore tfaaaone 
person in Bermnda is miStanng a peeimiary iMB 
fiom the want of registers^ for the deficiency of 
iriuch the parochial rectors and yestries are eem 
taiiriy responsible; Every paridi: is faonad ^by 
lasr^ to jj^video book for the regtetry of hap^-^ 
tistais, marriages^ and fonrials^ which erery ectrate 
ie ecpeaily <Miged to register with Hike mbaiaecoi-^ 
fiste fidelity. The nnoanouaal cststom sa pra9»« 
Ifftt in thia and other o6lomes> of marrying: per^ 
SMB w pdvate houaesir is also extniftdy to^ her 
ref^ratted^ and msf, I Haeki ini a gseat meastnes 
by j&oat aerotsnee he amended. It is ttue tfaatf 
the new marriage act doea wrf; extend, to tie 
oolomiea ; but it must be remembered, that nofc 
only does the old marriage aet, whicdi is strict^ 
as applieaMe here as in England^ pneambe^ the 
pei^rmanoe of the. marriage. careraoey to be i» 
Ghuvcfaj but that the Rubrie, which is a part «! 
t^ \bw of the land> and the ^canons> yiiAA mm 
qbhgialory at aB events <m t^ dcvgy, «Meli)o4h> 
iiitpem|tw& to the same;0ffiiet« How^fbr tlittciik^ 
trary custom in Bwimida bee^powor to^iai^di&te^ 



ii» cftMO^ <« t» fiFoteet the elergy fioift its 
penalties^ is at. the best extremely quesfloiMiUftb. 
B^ot tlaere can be nci doubt that it ia tbe cbxtgr oi 
the paator ta be as atrictly oc&odoiaL aa be eea^ 
btm^el^ aitd ta eiide8?e«if to pennade faia flodk^ 
to follow hia ^maple.. 

The S€iiaQl9 founded by the Diatriet Commili" 
tee of the Sodety for fatomotrng Chriatiaii Kxam^ 
ledge, ia anotfa^ aubject to whidi I muat beg to 
dared; your attentkm. Of that excdlent iiiatitii^ 
tim the dfifgy are qffiemBy members^ and I kiiMr. 
fiwaroely any swthod by which they my mose 
eifectually promote its objeeta thaa by a fireqpairat^' 
and aedulous inapeetion of its aefaoola« Thm 
veneraiUe Society for propagatiidg the Gospel i& 
Foreign Paste, faaa very libecaHy enabled ma tor 
add to the atipend of the maatera an aimidi^ 
whieb may laake it worth their whSie to drrote^ 
aeaae additiottal tiaoe to the tuition of their aefaoh. 
lara ; and I trust that hesea£ler we may be ena^^ 
bkd to extend the benefits of tibe iastitntiaa tar 
0Mry quarter of the colony, where want asd ig*- 
Qoranee require it$ aassstance. 
' On the nece»nty of atrict carcftdneaaia en^ 
amining, and caati<m in admitting young pea^ 
aona to Coaficttailion, I have already by letter; 
eMr^Bmd you ; and I am happy to knowtbat myi 
iHjuaelwna o»ihat. bead banre Botbeen aeglBcted, 
and iitat the^ eicanujidtiona of the; young people: 
id Bermuda ha»e. beta highly* efeditaUoJtoithemf^ 
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sofar^ tfidr pswUm vai Ikdrmdnliliiexw In 
jasticeiD Che iadiesof Fembir9l»'par&h, i auuiom 

ippnotettoB of the SsniiDf Sdtool «»i»^ei« 
MMMgamenl, and d ac iii d^ d» i hope IbA'thsA^ 
flmnple aadl Aflir 8neeeBi» may ettit» an etpnl 
hcnavcdeiiee thraoi^KWt •foy ptidslr to tifer 
lima hot moat papaleuaaMt h rt em lhi g bdiflBy 
Indepondent of the oMhiary datiaa jof )rMr 
alaliai^ yon will inimthiaeohntf aa^addilibtial 
tasi;, leqtdiug Aegiaateat delicacy, ca]|lfaB» an^ 
gaad-aeaae, to tranaact -aritii eflkaoy :<^I aihhto 
tatha dal^ wliieh ansea out of tlwiefartiasvkd 
wMdh jaa atand to tiie ooleand infaahitotisliaf^ 
titase srianda: Aa the designs boitlfo&liltaiQbti 
vermnanfe and.dia C9uifA aa thirheiid Jwm liaMP 
t^ .aaljeot of nmdi diMMssioii and aiiaoMi- 
atmctibn, I lUak iwpBaif oUSged to:ataC0<o' y««i> 
iibtefef aiy own vieipa of a qctOBltkA, ^e40^ 
oataataadios of whioh au|^ tod^C(y>illM«if|0 
tmaUeatidtceBABiaii. ■ . . :.M...... .^^oasisf 

ifShv people e£:Enghvd knte^-IiB^iwsalttadi 
ifittk^Jeaiana ey^ta: q«tafl|» wikb^iMWOffirii^ 
lailraeisBt to be hidiowad by its .aattqiDdty, IM() 
maat-pBDbafefyoiighHte.in iajaaidc^ialfc^liM^4iaFq 
q a wtfifaMMb ly bean earned on in ofq^eiMiW m^ 
nalBery. ■• '<";•" '-ij »>» > -iisvf aaodi 

lUI'^ieBbnaiai paopla urbo- had ittidy^ftdeVfllifltf^ 
toB thaaOMhiBa thft blatnfaiga «f ^llbo!^^e(Mii%M(i 
lqB9aiidhreal»apcptBieteaf.Vitra£cfiMifdtaeM»i 



Im the: ]iijt»fe::deteatobferpi^^ fivrcliitft^pdb^ 
petiuriJQii 4d! iddwrjri: CloiatiftQS. of dl ckaioiBiK 
AatiOfifl^ 9tit«meii.ef;iU paxtaeii lor atiiiie^stH^ 
pendedjlmr taDtnal cotttenticm to oovfioliniMi^iit 
tlMK:iWH^ of rotercyi*?^^ of tbeflhww 

lkii^.:T£A«]&tfid intiii 01 sMxitiiae; pcrarer martt^ 
iBHiedtlnd aiiooiitraa»bl&,r fiiq^aaid kad only tn^ 
AlfOilk jfte wos^^od tiMrolgoct^f )ieEiiidigiialkm>^ 
in» f(tt.«Ter ajtoiliilateA. 
h Ttoeffi^^.komreTOr^^l^ surrired the 0tm§^ 
iaoA: tlK)^h;SMnntiide has assumed n mildef dbi^' 
isiel^^ aad^tiion^ sevaal hafnigftftiiit isgoIatiMiB 
hiiveMaettinanfe r6e^>tetiiigp]i; ba&bf iodteiihitftlsi;' 

iM^tib ife^iiEiLXisqiiiijrQB^ aodwai^ I tmatin Gkfd^t 
nMoiSrr^ imiwdbri^moire efibetiud aoudifufttiott; ^ 

. It is oot tiue^iis a:great st&team^ 
t)iai Chritttanily is eapAoiiadfy vfipo^d to jia;^ ^ 
x^fj: mx ihs^ caatauy^ welmour that teinerat: 

istence, and treat it as o]ie.of jOttse ievila irlMii; 
tllofGMpel Itas'aikfindehiqr to amend; bntr mhMk 
it cannot HttnlediBiteljr.endicat^ Bntj^^UaNauft^^ 
im ClaMtinttitgp. ^phaticaili' eadi dociswflr: 
pi^il^ts^tlipae aoto of araiaoe^ cisnelfy^ afldinu^^ 
pfynb j9MQh evmitnate in tdaievyi . UpeoSiAMa^i 
those wars and those excitements to war n^Uebi 
ofBJigilMHghpe^tiM tiiear.iradtfdV'iaharila'j^FM 
th8fiv««t0he4iaNs^^ Jtt^vMbklmmiini 
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to-fenitiiMlB iftth iaiqafty«Bd htnAntm^ nfi 
to rebuke or overlook die taltiefiof tikeiriiimloc» 
id tonb. It o^iBS upon Utom tkat MaAabaA, 
inauiiily, ani dbuikf, vrVbii. tbe law of Clniit 
tiantee^pioeUrf uirifatsfl%iiflp«MB«B; aadwbfietl 
emots from tJie sbva a cheerfri wd per fc e t ^iteo* 
iieMO to every lawfid comatiid, it obUgWi'lhe 
maflir to (iie oonrdiq^cNMiiiig duties of ^wteetioif 
and iiutettction. The eqiMtfty wiiieh theGtei^ 
pfotkdme is not aa «artf% bot s «pMAiMil ^^ifali- 
lity ; and the liberty to which it invites, ItrteM « 
feeod am fioto the 7<^e of estabUshed aathor%i 
but * the gloiiotui liberty of the sons of QM/* ' 

A gradual, legal, peaceably and imiama!t^tM 
onacipatimi of slaves, implyuig primary liMUmr 
Bitytoih^ owners, is the utmost eoBlentciftttl^ 
nUty to wUdi I bdieve «itlier rel^OQ or rewcii 
obygti a» CoioniBta. A capaoity Ui fiwiott 
atoatd pieciMla ili fimttioB^^aiid I mt finB» to do^ 
fliare, <hat, wW» tiiei doiiu tion «f: tforvitedeili 
flM^^ witb «o ittaeii dang» ef aaaMdqr 'aiid 
MoodidMi I woidd endettroor MtiwK tomil^adii 
nib «oiidMen of the ihnu«^ ihaa^ toi Cdosiac;^ i^ 
its 'vidant sftoiitlQiii, tiie hofnwritf the fcrtteKi ft 

l!Us» My reveieoad -Brellaen, btm eabnaad 
dtspasdona^ view of a tt»d iMtettdfags 8d;!^oa| 
and if I see it in a &]se light, I c«i oniy^^sayttail 
I hovo eadttei no^ pains of patie9it'iiivait^pi;tiH>n 
iriddi au|^ tend to place it in a dear me. i 
have wmatij applied any aihid to the qwstiens 



iffd if'i htfn Btni in xeaohnng l^myjiiilil^ 
and not ray application is in fault 

Wh^er you concur wiA im or vat in off 
tint I liave said upon <^ suli^ct;, iiiOEB is jone 
^nt in which we wmst t^pete, and tint is^ tim 
meemUjf of promoting CkrUlkmiiy mumg oB 
miw9 ^ Urn peojpk. eucoBsa in Ais attn^ 
Kitthea^-uwrnsal benefit;^ m which both nastem 
jttdfl«r¥antamnal;p«rticaiiat& The former wiUdc^ 
xtTO a mora.&ithf ul and honest senrioe frcmi men 
who are taught the dutiesof resignation and£lde^ 
Vtifi the latter will acquire that hlessii^ without 
whioh liftt and liberty alike were valnelesa^ ^ the 
fcaawied^of Chiist unto salvation." 

^ CiuristiaQ education k the fiist elfectiTie mens 
4if axoelionduig 1^ condition of the elaYe^and I 
wsft e?en say of protectiiig the Interestsr of tiht 
master* In erery step wludi yMi adTaneein 
this iftterttti^g precesar yoift must howerer te 
gaided by a iliost sound and eautwus diseretioft» 
Q%e gt?ouod tto which yoa tread is dangeimw 
^f {ncedis^^p«.%;ues eupposikoa cinari <|s)osd f « 
suigie deviation from the stsaigbt Uoe may 'ha 
injurieta to the olQects of your cieurej and the 
disappoiiriment of hopes rashly exdted will only 
tend to aggravate the calamity which it is your 
intention to aUay. 

The want of Catechists, of accommodation io 
&e several Churdies, and of some olher fecfUties 
hsa been re{MM!ted o&» and will I hope benotioed 
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medjr. 
In tke wuBUn tfant^ 

The aMomngeinfint of bsptisn^ of schooH ^ 
iribtwritanre 8t Chmtliy and, aoooooKBg to dp- 
cmnstanees^ i^ matrimony, will materially im^ 
]Nro?e tlio state of tlie colottfed population ; mi 
I doobt not that on ibe oomfained motiTes of 
religion, poficy, and hnmamly, the people lA 
laige wifi coalesce with you in the bette^doA 
design. I doubt not that they will p^ceiTe 
that the interests of bo& chsses of tiie coniai»> 
nity axe innnediately concerned in the promotion 
of these ol^ects; that these interarts eumo/t he 
made to run eonnter except by tl» q^qpnutiea of 
foDy and jMssion ; tirnt the mieasures of amettir 
ration which refigion mid jnstice have T^temsoU^,^ 
are conducive to the weUure of botii pBoijmiwadi 
leunded upon a principle of mutual expedi)enby> 
a&d that as fimn the adaption of these sMwftoes 
a otttam cobmiumty ^ beiieit wiH aeerueusp 

wffl there be a eommqnity of danga if tiiqr 

his^Sy r^e^ thiracL 

• • • . 

** Um 8ah» ambobtts eriti cottnnime periculnm*'* 
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